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Roland  Michel  Barrin  Marquis  dc  la  Galissonicrc,  a  French  naval 
officer  and  from  1747  to  1749  Governor-General  of  Canada,  zvas  born  in 
1693  and  died  in  1756.  He  zs.'as  a  captain  in  the  navy  zi-hen  he  zvas  ap- 
pointed Governor-General.  He  Zi'as  not  only  a  soldier  hut  a  student,  a 
naturalist  and  fl.  statesman.  He  planned  a  chain  of  forts  e.vtending  up 
the  valley  of  the  St.  Lazvrencc,  through  the  region  of  the  Great  Lakes 
and  dozvn  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi:  equipped  and  sent  forth  the 
e.vpcdition  of  Celoron;  urged  the  setttentent  of  the  Ohio  z'alley  by  ten 
thousand  French  peasants.  He  zvas  recalled  to  France  in  1749.  In  .May, 
1736.  he  defeated  the  British  fleet  under  .Admiral  Byng  and  died  later 
in  the  same  xear. 


INTRODUCTION. 


BY    C.    B.    GALBREATH. 

The  journals  of  Celoron  and  Bonnecamps,  with  the  paper 
by  O.  H.  Marshall  are  here  published  in  order  to  bring  together 
in  convenient  form  the  accounts  of  this  remarkable  expedit'ron, 
sent  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere,  Governor-General  of  New 
France  and  the  Country  of  Louisiana,  to  establish  more  firmly  the 
French  claims  to  the  Ohio  country,  particularly  that  portion  of  it 
which  lies  within  the  present  boundary  of  our  state.  A  glance 
at  the  map  shows  that  this  was  preeminently  an  expedition  to 
what  is  now  Ohio. 

The  axcounts  of  these  two  early  explorers,  Celoron  and 
Bonnecamps,  should  be  conveniently  accessible  to  all  students  0+ 
Ohio  history.  To  make  them  so  is  the  prime  purpose  of  their 
presentation  in  the  Quarterly. 

The  Journal  of  Celoron  for  almost  140  years  remained  un- 
published. Its  existence  in  the  archives  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment was  known,  but  not  until  t886  was  the  full  text  published 
in  an  English  translation  by  Rev.  A.  A.  Lambing,  in  his  Cotholic 
Historical  Researches,  a  quarterly  journal  issued  in  Pittsburgh. 
Pennsylvania.  This  valuable  publication,  which  .  included  many 
original  documents,  was  evidently  issued  in  a  rather  limited 
edition,  as  it  is  now  very  rare.  The  writer  has  had  a  few  oc- 
casions to  use  it,  and  has  found  it  necessary  in  each  instance  to 
])orrow  the  Researches  from  the  Library  of  Congress. 

The  Journal  of  Father  Bonnecamps  is  more  readily  accessible 
through  the  Jesuit  Relations,  the  monumental  work  edited  by  the 
late  Rueben  Gold  Thwaites  and  published  by  the  Btirrows 
Brothers  Company,  of  Cleveland,  through  whose  courtesy  we 
are  permitted  to  present  to  oUr  readers  the  accurate  and  well 
rendered  translation  into  English.  As  these  two  journals  are  ac- 
counts of  the  same  expedition,  by  its  military  and  spiritual  leaders, 
it  is  altogether  proper  that  they  should  appear  together.  This  is 
the  first  time  that  they  have  been  so  published 
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As  will  be  seen  by  a  note  on  a  following  page,  O.  H.  Mar- 
shall of  the  Buffalo  Historical  Society  was  the  first  to  direct 
especial  attention  to  the  journal  of  Celoron.  His  article  in  the 
Magazine  of  American  History,  Vol.  2,  p.  129-150,  is  a  continu- 
ous account  of  that  expedition,  based  upon  the  record  left  by 
Celoron.  In  some  instances  it  is  almost  a  paraphrase  of  that 
record.  It  has  been  so  often  referred  to  by  different  writers, 
and  especially  by  Rev.  Lambing  in  his  "notes",  that  it  has  been 
thought  best  to  reproduce  it  here  in  full,  with  the  original  paging 
in  the  Magazine  of  American  History  indicated  by  bold  face 
numerals  in  parentheses.  This  will  facilitate  use  of  numerous  ref- 
erences in  Lambing's  "notes."  Where  questions  have  been  raised 
by  these  two  writers  the  decision  is  left  to  the  reader. 

The  expedition  itself  is  an  inviting  theme.  How  it  would 
impress  us  to  be  transported  to  that  far  off  time  when  the  "Oyo" 
poured  its  waters  through  the  venerable  and  pathless  woods  of 
that  primeval  solitude.  What  interest  we  would  have  found  in 
the  wild  life  of  the  forest.  With  what  awe  we  would  have  looked 
upon  the  tree-clad  hills  or  gazed  into  the  dark  recesses  of  vale 
and  ravine.  But  these  things  were  commonplace  to  Celoron  and 
Bonnecamps.  They  had  long  been  accustomed  to  the  ways  of  the 
wilderness.  Their  first  thought  was  very  naturally  and  properly 
of  their  special  mission  to  the  Ohio  valley. 

Celoron  was  concerned  about  the  deposit  of  the  leaden  plates 
and  the  attitude  of  the  Indians  towards  the  French  government. 
The  same  was  true  in  lesser  degree  of  Bonnecamps.  These 
journals  therefore  do  not  contain  much  of  the  descriptive  matter 
which  tliev  might  have  included  had  they  dreamed  of  the  inter- 
est that  would  one  day  attach  to  their  narrative. 

The  leaden  plates  deposited  along  the  Ohio  have  long  been 
objects  of  interest  and  curiosity.  71iree  have  been  found  and  are 
nov/  on  exhibition  in  somewhat  widely  separated  museums.  One 
of  these  was  perhaps  never  buried.  The  one  deposited  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Muskingum  was  considerably  mutilated.  A  portion 
of  the  lead  was  cut  away  for  bullets  before  the  significance  and 
importance  of  this  relic  were  realized.  At  this  time  no  satis- 
factory cut  of  this  plate  is  available  for  publication.  We  are 
under  obligations  to  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  for  a  very 
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•satisfactory  photograph  of  the  remnant  of  this  plate,  from  which 
has  been  produced  the  illustration  on  a  subsequent  page.  Good 
cuts  of  the  other  plates  are  elsewhere  presented  with  this  article. 

The  plates  which  have  been  found  thus  far  show  that  an 
effort  was  made  to  include  identical  text  on  each  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  date  and  the  name  of  the  river  at  the  mouth  of  which 
the  plate  was  buried.  No  two  of  the  plates,  however,  could  have 
been  made  from  the  same  mold,  as  they  contain  respectively  nine- 
teen, twenty-one  and  eighteen  lines  of  varying  length.  A  sep- 
arate mold  must  have  been  used  in  casting  each  and  space  was 
left  to  engrave  the  date  and  name  of  the  river,  at  the  confluence  of 
which  with  the  Ohio,  each  plate  was  buried.  Some  writers  have 
ventured  the  opinion  that  the  inscription,  with  the  exception 
above  noted,  was  stamped  upon  the  plates. 

The  full  text  of  the  inscription  on  the  plate  buried  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Muskingum  is  not  given  in  either  of  the  Journals, 
but  from  the  official  statement,  the  text  of  the  inscriptions  on  the 
other  plates  and  the  assertion  of  Celoron  that  "the  inscription  is 
always  the  same"  (page  50)  the  writer  has  undertaken  to  sup- 
ply, with  the  aid  of  the  fragment  left,  the  full  inscription  of  this 
plate.  The  result  is  found  on  page  39.  It  cannot  vary  ma- 
terially from  the  original  and  is  believed  to  be  practically  identi- 
cal with  it. 

A  comparison  of  the  texts  of  these  plates  shows  some  varia- 
tions and  slight  inaccuracies  in  orthography.  The  artist,  Paul  de 
Brosse,  like  Celoron  himself,  had  evidently  not  taken  first  prize 
in  spelling  words  of  his  native  tongue  and  was  somewhat  careless, 
as  the  variations  in  the  texts  of  the  inscriptions  indicate.  Mr. 
Marshall  in  his  paper,  page  124,  tells  us  how  Caleb  Atwater, 
Governor  Clinton  and  others  were  led  for  years  to  suppose  that 
the  leaden  plate  found  at  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum  had 
originally  been  buried  at  the  mouth  of  French  Creek  on  the  site 
of  the  old  Indian  village,  Venango.  They  were  led  to  this  con- 
clusion by  the  similarity  of  the  words  "Yenangue"  and  "Ven- 
ango." The  fact  is,  as  the  Journal  of  Celoron  shows,  that  "Yen- 
angue"  is  only  part  of  the  name  of  the  river,  the  concluding  por- 
tion of  which,  "kouan"  undoubtedly  was  carried  over  to  the  be- 
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ginning  of  the  next  line,  completing  the  word  "Yenanguekouan" 
the  name  given  to  what  is  now  the  Muskingum  River. 

The  circumstances  under  which'  this  plate  was  discovered  are 
stated  on  a  succeeding  page  and  more  fully  in  Hildreth's  Pioneer 
History  of  the  Ohio  Valley  pages  19  and  20.  The  names  of  the 
boys  who  discovered  the  jjlate  are  not  given.  In  The  Olden  Time, 
Vol.  I,  pages  238-241,  is  published  an  account  of  the  discovery 
of  the  plate  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha.  This  plate  was 
found  by  "a  little  son  of  J.  W.  Beale,  while  playing  on  the  margin 
of  the  river."  The  writer  in  The  Olden  Time  makes  the  follow- 
ing comment  on  the  inscription  of  this  plate : 

"The  French  is  none  of  the  purest,  and  the  accents,  apostro- 
phes, and  punctuation  are  wanting,  except  that  the  circumflex  is 
placed  over  the  initial  O  in  Oyo  the  first  time  that  word  occurs, 
while  the  I's,  though  capitals,  are  invariably  dotted,  and  the  Q's 
are  of  the  old  black  letter  form,  like  a  P  reversed." 

As  one  reads  the  speeches  of  Celoron,  delivered  to  the 
Indians  in  behalf  of  the  courtly  Galissoniere,  and  the  crafty  re- 
plies, he  is  impressed  with  the  thought  that  "the  untutored  child 
of  the  forest"  was  something  of  a  diplomat.  The  honeyed  words 
of  the  Indian  orators  to  their  "dear  father",  whose  envoy  they 
would  like  to  have  scalped,  were  only  equaled  by  the  bland  as- 
surances to  "my  dear  children"  by  Celoron  who  would  have  pre- 
ferred to  beat  the  whole  tribe  of  redskins  into  genuine  submis- 
sion if  he  had  thought  that  his  force  was  adequate  to  that  enter- 
prise. Even  at  that  distant  date,  the  Ohio  soil  seemed  to  evolve 
the  wily  politician,  prophetic  of  greater  things  that  would  fol- 
low when  the  forests  should  be  cleared  away  and  the  native 
tendency  should  bear  larger  fruit  in  the  sunlight  of  civilization. 
In  particular,  our  thoughts  are  apt  to  Imger  about  old  La  De- 
moiselle, or  Old  Britain,  as  he  was  called  by  the  English.  He  was 
a  shrewd  old  aborigonie.  He  rather  enjoyed  being  courted  for 
favors  by  the  rival  interests  of  England  and  France.  Presents 
from  both  were  "thankfully  received".  Like  the  accomplished 
politician  of  current  history,  he  made  all  sorts  of  promises,  but 
politely  excused  himself  when  Celoron  invited  him  to  accompany 
the  expedition  on  its  way  north. 
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The  British  and  the  French  had  sought  the  favor  of  the  old 
chief  by  flattery  as  well  as  by  the  bestowal  of  presents.  The 
former  by  way  of  compliment  had  called  him  Old  Britain  ;  the 
latter,  not  to  be  outdone,  named  him  The  Demoiselle,  the  lady. 

As  a  keen  rivalry  sprang  up  between  the  French  and  English 
to  gain  the  favor  of  the  native  tribes  and  take  possession  of  the 
land,  the  Indians  began  to  view  both  with  suspicion  and  seemed 
to  realize  instinctively  that  they  were  in  danger  of  losing  the 
hunting  grounds,  from  time  immemorial  their  undisputed  posses- 
sion. They  reasoned  much  as  a  certain  chief  who  watched  the 
English  surveying  on  the  Virginia  shore  of  the  Ohio  River  while 
the  French  were  solemnly  taking  possession  on  the  other  side,  and 
said :  "The  French  claim  all  the  land  on  one  side  of  the  Ohio 
and  the  English  claim  all  on  the  other  side.  Where  is  the  land 
that  belongs  to  the  Indians." 

Following  the  expedition  of  Celoron,  came  Christopher  Gist, 
the  agent  of  the  Virginia  Land  Company.  He  was  received  with 
great  acclaim  by  Old  Britain  who  promptly  forgot  all  his  promises 
to  Celoron,  refused  to  move  northward  to  the  sphere  of  French 
influence  and  continued  to  build  up  his  village  through  a  flour- 
ishing trade  with  the  British.  F'or  this  forgetfulness  and  evident 
partiality  the  old  chief  afterward  paid  dearly. 

The  French  governor  of  Canada  resolved  that  British  power 
in  the  valley  of  the  Miami  should  be  overthrown.  In  June,  1752, 
over  200  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  Indians,  under  the  leadership 
of  a  French  officer  by  the  name  of  Charles  Langlade,  set  out  on 
.a  mission  of  plunder  and  vengence  to  the  Miami  when  the  war- 
riors were  nearly  all  absent  on  the  chase.  Those  who  remained 
were  taken  completely  by  surprise.  Before  Old  Britain  and  the 
five  English  traders  who  were  in  the  village  could  get  safely 
within  the  enclosure  of  the  fort,  the  enemy  were  in  their  midst, 
dealing  out  death  from  their  blazing  rifles.  Old  Britain  and 
thirteen  of  his  men  were  killed  and  scalped.  One  of  the  traders 
was  stabbed  to  death  and  his  heart  was  eaten  by  his  savage 
captors,  as  they  said,  ''to  increase  their  courage."  They  then 
Loiled  and  ate  the  body  of  Old  Britain.  Thus  perished  Ohio's 
first  great  diplomat   and   politician.      His  tragic   exit   from   the 
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"scenes  of  his  glory"  may  contain  a  lesson  and  a  warning  to  his 
successors  who  are  still  abroad  in  this  favored  land. 

Seriously  speaking,  the  expeditions  of  Celoron  and  Gist  pre- 
pared the  way  for  hostilities  on  this  continent  between  the. 
British  and  the  French,  which  culminated  in  the  surrender  of 
Quebec  and  the  overthrow  of  French  power  in  America. 

The  destruction  of  Pickawillany,  the  village  of  Old  Britain,, 
by  the  French  under  Langlade  is  sometimes  considered  the  open- 
ing battle  of  the  French  and  Indian  War. 

The  notes  of  Rev.  Lambing  on  the  following  pages  explain, 
in  large  measure  the  varied  and  somewhat  inconsistent  spelling" 
of  proper  names  that  sometimes  occurs  in  the  two  Journals.  It 
must  be  admitted  that  this  subject  has  been  a  perplexing  one  to 
the  editor  of  this  publication.  The  name  Galissoniere  is  spelled, 
in  the  Nezi'  International  Encyclopedia,  Gallissonniere  and  there 
are  other  variations.  Celoron  and  Father  Lambing  omit  the  final 
J  in  Bonnecamps.  In  the  Journal  of  Bonnecamps  the  name  given 
to  what  we  know  as  the  Muskingum  River  is  spelled  Jenangue- 
kona  while  on  his  map  he  has  it  Yenanguekonan.  In  the  Journal 
of  Celeron  the  Ohio  River  is  spelled  variously.  Oyo,  L'oyo  and 
Ohio.  An  effort  has  been  made  on  the  following  pages  to  repro- 
duce the  two  journals  and  the  paper  by  Mr.  Marshall  just  as  they 
occur  in  the  previous  published  form.  We  may  reasonably  con- 
clude the  the  spelling  of  the  following  proper  nouns  is  correct  r 
Galissoniere,  Bonnecamps  and  Celoron.  This  is  the  spelling  of 
the  men  who  bore  the  names. 


REVEREND  ANDREW  ARNOLD  LAMBING 


Andrew  Arnold  Lambing,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  original  six 
families  that  laid  the  first  permanent  foundation  of  the  Catholic  Church 
in  Western  Pennsylvania,  was  born  at  Manorville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1842. 
He  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood  in  1869,  and  from  his  first  charge  gave 
all  his  leisure  time  to  historical  research-work  in  and  around  Pittsburgh. 
In  1880  he  published  a  History  of  the  Catholic  Church  in  the  Dioceses  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny. 

Shortly  after  the  publication  of  Leo  XIII's  letter  on  Historical 
Studies,  Father  Lambing  gathered  a  few  friends  around  him.  and  on 
February  1,  1884,  he  organized  the  Ohio  Valley  Catholic  Historical 
Society.  In  common  with  many  others,  Doctor  Lambing  had  long 
felt  that  too  little  interest  was  being  manifested  by  American 
Catholics  in  collecting  and  preserving  the  records  of  the  past.  He  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  there  should  be  a  Catholic  historical  magazine  in 
the  United  States,  in  which  the  early  records  of  his  church  could  be 
preserved  in  a  suitable  form  for  future  workers.  "Let  us,"  he  said,  "but 
transport  ourselves  forward  a  hundred  years  and  reflect  on  the  value  that 
would  then  be  attached  to  such  a  work  and  the  depth  of  gratitude  pos- 
terity would  feel  it  owed  us."  He  began  a  quarterly  publication  called 
Historical  Researches  in  Western  Pennsylvania  Principally  Catholic,  the 
first  number  appearing  in  July,  1884.  The  subscription  price  was  placed 
at  one  dollar  a  year. 

This  publication  was  then  changed  to  the  Catholic  Historical  Re- 
searches, the  first  number  of  which  appeared  in  July,  1885.  Doctor  Lam- 
bing believed  that  in  this  way  he  could  extend  the  scope  of  its  activity  to 
the  whole  country,  give  greater  variety  to  its  contents,  and  confine  it  to 
the  investigation  of  matters  relating  to  the  Catholic  religion. 

In  speaking  of  what  Father  Lambing  did  for  western  Pennsylvania 
the  editor  of  "The  Standard  History  of  Pittsburg"  says:  "He  has  done 
more  than  any  other  one  man  to  place  in  permanent  form  valuable 
and  fast-perishing  records."  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  President 
of  the  Historical  Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  and  he  served  on 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Carnegie  Technical  School  of  Pittsburgh. 

His  translation  of  the  Journal  of  Celeron,  which  appeared  in  the 
second  volume  of  the  Catholic  Historical  Researches,  is  republished  on 
the   following  pages. 

Father  Lambing  died  while  pastor  of  the  church  at  Wilkinsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  December  24,  1918. 
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CELORON'S  JOURNAL. 


EDITED    BY    REV.    A.    A.    LAMBING. 


INTRODUCTORY  NOTE. 

It  is  now  almost  two  years  since  I  read  a  paper  before  the 
Historical  Society  of  Western  Pennsylvania,  on  Celeron's  expe- 
dition down  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio  rivers  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  summer  of  1749.  The  subject  attracted  considerable  atten- 
tion at  the  time,  and  between  those  who  culled  from  me  and 
those  who  cudgeled  me,  the  local  public  have  become  pretty  well 
acquainted  with  the  movements  of  the  French  in  this  part  of  the 
United  States  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  The  interest 
which  the  subject  attracted  determined  me  to  secure  a  copy  of 
the  Journal  itself;  the  original  of  which  is  kept  in  the  archives 
of  the  marine  at  Paris.  I  may  state,  in  passing,  that  I  am  ex- 
pecting other  documents  from  the  same  and  other  sources  relat- 
ing to  the  operations  of  the  French  in  this  country. 

The  translation  is  made  as  literally  as  correctness  of  language 
would  permit ;  for  Celoron.  like  many  others  in  his  day,  w^as 
better  able  to  fight  the  enemies  of  France  than  to  write  the  lan- 
guage of  France.  Notes  are  appended  to  illustrate  the  text,  and 
reference  is  frequently  made  to  notes  in  certain  papers  in  the 
first  volume  of  Researches  and  the  Register  of  Fort  Duquesne, 
which  it  was  not  thought  necessaray  to  reproduce  here.*  The 
Journal  will  extend  through  about  four  numbers  of  the  RE- 
SEARCHES. 

TRANSLATION  OF  JOURNAL. 

Journal  of  the  expedition  which  I,  Celoron,  Knight  of  the 
Royal  and  Military  Order  of  St.  Louis,  Captain,  commanding  a 
detachment  sent  down  the  Beautiful  River  by  the  orders  of  M., 
the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere-  Governor-General  of  all  New 
France,  and  of  the  Country  of  Louisiana. 


*  These  notes  are  reproduced  with  the  references. 

(12) 
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I  set  out  from  La  Chine  on  the  15th  of  June  with  a  detach- 
ment composed  of  one  Captain,  eight  subaltern  officers,  six 
Cadets,  one  Chaplain,  twenty  soldiers,  one  hundred  and  eighty 
Canadians,  and  about  thirty  Indians,  there  being  as  many  Iro- 
quois as  Abinakis.^  I  passed  the  night  at  Point  Claire.  The 
i6th,  I  set  out  at  ten  in  the  morning  and  passed  the  night  at 
Soulange,  with  my  whole  detachment ;  several  canoes  were  de- 
stroyed in  the  rapids.  The  17th,  I  set  out  from  Soulange,  I 
ascended  the  Cedars,  the  rapids  of  the  lake,  to  where  M.  Jon- 
caire  made  shipwreck,  his  canoe  being  broken,  one  man  drowned, 
and  the  greater  part  of  the  goods  lost.  The  i8th,  I  stopped  at 
the  entrance  of  Lake  St.  Francis  in  order  to  get  the  few  goods 
dried,  which  had  been  gathered  up  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids. 
The  19th,  I  passed  Lake  St.  Francis,  and  ascended  the  rapids, 
called  the  Thousand  Rocks,  making  the  passage  without  acci- 
dent. The  20th,  I  ascended  the  long  bottom.  The  21st,  I  passed 
several  rapids,  I'll  not  give  the  number  of  them,  they  are  known 
to  every  one.  The  22d,  23d  and  24th,  I  continued  my  route  with- 
out anything  remarkable  having  happened,  save  that  several 
canoes  were  smashed  through  the  ill-will  of  those  who  were 
guiding  them ;  I  got  them  repaired,  and  continued  my  route.  I 
passed  the  25th  at  a  New  French  establishment  which  M.  the 
abbe  Piquet*  founded,  where  I  found  about  sixty  acres  of  cleared 
land.  His  stone  fort,  eight  feet  high,  was  not  as  yet  much 
advanced.  The  abbe  Piquet  lodged  in  a  bark  cabin  in  the  Indian 
fashion,  and  had  lumber  and  other  materials  prepared  for  his 
lodging;  he  had  two  Montagues^  Indians  who  besought  me  to 
take  them  along  with  me.  To  please  him  I  accepted  them.  This 
was  all  that  made  up  his  mission.*^  The  26th,  I  set  out  from  M. 
Piquet's  and  passed  the  night  at  the  Narrows.  The  27th,  I  set 
out  early  in  the  morning  to  go  to  Fort  Frontenac^  where  I  ar- 
rived at  five  in  the  evening.  The  28th  and  29th,  I  stopped  at 
Fort  Frontenac  to  repair  my  canoes,  which  had  been  very  much 
damaged  in  the  rapids,  and  to  give  my  men  a  rest.  The  30th, 
I  set  out  from  Fort  Frontenac  to  go  to  Niagara.  At  Quinte  I 
fell  in  with  Alonsieur  de  la  Naudiere*  who  was  returning  from 
the  Miamis.  He  told  me  that  the  nations  of  Detroit,  apprised  of 
mv  expedition,  were  ready  on  the  first  invitation  to  come  and  join 
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me.  I  did  not  count  much  on  the  disposition  of  these  Indians ; 
however,  as  I  had  learned  on  my  route  that  there  would  be  more 
people  on  the  Beautiful  River  than  had  been  reported  to  M.  de  la 
Galissoniere,  I  profited,  at  all  risks,  by  the  advice  of  M.  de  la 
Naudiere,  and  forced  my  voyage  to  rejoin  M.  de  Sabrinois''  who 
was  going  as  Commander  to  Detroit :  the  6th  of  July  I  arrived 
at  Niagara,  where  I  found  him.  We  conversed  together,  and 
I  wrote  to  M.  the  chevalier  LongeuiU"  what  I  had  learned  from 
M.  de  la  Naudiere,  and  I  begged  him,  that  if  the  nations  of  De- 
troit had  the  intention  of  coming  to  join  me,  not  to  be  slow  in 
telling  them  to  set  out ;  that  I  appointed  the  place  of  meeting  at 
Stiotoc  from  the  9th  to  the  12th  of  August ;  that  if  they  had 
changed  their  intention  I  would  feel  obliged  to  him  to  send  me 
scouts  to  inform  me  of  their  plans,  so  as  to  know  what  I  ought 
to  do.  The  7th  of  July,  I  had  M.  de  Contrecoeur,^^  Captain  and 
second  in  command  of  the  detachment,  to  set  out  with  Messrs. 
the  subaltern  officers  and  all  my  canoes,  to  go  make  the  portage. ^- 
I  stayed  at  the  fort  awaiting  my  Indians,  who  had  taken  a  differ- 
ent route  from  mine  in  Lake  Ontario.  They  having  rejoined 
me,  I  went  to  the  portage  which  M.  de  Contrecoeur  had  made. 
The  14th  of  the  same  month  I  entered  Lake  Erie,  where  a  strong 
gale  made  me  encamp  at  some  leagues  above  the  little  rapids ; 
there  I  had  some  squadrons  formed  to  keep  sentry,  which  con- 
sisted of  forty  men  commanded  by  an  officer..  The  15th,  I  set 
out  at  early  morning  in  the  hope  of  having  a  fine  day  and  of 
arriving  at  the  Portage  of  Chatakuin,"  which  I  was  not  able  to 
do;  a  strong  gale  having  risen,  just  as  on  the  previous  day,  I 
was  obliged  to  go  ashore.  The  lake  is  extremely  shallow,  there 
is  no  protection,  and  if  you  did  not  sail  before  the  wind  you 
would  run  the  risk  of  perishing  when  landing.  Large  rocks  are 
found  to  a  distance  of  more  than  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from 
the  shore, ^*  upon  which  you  are  in  danger  of  perishing.  I  fell 
upon  one,  and  without  prompt  assistance  I  should  have  been 
drowned  with  all  on  board.  I  landed  to  repair  my  canoe  which 
had  been  broken  in  several  places.  The  i6th,  at  noon,  I  arrived 
at  the  portage  of  Chatakuin.  As  soon  as  all  my  canoes  were 
loaded,   I   despatched  M.   de  Villiers   and   M.   le   Borgne^^   with 


EXPEDITION    OF  .CELORON    TO    THE   OHIO    COUNTRY.  1 5 

fifty  men  to  go  clear  a  road.^*^  The  rest  of  the  day  I  made  ob- 
servations on  the  situation  of  the  place,  in  case  that  I  might 
afterwards  wish  to  establish  a  post  there ;  I  found  nothing  there 
■of  advantage  either  for  the  navigation  of  the  lake,  or  for  the 
.situation  of  the  post ;  the  lake  is  so  shallow  on  the  side  of  the 
south,  that  ships  could  not  approach  the  portage  but  at  more 
than  a  league's  distance.  There  is  no  island  or  harbor  where 
they  could  be  moored  and  put  under  protection ;  they  must  needs 
remain  at  anchor  and  have  boats  for  unloading  them ;  the  gales 
•of  wind  are  so  frequent  there  that  I  think  they  would  be  in 
danger.  Besides,  there  is  no  Indian  village  established  in  this 
place;  they  are  at  a  great  distance,  the  nearest  are  those  of 
Ganaouagon^^  and  of  the  Cut  Straw. ^^  In  the  evening  Messrs. 
de  Villiers  and  Le  Barque  came  to  pass  the  night  in  the  camp, 
Iiaving  cleared  about  three-quarters  of  a  league^^  of  the  road. 
Sentinels  were  placed,  and  this  order  continued  during  the  whole 
•campaign,  as  much  for  the  safety  of  the  detachment  as  for  form- 
ing the  Canadians  to  discipline,  of  which  they  stood  in  need. 
The  17th,  at  break  of  day,  we  commenced  our  portage  which 
was  vigorously  prosecuted,  since  all  the  canoes,  provisions, 
munitions  of  war  and  merchandise  destined  as  presents  for  the 
nations  of  the  Beautiful  River,-"  were  carried  the  three-quarters 
of  a  league  which  had  been  cleared  the  day  previous.  This  road 
is  very  difficult  by  reason  of  numerous  hills  and  mountains  which 
ure  met  v.nth  thereon;  our  men  were  ?lso  very  tired.  The  i8th,  I 
continued  my  portage,  but  the  bad  weather  hindered  me  from 
pushing  on  as  far  as  the  preceding  day.  I  consoled  myself  for 
this  delay;  being  only  prevented  by  the  rain,  it  was  all  that  I 
wished,  so  as  to  have  water  in  the  river  for  passing  with  the 
loads  which  I  had  in  my  canoes.  The  19th,  the  rain  having 
abated  I  resumed  the  march,  and  that  day  made  half  a  league. 
The  20th  and  21st,  we  continued  our  route  with  great  haste.  The 
22d,  we  finished  the  portage  which  may  be  counted  as  four 
leagues,  and  we  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  Lake  Chataquin ;  at 
this  place  I  had  my  canoes  repaired,  and  allowed  my  men  to 
repose.  At  noon  on  the  22d,  I  set  out  and  encamped  at  the 
outlet  of  the  lake,  which  may  have  been  nine  leagues. ^^  In  the 
•evening  our  Indians,  who  had  been  fishing  in  the  lake,  told  me 
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that  they  had  seen  people  who  concealed  themselves  in  the  woods 
as  soon  as  they  had  been  perceived.  The  24th,  I  departed  from 
the  lake  at  an  early  enough  hour  in  the  morning,  and  we  -entered 
the  river  of  Chatakuin.--  The  water  being  rather  low  I  had  the 
greater  part  of  the  baggage  transported  by  hand.  The  portage 
was  pointed  out  to  me  by  the  S.  de  la  Saussaye."'''  It  was  almost 
three-quarters  of  a  league.  This  transport  rendered  easy  the 
passage  of  our  canoes  which  could  not  have  passed  with  the 
loads.  We  made  almost  half  a  league  this  day  by  water.  The 
25th,  before  setting  out  on  the  march,  at  the  representations  of 
the  Indians  of  my  detachment,  I  called  a  council  composed  of 
Messrs.  the  officers  and  the  nations  I  had  with  me  to  deliberate 
together  upon  the  measures  we  ought  to  take  on  the  occasion 
of  the  vestiges  we  had  found  fhe  day  before  of  several  cabins 
abandoned  with  so  much  precipitation  that  the  Indians  had  left 
behind  a  part  of  their  utensils,  their  canoes,  and  even  their  pro- 
visions, to  seek  the  woods.  This  action  gave  us  proof  of  the 
terror  of  these  Indians,  and  that,  they  withdrew  only  through 
fear,  and  that  they  would  consequently  bear  the  alarm  into  all 
the  villages,  would  put  them  also  to  flight,  or  make  them  adopt 
the  plan  of  assembling  to  form  considerable  bodies,  and  lay  an 
ambush  for  us.^  The  country  was  extremely  advantageous  for 
them,  and  for  us  of  very  difficult  access  on  account  of  the  small 
amount  of  water  there  was  in  the  river.  I  communicated  the 
intentions  of  M.  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere  to  the  officers, 
who  saw  that  it  was  of  great  importance  for  the  execution  of 
the  orders  with  which  I  was  charged,  to  reassure  the  nations  of 
these  countries  ;  and  the  unanimous  sentiment  was,  to  send  them 
word  to  remain  quiet  in  their  cabins  and  to  assure  them  that  I 
came  only  to  treat  with  them  of  good  things  and  to  explain  to 
them  the  sentiments  of  their  Father,  Onontio."*  I  had  their 
opinions  drawn  out  in  writing,  which  they  all  signed.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy  of  them : 

Council  held  by  M.  de  Celoron  with  Messrs.  the  officers  of 

his  detachment  and  the  chiefs,  the  25th  of  July.  1749. 

C        Having  discovered  on  the  24th  of  July  at  the  lower  part  of 

the   Lake   Chatakuin  vestiges  by  which   it  appeared   to  us  that 

the  Indians  who  were  on  the  hunt  in  this  place  had  been  fright- 
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ened  at  the  number  of  canoes  and  people  that  composed  our 
detachment,  having  abandoned  their  canoes,  provisions,  and 
other  utensils,  and  that  they  had  gone  to  carry  the  alarm  to  the 
village  of  the  Cut  Straw;  and  as  it  is  important  in  consequence 
of  the  orders  of  M.  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere  to  speak  to 
these  nations  to  make  known  to  them  his  intentions,  and  not 
wishing  to  do  anything  without  the  advice  of  Messrs.  the  officers 
and  the  chiefs  whom  we  have  with  us,  we  have  assembled  them 
to  communicate  to  them  the  orders  with  which  we  are  charged, 
so  as  to  adopt  together  the  most  suitable  measures  to  dissipate 
the  terror  which  our  march  has  spread.  The  opinions  of  all 
having  been  received,  the  unanimous  sentiment  was,  that  to  reas- 
sure these  nations  and  have  an  opportunity  to  speak  to  them,  a 
canoe  should  be  told  off  to  go  to  the  village  of  the  Cut  Straw, 
in  which  should  embark  M.  de  Joncaire,-^  Lieutenant,  with  two 
Abinakis  and  three  Iroquois  to  carry  them  three  belts  of  wam- 
pum, and  induce  them  to  take  courage,  that  their  father  came 
only  to  treat  with  them  of  good  things. 

Made  at  our  Camp  at  the  entrance  of  the  River  of  Chata- 
kuin,  this  25th  of  July,  1749.     All  the  officers  signed. 

As  soon  as  the  council  was  ended,  I  made  M.  de  Joncaire 
set  out.  This  done,  I  set  out  and  made  about  a  league  with  much 
diffi:culty.l  In  many  places  I  was  obliged  to  assign  forty  men  to 
each  canoe  to  have  them  pass  over.  The  26th,  27th  and  28th, 
I  continued  my  voyage,  not  without  many  obstacles  ;  and  despite 
all  the  precautions  I  took  to  manage  my  canoes,  they  often  sus- 
tained great  injury  on  account  of  the  dearth  of  water.  The 
29th,  at  noon,  I  entered  the  Beautiful  River.  I  had  a  leaden 
plate  buried-*'  on  which  was  engraved  the  taking  possession 
which  I  made,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  of  this  river  and  of  all 
those  which  fall  into  it.  I  had  also  attached  to  a  tree  the  arms 
of  the  King,  struck  on  a  plate  of  sheet  iron,  and  of  all  this  I 
drew  up  an  official  statement,  which  Messrs.  the  officers  and  I 
have  signed. 

Copy  of  written  record  of  the  position  of  the  leaden  plate 
and  of  the  arms  of  the  King,  deposited  at  the  entrance  of  the 
Beautiful  River,  together  with  the  inscription : 
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In  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine,  we 
Celoron,  Knight  of  the  Royal  Military  Order  of  St.  Louis,  Cap- 
tain commanding  a  detachment  sent  by  the  orders  of  M.  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Galissoniere,  Governor-General  of  New  France,  on  the 
Beautiful  River,  otherwise  called  tl-.e  Oyo,  accompanied  by  the 
principal  officers  of  our  detachment,  buried  at  the  foot  of  a  red 
oak,  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  river  Oyo  and  of  Kanaougon,^^ 
and  at  42°  5'  23",-^  a  leaden  plate,  with  this  inscription  thereon 
engraven : 

INSCRIPTION. 

Iri  the  year  1749,  in  the  reign  of  Louis  the  XV,  King  of 
France,  we.  Celoron,  commander  of  the  detachment  sent  by  M. 
the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere,  Governor-General  of  New 
France,  to  reestablish  peace  in  some  villages  of  these  Cantons, 
have  buried  this  plate  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  the 
Kanaaiagon,  the  29th  of  July,  for  a  monument  of  the  renewal 
of  possession  which  we  have  taken  of  the  said  river  Ohio,  and 
of  all  those  which  fall  into  it,  and  of  all  the  territories  on  both 
sides  as  far  as  the  source  of  the  said  rivers,  as  the  preceding 
Kings  of  France  have  possessed  or  should  possess  them,-®  and  as 
they  are  maintained  therein  by  arms  and  by  treaties,  and  espe- 
cially by  those  of  Riswick,  Utrecht  and  of  Aix  la  Chapelle* ;  have 
moreover  affixed  to  a  tree  the  arms  of  the  King.  In  testimony 
whereof,  we  have  drawn  up  and  signed  the  present  written 
record.  Made  at  the  entrance  of  the  Beautiful  River,  the  29th 
of  July,  1749.     All  the  officers  signed. 

This  ceremony  over,  as  I  was  not  far  distant  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Kanaouagon,  and  as  the  Indians  were  notified  by  M.  de 
Joncaire  of  my  arrival,  they  were  on  the  watch  to  discover  me. 
As  soon  as  they  had  descried  my  canoes,  they  sent  me  a  deputa- 
tion to  invite  me  to  come  to  their^  villages  and  to  receive  there 
the  compliments  of  their  Chiefs.  I  treated  well  those  sent.  I 
made  them  drink  a  draught  of  the  milk^°  of  their  Father  Onontio. 
and  gave  them  tobacco.  They  returned  to  their  villages,  and  I 
followed  a  short  time  after.  I  passed  before  the  village;  they 
saluted  me  with  several  discharges  of  musketry ;  I  returned  the 
salutes,  and  encamped  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  M.  de 
Joncaire  brought  the  Chiefs  to  my  tent;  I  received  their  felicita- 
tions, and  as  this  village  consists  of  twelve  or  thirteen  cabins, 
I  invited  them  to  come  to  the  Cut  Straw  to  hear  what  I  had  to 


*  The  inscription  ended  with  the  name  Aix  la  Chapelle. 
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say  to  them  on  the  part  of  their  father  Onontio.  The  women 
brought  me  presents  of  Indian  corn  and  squashes,  for  which  I 
gave  them  little  presents.  M.  de  Joncaire  assured  me  that  it  was 
well  that  he  had  gone  in  advance  to  dispel  the  terror  which  had 
seized  the  Indians ;  that  several  had  withdrawn  into  the  woods, 
and  that  the  others  had  prepared  to  follow.  I  made  M.  de  Jon- 
caire set  out  for  the  Cut  Straw.  The  30th,  I  betook  myself  to 
Cut  Straw''  whither  I  had  sent  M.  de  Joncaire  the  previous 
day.  The  Indians  of  this  place  had  formed  the  design  of  fleeing 
into  the  woods  on  the  report  which  those  had  given  them,  who 
had  descried  us  in  the  Lake  Chatakuin,  who  had  told  them  that 
we  were  a  considerable  force,  and  that,  undoubtedly,  it  was  our 
intention  to  destroy  them.  M.  de  Joncaire  found  much  difficulty 
in  removing  this  impression,  although  they  were  Iroquois  of  the 
Five  Nations  which  composed  these  two  villages ;  although  he  is 
in  fact  adopted  by  the  nation,  and  they  have  great  confidence  in 
him.  As  soon  as  I  arrived  the  Chiefs  assembled  and  came  to  my 
tent.     The  following  is  their  opening  speech : 

Speech  of  the  Sonontouans^-  established  at  the  village  of  Cut 
Straw,  otherwise  called  Kachinodiagon.  and  of  Kanaouagon,  to 
M.  de  Celoron,  accompanied  by  two  belts  of  wampum,  the  30th 
day  of  July,  1749. 

"My  Father,  we  come  to  give  testimony  of  the  joy  which  we 
feel  at  seeing  you  arrived  at  our  villages  in  good  health.  It  is 
a  long  time  since  we  have  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  our  Father 
in  these  territories,  and  the  expedition  of  which  we  have  been 
apprised  for  a  month  has  caused  much  uneasiness  and  fear  not 
only  in  our  villages,  but  in  all  those  of  the  Beautiful  River. 
Thou  hast  perceived  it,  my  Father,  and  to  reassure  thy  children, 
frightened  and  Avithout  courage,  thou  hast  done  well  to  send  us 
our  son  Joncaire  to  tell  us  to  be  calm  and  to  await  in  our  villages 
thv  arrival,  to  hear  the  word  of  our  father  Onontio,  Avhich  thou 
bringest  us.  The  belts  of  wampum  have  entirely  calmed  our  mind 
of  all  the  fears  which  had  seized  on  us;  our  bundles  were  pre- 
pared for  fleeing,  and  we  were  like  drunken  people.  All  has 
passed  away,  and  we  have  remained  as  thou  wished  it  to  hear 
what  thou  hast  to  tell  us.  We  are  delighted  that  our  father 
Onontio  has  made  choice  of  thee  to  make  his  intentions  known 
to  us.  It  is  not  to-day  that  we  know  thee ;  thou  didst  govern  us 
at  Niagara,''^  and  thou  knowest  that  we  never  did  aught  but  thy 
will." 
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Answer  of  M.  de  Celeron  to  the  above  speech,  accompanied 
by  three  belts  of  wampum,  the  30th  of  July,  1749: 

"I  am  delighted,  my  children,  that  the  arrival  of  M.  de  Jon- 
caire  in  your  villages  has  calmed  your  minds,  and  has  dispelled 
the  fears  which  my  expedition  into  this  country  has  caused  you. 
No  doubt  but  it  was  occasioned  by  the  sinister  conduct  of  people 
who  always  occupy  themselves  in  evil  designs.  What  surprises 
me  is,  that  those  who  have  a  right  spirit,  and  who  have  always 
listened  to  the  words  of  their  father  Onontio,  have  caused  this 
fear.  By  these  three  belts  of  wampum  I  open  your  ears  so  that 
you  may  hear  well  what  T  have  to  say  to  you  on  the  part  of  your 
father  Onontio,  and  that  I  may  also  open  your  eyes  to  make  you 
see  clearly  the  advantages  which  your  father  wishes  to  procure 
you,  if  like  sensible  people  you  wish  to  avail  yourselves  of  them. 
It  is  his  word  which  I  bring  you  here,  and  which  I  am  going  to 
bring  to  all  the  villages  of  the  Beautiful  River." 

Words  of  M.  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere  to  the  first  vil- 
lage of  the  Iroquois  Sonontuerna,  established  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Beautiful  River,  delivered  by  M.  de  Celoron: 

(,  "My  children,  since  I  began  to  wage  war  with  the  English 

I  have  learned  that  this  nation  has  seduced  you,  and  that  not 
content  with  corrupting  your  heart,  they  have  profited  of  the 
time  of  my  absence  from  this  country  to  invade  the  territories 
which  do  not  belong  to  them,  and  which  are  mine ;  a  circumstance 
which  has  determined  me  to  send  M.  de  Celoron  to  you,  to  make 
known  my  intentions,  which  are,  that  I  will  not  sufifer  the  English 
in  my  territories ;  and  I  invite  you,  if  you  are  my  real  children, 
to  receive  them  no  more  into  your  villages.  I  cut  off,  then,  by 
this  belt,  the  commerce  which  they  have  lately  established  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  I  announce  to  you  that  I  will  not  suffer 
them  there  any  more.  If  you  are  attached  to  me,  you  will  make 
them  withdraw,  and  v\all  send  them  home ;  by  this  means  you  will 
always  be  in  peace  in  your  villages.  I  will  grant  you  for  this 
all  the  aid  you  have  a  right  to  expect  from  a  good  father.  Come 
to  see  me  next  spring ;  you  will  have  reason  to  be  pleased  with 
the  reception  I  will  give  you ;  I  will  abundantly  furnish  you  with 
traders,  if  you  desire  it ;  I  will  even  add  officers  to  them,  if  that 
gives  you  pleasure,  to  lead  you  and  to  give  you  courage,  so  that 
you  engage  only  in  lawful  business.  The  English  have  acted  all 
the  mere  wrongly  in  coming  into  these  territories,  as  the  Five 
Nations  have  forbidden  them  to  remain  beyond  the  mountains. 
Pay  serious  attention,  my  children,  to  the  message  which  I  send 
you.      Listen   to  it  well ;   follow   it,   it  is   the  means   of   always 
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seeing  over  your  villages  a  beautiful  and  serene  sky.  I  expect 
from  you  an  ansv/er  worthy  of  my  true  children.  You  will  see 
suitable  marks  which  I  have  fixed  along  the  Beautiful  River, 
which  will  prove  to  the  English  that  this  land  belongs  to  me,  and 
that  they  cannot  come  into  it  without  exposing  themselves  to  be 
expelled  from  it.  This  time  I  desire  to  treat  them  with  kind- 
ness, and  if  they  are  wise  they  will  profit  by  my  advice." 

Two  belts  of  wampum. 

"I  am  surprised,  my  children,  to  see  raised  in  your  village 
a  cabin  destined  to  receive  English  traders.  If  you  look  upon 
yourselves  as  my  children  you  will  not  continue  this  work ;  far 
from  it,  you  will  destroy  it,  and  will  no  longer  receive  the  English 
at  your  homes. "^* 

Answer  of  the  Iroquois  of  the  villages  of  Ganaouskon  and 
of  Chinodiagon,  the  31st  of  July,  1749;  with  two  belts  of  wam- 
pum : 

"My  father,  we  thank  you  for  having  opened  our  ears  and 
our  eyes  to  understand  your  speech,  and  see  clearly  that  you 
speak  to  us  as  a  good  father. 

A  belt. 

"My  father,  we  are  very  glad  to  speak  to-day  of  business 
with  you.  Do  not  be  surprised  at  our  answers ;  we  are  people 
who  have  no  knowledge  of  business,  but  who  speak  to  you  from 
the  bottom  of  their  heart.  My  father,  you  have  appeared  to  us 
surprised  at  this  that  the  English  came  for  commerce  upon  our 
lands.  It  is  true  our  old  men  forbade  their  entrance.  You 
engage  us  to  go  up  to  Montreal  next  year  so  as  to  speak  of 
business  with  Onontio.  and  we  appreciate  these  favors.  We 
assure  you  that  we  are  going  to  prepare  for  this  during  the 
winter,  and  that  we  will  go  next  spring. 

"My  father,  you  have  told  us  that  you  perceive  that  the 
English  came  to  invade  our  lands,  and  that  you  have  come  to 
summon  them  to  withdraw  ;  that  to  the  end  you  closed  the  way 
against  them.  We  thank  you  for  your  undertaking,  and  we 
promise  you  no  more  to  suffer  them  here.  We  are  not  a  party 
capable  of  deciding  entirely  on  the  general  sentiment  of  the  Five 
Nations  who  inhabit  this  river.  We  await  the  decisions  of  the 
Chiefs  of  our  villages,  as  also  the  villages  lower  down.  For  us, 
my  father,  we  assure  you  that  we  will  not  receive  the  English 
into  our  two  villages. 

•   Two  belts  of  wampum: 
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"My  father,  you  have  told  us  that  some  Httle  birds  had 
given  you  word  that  a  house  was  being  built  for  the  English,  and 
that  if  we  suffered  them  to  do  so,  they  would  shortly  raise  here 
a  considerable  establishment  for  driving  us  away,  because  they 
would  render  themselves  masters  of  our  lands.  You  have  invited 
us  to  discontinue  this  work.  This  is  what  we  promise  you,  and 
this  house  which  is  almost  finished,  will  serve  only  for  a  recrea- 
tion place  for  the  youth.  We  promise  you  also  not  to  touch  the 
arms  of  the  King  which  you  have  planted  on  this  river,  and 
which  will  prove  to  the  English  that  they  have  no  right  in  this 
part  of  the  country.       ' 

Two  belts  of  wampum  to  the  Indians  of  the  detachment. 

"My  brothers,  we  are  delighted  to  see  you  accompany  our 
father  on  his  voyage ;  you  have  told  us  that  you  have  no  other 
sentiments  than  those  of  Onontio.  We  invite  you  to  follow  the 
counsels  which  he  desires  to  give  you,  and  we  have  taken  the 
resolution  to  do  only  his  will.  We  thank  you  for  what  you  have 
told  us,  and  we  will  pay  attention  to  it." 

The  council  over,  I  made  presents  to  the  Indians,  which 
gave  them  great  pleasure,  and  in  return  they  assured  me  anew 
that  they  would  never  receive  the  English  in  their  homes,  and 
that  they  would  go  down  next  spring  to  see  their  father  Onontio. 

The  31st  of  July  I  sojourned  at  this  village,  having  been 
delayed  by  an  abundant  fall  of  rain,  which  gave  us  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure;  the  river  rose  three  feet  during  the  night.  The  ist 
of  August  I  set  out  from  the  Cut  Straw.  (  After  having  gone 
about  ten  leagues,  I  found  a  village  of  Loups  and  Renards  of 
about  ten  cabins. ^^  I  landed,  and  found  only  one  man,  who  told 
me  that  the  rest  had  fled.  )  I  told  the  Indian  that  his  people  were 
wrong  to  let  themselves  be  frightened,  that  I  did  not  come  to  do 
them  harm;  far  from  it,  but  I  came  to  treat  with  them  of  good 
things,  and  to  encourage  the  children  of  the  Governor,  who  were 
in  need  of  it.  I  added  that  I  did  not  doubt  but  that  as  soon  as 
their  fear  was  over,  they  would  return  home ;  that  I  invited  them 
to  come  to  the  village  lower  down,  which  was  not  further  than 
four  or  five  leagues,  and  that  I  would  speak  to  them.  This  same 
day  I  passed  by  a  little  village  of  six  cabins,^''  the  inhabitants 
of  which  I  told,  as  I  had  the  others,  to  come  to  the  most  consid- 
erable village,  where  I  would  speak  to  them  on  the  part  of  their 
father  Onontio.     They  arrived  there  a  short  time  after  me.    The 
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2d,  I  spoke  to  the  Indians  in  the  name  of  M.  the  Governor.    The 
following  are  the  speech  and  their  answer : 

A  belt. 

"My  children,  the  Loups,  the  reason  which  determined  your 
father  Onontio  to  send  me  into  this  part  of  the  country,  was  the 
information  he  had  received  that  the  English  proposed  to  form 
posts  considerable  enough  to  invade  one  day  these  lands  and  to 
increase  therein  in  such  a  way,  if  they  were  let  do  so,  that  they 
would  render  themselves  masters  of  them,  and  you  would  be  the 
victims.  As  you  have  in  the  past  heard  with  attention  the  word 
which  I  bring  you  on  his  part,  the  experience  you  have  had,  my 
children,  of  the  evil  intentions  of  the  English  in  your  regard 
ought  always  to  be  remembered.  Remember  that  you  formerly 
possessed  at  Philadelphia,  beautiful  lands,  upon  which  you  found 
in  abundance  wherewith  to  sustain  your  families.  They  drew 
near  you  under  pretext  of  ministering  to  your  wants,  and  little 
by  little,  without  you  perceiving  it,  they  established  forts  and 
afterwards  towais,  and  when  they  grew  powerful  enough,  they 
drove  you  away  and  forced  you  to  come  and  establish  yourselves 
on  these  lands,  to  find  subsistence  for  your  wives  and  your  chil- 
dren. What  they  did  at  Philadelphia  they  propose  doing  to-day 
upon  the  Beautiful  River  by  the  posts  which  they  wish  to  estab- 
lish there.  It  is  the  knowledge  which  I  have  of  this,  seemg 
farther  than  you,  which  has  determined  me  to  send  you  M.  de 
Celoron  to  make  you  open  your  eyes  to  the  evils  which  threaten 
you,  and  to  make  you  see  that  it  is  personal  interest  alone  that 
influences  the  English.  I  send  to  summon  them  for  this  time 
to  withdraw,  not  wishing  that  they  occupy  the  lands  which 
belcng  to  me ;  if  thev  are  prudent  they  will  not  expose  themselves 
to  be" forced  to  it.  The  English  have  much  less  right  to  come 
since  the  Kings  of  France  and  England  have  agreed  in  all  the 
treaties  of  peace,  and  particularly  in  the  last  which  terminated 
the  war,  that  the  English  should  never  put  their  foot  on  these 
lands.  You  know  also,  my  children,  that  the  Five  Nations  have 
absolutelv  forbidden  them,  not  only  to  establish  posts  upon  the 
Beautiful  River,  but  even  to  come  there  to  trade ;  that  they 
remain  on  the  other  side  of  the  mountains  on  the  land  which 
they  have  usurped  from  you.  To  this  I  am  not  opposed,  but 
on  my  lands  I  shall  not  sufifer  them.  For  you.  my  children,  you 
will  lose  nothing  thereby;  far  from  it,  I  will  give  you  all  the 
aid  you  have  a  right  to  expect  from  a  good  father.  Depute 
next  spring  some  persons  of  your  nation  with  your  old  men" 
to  come  and  see  me,  and  you  will  see  by  the  reception  I  will  give 
vou,  how  much  I  love  you,  and  that  I  seek  only  to  do  you  good 
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and  to  free  you  from  the  yoke  of  the  EngHsh  which  they  still 
wish  to  impose  on  you.  I  will  give  you  traders  who  will  supply 
all  your  wants  and  put  you  in  such  a  state  as  not  to  regret  those 
whom  I  remove  from  your  lands.  These  lands  which  you  pos- 
sess you  will  be  always  masters  of." 

Answer  of  the  Loups  the  2d  of  August: 
A  belt. 

"My  father,  we  pray  you  have  pity  on  us,  we  are  young 
men  who  cannot  answer  you  as  old  men  would.  What  you  have 
said  has  opened  our  eyes  and  given  us  courage.  We  see  that 
you  labor  only  for  our  good,  and  we  promise  you  to  entertain, 
no  otlier  sentiments  than  those  of  our  uncles,  the  Five  Nations, 
with  whom  you  seem  pleased.  Consider,  my  father,  the  situation 
in  which  we  are  placed.  \  If  you  compel  the  English  to  retire, 
who  minister  to  our  wants,  and  in  particular  the  blacksmith^*^ 
who  mends  our  guns  and  our  hatchets,  we  shall  be  forced  to 
remain  without  succor  and  be  exposed  to  the  danger  of  dying 
of  hunger  and  miser}'  on  the  Beautiful  River.  Have  pity  on 
us,  my  father,  you  cannot  at  present  minister  to  our  wants,  let 
us  have,  during  this  winter,  or  at  least  till  we  go  hunting,  the 
blacksmith  and  some  one  who  can  aid  us.  We  promise  you 
that  by  spring  the  English  shall  retire." 

I  told  them,  without  making  them  any  promise,  that  I  would 
make  an  arrangement  which  would  best  suit  their  interests  and 
the  intentions  of  their  father  Onontio.  I  confess  that  their  reply 
embarrassed  me  very  much.  I  made  them  a  little  present,  and 
induced  them  to  keep  the  promise  which  they  had  given  me. 
The  3d  I  set  out  on  the  route.  On  the  way  I  found  a  village 
of  ten  abandoned  cabins,^^  the  Indians,  having  been  apprised  of 
my  arrival,  had  gained  the  woods.  I  continued  my  route  as  far 
as  the  village  at  the  River  aux  Boeufs,*''  which  is  only  of  nine  or 
ten  cabins.  As  soon  as  they  perceived  me  they  fired  a  salute.  I 
had  their  salute  returned,  and  landed.  As  I  had  been  informed 
that  there  was  at  this  place  a  blacksmith  and  an  English  mer- 
chant, I  wished  to  speak  to  them ;  but  the  English,  as  well  as  the 
Indians,  had  gained  the  woods.  There  remained  only  five  or 
six  Iroquois,  who  presented  themselves  with  their  arms  in  their 
hands.  I  rebuked  them  for  their  manner  of  showing  themselves, 
and  made  them  lower  their  arms.  They  made  many  excuses, 
and  told  me  they  would  not  have  come  with  their  guns,  except 
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that  they  had  them  to  salute  me.  I  spoke  to  them  in  ahTiost  the 
same  terms  as  I  had  done  to  the  Loups,  and  immediately  em- 
barked. That  evening  I  had  a  leaden  plate  buried,  and  had  the 
arms  of  the  king  attached  to  a  tree ;  and  drew  up  the  following 
official  statement  of  the  transaction : 

OFFICIAL  STATEMENT. 

In  the  year  1749,  we,  Celoron,  Knight  of  the  Royal  and 
Military  order  of  St.  Louis,  Captain  commanding  the  detach- 
ment sent  by  the  orders  of  M.  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere, 
Governor-General  of  New  France,  on  the  Beautiful  River,  other- 
wise called  the  Ohio,  accompanied  by  the  principal  officers  of 
our  detachment,  have  buried  upon  the  southern  bank  of  the  Ohio, 
at  four  leagues  distance  below  the  River  aux  Boeufs,  directly 
opposite  a  naked  mountain,  and  near  an  immense  stone'*^  upon 
which  certain  figures  are  rudely  enough  carved,  a  leaden  plate, 
and  have  attached  in  the  same  place  to  a  tree  the  arms  of  the 
king.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  signed  the  present  official 
statement  Made  at  our  camp  the  3d  of  August,  1749.  All  the 
officers  signed.       ' 

The  inscription  is  the  same  as  the  preceding  one,  which  I 
placed  at  the  entrance  of  the  Beautiful  River.  The  4th,  in  the 
morning,  having  conferred  with  Messrs.  the  officers,  and  the 
principal  Indians  of  my  detachment  upon  the  precautions  to  be 
taken  for  reassuring  the  nations  of  the  Beautiful  River,  and  to 
induce  them  not  to  flee,  so  that  we  could  speak  to  them  on  the 
part  of  M.  the  Governor,  it  was  decided  that  M.  de  Joncaire 
should  go  with  the  chiefs  to  the  vilbige  of  Attique  to  announce 
my  arrival  there  and  induce  the  nations  of  that  place  to  await 
me  without  fear,  since  I  came  only  to  speak  of  good  things.  He 
immediately  set  out.     We  made  about  fifteen  leagues  that  day. 

The  5th  I  set  out  at  a  pretty  early  hour.  After  having  made 
from  three  to  four  leagues  I  found  a  river,  the  mouth  of 
which  is  very  beautiful,  and  at  a  league  lower  down  I  found 
another.'*-  Both  of  them  are  to  the  south  of  the  Beautiful 
River.  On  the  high  ground  there  are  villages  of  the  Loups  and 
Iroquois  of  the  Five  Nations.  I  camped  at  an  early  hour  in 
order  to  give  M.  de  Joncaire  time  to  reach  the  village  of  Attique. 
The  6th  I  set  out  about  seven  o'clock.    After  having  made  about. 
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five  leagues  I  arrived  at  the  village  of  Attique,'*^  where  I  found 
M.  de  Joncaire  v^ith  our  Indians.  Those  of  the  place  had  taken 
flight.  This  village  consists  of  twenty-two  cabins.  They  are 
Loups.  M.  de  Joncaire  told  me  that  a  chief  with  two  young 
men  who  had  remained  to  spy,  seeing  him  meagerly  accom- 
panied, had  come  to  him  and  demanded  of  him  the  motives  of 
his  voyage ;  to  which  he  answered :  I  come  only  to  speak  to  the 
nations  of  the  Beautiful  River,  to  animate  the  children  of  the 
(French)  government  which  inhabited  it.  He  induced  this  chief 
to  take  charge  of  the  wampum  belts,  which  I  had  given  him,  to 
carry  them  to  the  villages  lower  down,  and  to  tell  them  to  remain 
quiet  upon  their  mats,  since  I  only  came  to  treat  of  affairs  with 
them,  which  would  be  advantageous  to  them.  I  re-embarked 
and  the  same  day  I  passed  by  the  ancient  village**  of  the  Chaue- 
nons,  which  has  been  abandoned  since  the  departure  of  an  indi- 
vidual named  Chartier,  and  his  band,  who  was  taken  away  from 
this  place  by  the  orders  of  M.  the  Marquis  of  Beauharnois,  and 
conducted  to  the  River  au  Vermillion,  on  the  Wabash,  in  1745. 
(  At  this  place  I  fell  in  with  six  English*^  soldiers,  with  fifty 
horses  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  bales  of  furs,  who  were 
returning  from  there  to  Philadelphia.  '  I  summoned  them  in  writ- 
ing to  withdraw  to  their  own  territory,  that  the  land  whither 
they  had  come  on  business  belonged  to  the  King  (of  France), 
and  not  to  the  King  of  England,  that  if  they  came  again  they 
would  be  pillaged ;  that  I  desired  this  time  to  treat  them  with 
kindness,  and  that  they  should  profit  of  the  advice  I  gave  them. 
They  assured  me,  either  through  fear  or  otherwise,  that  they 
would  not  come  back  any  more.  *  They  acknowledged  that  they 
had  no  right  to  trade,  a  point  which  I  had  explained  clearly  in 
the  citation.  I  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Philadelphia  in  these 
terms : 

**'  "vSir.  —  Having  been  sent  with  a  detachment  into  these 
parts  by  the  orders  of  M.  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere,  Gov- 
ernor-General of  New  France,  in  order  to  reconcile  with  it  some 
•  Indian  nations  which  had  fallen  away  on  the  occasion  of  the  war 
that  is  just  ended,  I  have  been  very  much  surprised  to  find  some 
merchants  of  your  government  in  this  country,  to  which  England 
has  never  had  any  pretensions.  I  have  treated  them  with  all 
possible  mildness,  though  I  had  a   right  to  look  upon  them  as 
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intruders  and  mere  vagrants,  their  trafHc  being  contrary  to  the 
prehminaries  of  the  peace,  signed  more  than  fifteen  months  ago. 
"I  hope,  Sir,  you  will  condescend  to  forbid  this  trade  for 
the  future,  which  is  contrary  to  the  treaties ;  and  that  you  will 
warn  your  traders  not  to  return  into  these  territories ;  for,  if  so, 
they  can  only  impute  to  themselves  the  evils  which  might  befall 
them.  I  know  that  our  Governor-General  would  be  very  sorry 
to  have  to  resort  to  violent  measures,  but  he  has  received  positive 
orders  not  to  allow  foreign  merchants  or  traders  in  his  govern- 

"^e"^-  I  am,  etc." 

This  done,  I  re-embarked  and  continued  my  route.  The  7th 
I  passed  by  a  Loup  village*^  in  which  there  were  only  three  men. 
They  had  placed  a  white  flag  over  their  cabins,  the  rest  of  their 
people  had  gone  to  Chiningue,  not  hazarding  to  remain  at  home. 
I  invited  these  three  men  to  come  along  with  me  to  Chiningue  in 
order  to  hear  what  I  had  to  say  to  them.  I  re-embarked  and 
went  to  the  village  which  is  called  the  Written  Rock.**  They 
are  Iroquois  that  inhabit  this  place,  and  it  was  an  old  woman  of 
that  nation,  who  led  them.  (  She  looks  upon  herself  as  queen*^ 
and  is  entirely  devoted  to  the  English.  All  the  Indians  with- 
drew ;  there  remained  in  this  place  only  six  English  traders,  who 
came  all  trembling  before  me. )  I  landed,  and  when  I  wished  to 
speak  to  them  I  was  much  embarrassed,  not  having  an  inter- 
preter of  their  language,  and  they  pretended  not  to  understand 
others.  However,  they  yielded,  and  one  among  them  spoke 
Chavenoun.'^°  I  made  the  same  citation  to  them  as  to  the  others, 
and  I  wrote  to  their  Governor.  They  told  me  they  were  going 
to  withdraw,  that  they  knew  well  they  had  no  right  to  trade, 
but  not  having  encountered  any  obstacles  up  to  the  present,  they 
had  sought  to  gain  their  livelihood ;  and  the  more  so  as  the  In- 
dians had  attracted  them  thither,  but  that  henceforward  they 
v^'ould  not  return.  "^  This  place  is  ore  of  the  most  beautiful  I 
have  seen  up  to  the  present  on  the  Beautiful  River.  I  decamped 
and  passed  the  night  about  three  leagues  lower  down.  \Mien 
we  had  landed  our  Indians  told  me  that  when  passing  they  had 
seen  certain  writings  on  a  rock.'^^  As  it  was  late  I  could  not  send 
anyone  there  till  the  next  day.  I  begged  the  Reverend  Father 
Bonnecamp"'-  and  M.  de  Joncaire  to  go  there  in  the  hope  that 
these  writings  might  afiford  me  some  light.     They  set  out  early 
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in  the  morning  and  brought  me  back  word  that  they  M'ere  noth- 
ing more  than  some  EngHsh  names  written  with  cha.rcoal.  As 
I  was  only  two  leagues  from  Chiningue^^  I  made  the  men  of  my 
detachment  brush  themselves  up  as  well  as  possible,  so  as  to  give 
them  a  better  appearance,  and  I  arranged  everything  for  repair- 
ing to  the  village  in  good  order,  as  I  considered  this  one  of  the 
most  considerable  villages  of  the  Beautiful  River.  The  8th,  as 
I  was  preparing  to  embark,  I  saw  a  canoe  come  in  sight  with 
two  men.  I  judged  they  were  persons  sent  from  the  village,  so 
I  awaited  them.  They  were  only  men  who  came  expressly  to 
examine  by  my  countenance  if  they  could  discover  my  plans. 
I  received  them  with  kindness  and  bad  them  drink  a  cup  of  the 
milk  of  their  father  Onontio.  Among  the  Indian  nations  this 
is  always  the  greatest  mark  of  friendship  that  one  can  make 
them.  After  having  conversed  some  time  they  asked  me  to 
let  them  go  back  to  their  villages,  and  begged  me  to  give  them 
about  an  hour  in  advance  so  that  they  might  prepare  themselves 
to  receive  me.  Shortly  after  their  departure  I  embarked,  after 
having  examined  my  men's  arms,  and  having  ammunition  dis- 
tributed in  case  of  need ;  and  having  to  take  many  precautions 
with  nations  frightened  and  mad,  I  ordered  that  there  should  be 
only  four  guns  charged  with  powder  to  each  canoe,  to  answer 
the  salutes,  and  eight  loaded  with  bullets  /when  I  was  in  sight  of 
the  village  I  discovered  three  French  and  one  English  fiag.|  as 
soon  as  I  was  descried  salutes  of  musketry  were  fired  from  the 
village,  and,  as  the  current  is  extremely  strong  at  this  part  of  the 
shallow  river,  there  came  an  Iroquois  in  front  of  me  to  point  out 
the  channel.  I  was  brought  there  in  an  instant  by  the  swiftness 
of  the  current.  When  landing  they  fired  a  discharge  of  balls  for 
us.  This  sort  of  salute  is  given  by  all  the  nations  of  the  south, 
and  accidents  frequently  occur  from  it.  This  manner  of  saluting 
did  not  surprise  me  more  than  it  did  the  officers  of  my  detach- 
ment, still,  as  I  had  suspicions  of  them,  and  had  no  confidence  in 
their  good  intentions,  I  had  M.  de  Joncaire  tell  them  to  stop 
firing  in  this  manner  or  I  would  open  fire  on  them.  I  had  them 
ordered  at  the  same  time  to  knock  down  the  English  tent,  or  1 
would  have  it  taken  away  myself.  This  was  done  immediately,  a 
woman  cut  the  pole  and  the  flag  has  not  been  seen  since.     I 
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landed,  and,  as  the  strand  is  extremely  narrow,  and  disad- 
vantageous in  case  the  Indians  had  bad  intentions,  it  being  at  the 
bottom  of  a  slope  thirty  feet  or  more  in  height,  I  had  to  place 
myself  as  advantageously  as  those  who  might  be  disposed  to 
make  an  attack.  I  fixed  my  camp  securely  near  the  village,  and 
made  it  appear  as  strong  as  it  was  possible  for  me.  I  had  body 
guards  placed  on  the  right  and  the  left,  I  ordered  sentinels  to 
be  placed  at  a  short  distance  from  each  other,  and  bivouacked 
for  the  night.  Messrs.  the  officers  who  were  not  on  guard  re- 
ceived orders  to  make  the  night  rounds.  These  precautions  pre- 
vented the  Indians  from  executing  what  they  had  planned,  and 
which  M.  de  Joncaire  found  out  a  short  time  afterwards  through 
the  means  of  some  woman  of  his  acquaintance.  This  village 
consists  of  fifty  cabins,  composed  of  Iroquois,  Channanous,  Loups 
and  a  part  of  the  men  of  the  villages  I  had  passed,  who  had  come 
to  seek  refuge  there,  and  to  render  them  stronger.  About  five 
o'clock  in  the  evening  the  Chiefs,  accompanied  by  thirty  or  forty 
braves,  came  to  salute  me.  They  complimented  me  on  my  ar- 
rival at  their  place.  The  following  is  the  opening  discourse  of 
the  8th  of  August,  1749. 

Two  belts  of  wampum. 

"My  father,  by  these  two  belts  of  wampum  we  come  to 
testify  to  you  the  joy  w^e  have  to  see  you  arrive  in  our  village 
in  good  health.  We  thank  the  Master  of  Life  for  having  pre- 
served you  on  a  route  so  long  and  so  difficult  as  that  which  you 
have  made.  It  is  a  long  while  since  we  have  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  the  French  in  our  village.  We  behold  you  here, 
my  father,  with  pleasure.  You  must  have  noticed  by  the  flag 
which  you  have  seen  in  our  village  that  our  heart  is  entirely 
French.  The  young  men,  without  perceiving  the  consequences, 
erected  the  one  which  displeased  you.  As  soon  as  w^e  knew  it 
you  saw  it  fall.  It  was  only  put  up  for  show,  and  to  divert  the 
young  folks,  without  once  thinking  that  the  matter  would  have 
displeased  you.  We  invite  you  also,  my  father,  by  these  wam- 
pum belts,  to  open  your  heart  to  us  and  show  us  what  can  have 
displeased  you.  We  believe  that  you  came  to  speak  to  us  on 
the  part  of  our  father  Onontio.  We  are  ready  to  hear  his 
word,  and  we  pray  you  to  condescend  to  remain  until  the  chiefs 
of  the  village,  wh.om  we  are  awaiting,  shall  have  arrived." 
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Answer  of  M.  de  Celeron : 

Two  belts  of  wampum. 

"I  am  grateful  to  yoir,  my  children,  for  the  pleasure  which 
you  appear  to  have  at  seeing  me  arrive  in  your  village.  I  have 
only  come  here,  as  you  see,  on  the  part  of  your  father  Onontio, 
to  speak  of  good  things.  It  is  this  which  I  shall  explain  to  you 
tomorrow,  when  you  will  be  all  assembled.  You  are  right  in 
saying  that  the  English  flag  which  I  perceived  over  your  village 
displeased  me.  This  mingling  of  French  and  English  does  not 
become  the  children  of  the  Governor,  and  would  seem  to  indicate 
that  their  hearts  are  divided.  Let  it  be  broken  down  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  be  never  raised  again.  The  young  men  have 
erected  it  without  prudence,  the  old  men  have  taken  it  away 
with  reflection,  and  they  have  done  well.  By  these  two  belts  of 
wampum  I,  in  my  turn,  open  your  ears  and  your  eyes  in  order 
that  you  may  hear  well  tomorrow  what  I  have  to  say  to  you 
on  the  part  of  your  father  Onontio." 

They  retired,  and  in  order  to  have  themselves  ready  for  any 
occurence,  they  passed  the  night  dancing,  keeping,  however, 
their  men  on  the  alert,  i  The  9th,  before  daybreak,  M.  de  Jon- 
caire,  whom  I  had  charged,  as  well  as  M.  his  brother,  to  watch 
during  the  night  the  maneuvers  of  the  Indians,  came  to  tell  me 
that  he  had  been  notified  that  eighty  braves  were  on  the  point 
of  arriving,  and  that  the  resolution  to  attack  us  had  been  taken 
in  the  village.]  On  hearing  this,  which  I  communicated  to  Messrs. 
the  officers,  I  gave  new  orders  so  that  all  might  be  ready  in  case 
we  should  have  to  come  to  close  quarters.  I  had  all  my  men 
keep  themselves  in  readiness.  I  placed  Messrs.  the  officers  in 
such  positions  that  they  could  assist  and  encourage  each  other 
to  perform  their  duty  well,  and  I  waited  two  hours  to  see  how 
the  resolution  of  the  Indians  would  be  carried  out.  Seeing  that 
nothing  was  attempted,  I  despatched  M.  de  Joncaire  to  tell  them 
that  I  knew  the  resolution  they  had  taken,  and  awaited  them 
with  impatience ;  and  if  they  did  not  make  haste  and  put  in  exe- 
cution what  they  had  planned,  I  would  go  and  attack  them.  A 
short  time  after  the  return  of  M.  de  Joncaire,  the  Indians  filed 
before  my  camp  and  made  the  accustomed  salute.  They  may 
have  numbered  about  fifty  men,  according  to  what  was  told  me 
by  several  officers  who  had  counted  them  as  they  filed  by.  Many 
braves  of  the  village  had  arrived  earlier  during  the  night. 
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About  two  hours  after  the  arrival  of  these  braves,  the  prin- 
cipal men  with  those  of  the  village  came  to  my  tent  with  pipes 
of  peace  to  ofYer  me  their  compliments  and  to  present  them  to  me 
to  smoke.  Before  accepting  them  I  rebuked  them  for  their  man- 
ner of  acting,  in  terms  which  were  thoroughly  explained  to  them 
by  Monsieur  de  Joncaire.  The  following  is  the  discourse  I  ad- 
dressed to  them : 

Discourse  of  M.  de  Celoron  to  the  Indians  of  Chinmgue.. 
with  four  belts  of  wampum,  the  9th  of  August,  1749: 

"I  am  surprised,  my  children,  that  (after  having  the  con- 
descension to  send  Monsieur  de  Joncaire  to  the  Village  of  the 
Cut  Straw  and  Attique  to  announce  to  you  my  arrival  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  and  to  let  you  know  that  I  was  bringing 
the  word  of  your  father  Onontio,)  to  see  you  frightened,  abashed, 
and  making  manoeuvres  which  at  no  time  were  becoming  for 
the  children  of  the  governor.  I  informed  you  by  these  belts 
of  wampum  that  I  came  only  to  do  good ;  they  have  been  sent 
you ;  you  should,  then,  believe  me.  You  are  well  enough  ac- 
quainted with  the  Frenchman  to  know  that  he  is  sincere,  and 
never  speaks  from  the  lips  only.  If  I  ever  had  such  designs  as- 
you  imagine,  or  such  as  the  evil-minded  have  told  you,  I  would 
have  concealed  my  expedition  from  you,  as  that  was  easy  for 
me  to  do,  and  I  would  not  have  arrived  so  peaceably  at  your 
village  as  I  have  done.  I  know  bow  to  make  war,  and  those 
who  have  made  war  with  us  ought  to  know  it,  too,  so  I  cannot 
act  the  part  of  a  deceiver.  By  these  four  belts  of  w^ampum  I 
again  open  your  ears,  I  enlighten  your  minds  and  I  take  away 
the  bandage  which  you  have  over  your  eyes,  so  that  you  may 
be  able  to  hear  the  word  of  your  father  Onontio,  who  is  filled 
with  kindness  towards  you,  though  he  has  had  reason  to  be 
dissatisfied  with  some  among  you.  Now  I  desire  heartily  to 
smoke  your  pipes  to  prove  to  you  that  I  have  forgotten  all  you 
have  done.  I  shall  speak  to  you  to-morrow  on  the  part  of  your 
father  Onontio ;  I  invite  you  to  drive  away  the  bad  spirit  which 
seduces  you  and  which  will  inevitably  ruin  you  if  you  do  not 
pay  attention." 

I  smoked  the  pipes,  and  they  went  away  well  pleased,  and 
remained  quiet  the  rest  of  the  day  and  the  following  night.  The 
loth  of  August,  about  ten  in  the  morning,  I  made  the  chiefs  and 
a  part  of  the  braves,  assemble  in  my  camp.  I  had  a  place  pre- 
pared for  the  council,  and  I  told  them  the  word  of  M.  the  Gov- 
ernor, to  which  they  listened  with  marked  attention. 
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Message  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere  to  the 
nations  of  Chiningue  brought  by  Monsieur  de  Celoron,  the  loth 
of  August.  1749,    A  belt. 

"The  friendship  wjiich  I  entertain  for  you,  my  children, 
despite  your  estrangement  from  me,  has  induced  me  tO'  send  you 
Monsieur  de  Celeron  to  bring  you  a  message  and  induce  you  to 
open  your  eyes  with  regard  to  the  projects  which  the  English 
form  on  your  territories.  Undoubtedly  you  are  not  aware  of 
the  establishments  which  they  propose  making  thereon,  which 
tend  to  nothing  short  of  your  total  ruin.  They  hide  from  you 
their  idea  of  establishing  themselves  therein  in  such  a  way  as  to 
render  themselves  masters  of  that  territory,  and  drive  you  away, 
if  I  should  let  them  do  so."'^  I  ought,  then,  like  a  good  father 
who  loves  his  children  tenderly,  and  who,  though  far  away  from 
them,  bears  them  all  in  his  heart,  to  apprise  them  of  the  danger 
that  threatens  them,  which  is  the  design  that  the  English  have 
formed  to  take  possession  of  your  territories,  and  to  succeed  in 
that  they  have  begun  to  bias  your  minds.  You  know,  my  chil- 
dren, that  they  have  left  nothing  undone  during  the  last  war  to 
turn  you  against  me,  but  the  greater  part  of  your  nation  have  had 
courage  enough  not  to  listen  to  them.  I  feel  grateful  to  these, 
and.  like  a  kind  father,  I  forget  the  past,  persuaded  that,  for  the 
future,  you  will  remain  quiet  in  your  own  territories,  no  matter 
what  wars  I  may  have  with  th.e  English.  It  is  to  your  own 
advantage  to  observe  the  neutrality  which  you  yourselves  asked 
of  me  when  you  came  to  Montreal ;  to  which  demand  I  deigned 
to  consent,  and  by  this  means  you  will  preserve  this  peace  whicn 
constitutes  the  happiness  of  the  nations.  (^As  I  know  the  English 
only  inspire  you  with  evil  sentiments,  and,  besides,  intend,  through 
their  establishments  on  the  Beautiful  River,  which  belongs  to  me, 
to  take  it  from  me.  I  have  summoned  them  to  retire,  and  T  have 
the  greater  right  for  so  doing  from  the  fact  that  it  has  been 
stipulated  between  the  Kings  of  France  and  England,  that  the 
English  should  never  repair  thither  for  trade  or  aught  else.  It 
is  even  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  peace  which  we  have  just 
made  together.  Moreover,  the  Chiefs  of  the  Five  Nations  have 
told  them  not  to  pass  over  the  mountains  which  form  their"" 
boundaries. )  I  do  not  wish  to  employ  violence  this  time  with 
regard  to  the  English,  I  shall  tell  them  quietly  my  determination 
that  they  should  pay  attention ;  for,  if  afterwards  misfortunes 
befall  them,  they  can  only  blame  themselves.  For  you,  my 
children,  rest  on  your  mats  and  do  not  enter  into  the  disputes 
I  may  have  with  the  English.  I  will  take  care  for  all  that  may 
be    fo''  your   advantage,   I   invite  you  to  come   to   see   me   next 
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year.  ^  I  will  give  you  marks  of  my  friendship  and  will  put  you 
in  such  a  condition  as  not  to  regret  those  whom  I  advise  you  not 
to  sufter  among  you.  I  will  give  you  all  the  assistance  of  a 
kind  father  who  loves  you.  and  who  will  let  you  want  for  noth- 
ing. Those  whom  we  shall  bring  to  you  will  never  covet  your 
territories,  either  by  purchase  or  usurpation;  on  the  contrary,  I 
will  order  them  to  maintain  you  thereon  in  spite  of  all  opposition, 
and  your  interests  shall  he  common  with  mine,  if  you  behave 
well.  By  this  means  you  will  be  always  tranquil  and  peace  will 
reign  in  your  villages.  1  would,  my  children,  tell  you  the  senti- 
ments of  your  father  before  speaking  to  the  English,  whom  I 
am  going  to  look  for  to  tell  them  to  retire." 

'  The  counsel  finished,  they  appeared  well  pleased  with  what 
I  had  told  them,  and  went  to  their  village  to  prepare  their 
answer,  which  I  told  them  to  do  for  the  next  day,  having  a  long 
way  to  go,  and  the  season  being  far  advanced.  This  village  is 
■composed  of  Iroquois,  Chanavaus  and  of  Loups,  for  wdiich 
cause  the  council  lasted  for  more  than  four  hours.  Besides  these 
three  nations  there  are  in  this  village  Iroquois  from  the  Sault 
St.  Louis,  from  the  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains,  and  Indians 
from  the  Nepisiniques  and  the  Abanakis.  with  Ontarios  and  other 
nations.  This  gathering  forms  a  bad  village,  which  is  seduced 
by  the  allurements  of  cheap  merchandise  furnished  by  the  Eng- 
lish, which  keeps  them  in  very  bad  disposition  towards  us.C  I  had 
the  most  prominent  of  the  English  merchants  called  to  me,  to 
whom  I  addressed  a  summons  to  retire  into  their  ov/n  territory 
with  all  their  servants,  just  as  I  had  done  with  regard  to  those 
whom  I  had  previously  met.  They  answered  like  the  others, 
that  they  would  do  so,  that  they  knew  well  they  had  no  right  to 
trade  on  the  Beautiful  River.  I  added  that  their  government 
was  bounded  by  the  mountains,  and  that  they  should  not  pass 
beyond  what  was  agreed  to.  [  I  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Caro- 
lina in  terms  similar  to  those  I  had  employed  in  writing  to  the 
Governor  at  Philadelphia.  ' 

The  nth  of  August,  the  Indians  came  to  give  me  their 
answers.  If  they  are  sincere,  I  believe  Monsieur  the  Governor- 
General  will  be  satisfied  with  them ;  but  there  is  little  reliance  to 
be  placed  on  the  promise  of  such  people,  and  the  more  so,  as  I 
have  just  said,  sinc^ their  personal  interests  make  them  look  with 
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favorable  eyes  on  the  English,  who  give  them  their  merchandise    - 
at  one-fourth  the  price ;  hence  there  is  reason  to  think  the  King 
of  England  or  the  country  makes  up  the  loss  which  the  mer- 
chants sustain  in  their  sales  to  draw  the  nations  to  them.'''^     It  is 
true  that  the  expenses  of  the  English  are  not  near  so  considerable 
as  those  which  our  merchants  would  be  obliged  to  contract  on   1 
account  of  the  difficulty  of  the  route.    It  is,  however,  certain  that 
we  can  never  regain  the  nations,  except  by  furnishing  them  mer-/ 
chandise  at  the  same  price  as  the  English;  the  difficulty  is  to  find 
out  the  means. 

These  are  the  answers  which  the  Indians  of  Chiningue  made 
to  the  message  of  M.  the  Governor-General,  the  nth  of  August, 
1749: 

"My  father,  we  are  very  glad  to  see  you  to-day,  and  (are 
pleased)  with  the  manner  in  which  you  regard  us.  The  Com- 
manders of  Detroit  and  Niagara  had  told  us  to  go  see  Onontio; 
today  you  come  yourself  to  invite  us  to  go  down.  One  must 
be  insane  not  to  pay  attention  to  your  word.  By  this  string  we 
assure  you  that  all  the  nations  who  inhabit  this  river  will  go 
down  next  spring  to  hear  the  word  of  our  father  Onontio. 
Nothing  will  be  able  to  turn  us  away  from  the  sentiments  which 
we  now  entertain.  Even  though  but  one  person  should  remain, 
he  will  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  our  father.  The  shoes  which 
we  wear  at  the  thawing  of  the  ice  would  not  be  able  to  carry 
us  to  Montreal :  we  pray  him  to  make  provision  on  that  score  so^--- 
that  we  may  find  some  at  Niagara  when  we  are  passing  that  way. 
My  father,  have  pity  on  us,  we  have  no  longer  any  ancient  chiefs ; 
it  is  only  young  people  that  now  speak  to  you.  Pardon  the 
faults  which  we  mav  commit  because  you,  who  are  wisdom  itself, 
also  make  some.  ^  You  have  expelled  the  English  from  this 
territory,  and  to  this  we  heartil)^  agree  ;  but  you  ought  to  bring 
with  you  traders  to  furnish  us  with  what  we  need.  "  If  you  have 
pity  for  us,  let  us  have  the  English  so  that  they  may  render  us,  / 
the  assistance  which  is  necessary  until  spring-time.  You  see  in 
what  an  unfortunate  plight  we  shall  be,  if  you  do  not  show  us 
this  kindness.^  Do  not  be  surprised  at  not  finding  answers  to  your 
belts.  Those  you  behold  here  are  only  young  men  who  keep 
their  pipes  f^  when  our  chiefs  and  our  braves  return,  we  shall 
intimate  ro  them  vour  intentions,  and  the  sentiments  of  our  father 
Onontio ;  and,  in  order  that  we  may  be  at  ease  we  pray  you  to 
leave  with  us  one  of  your^^  children,  Joncaire,  to  conduct  us  to 
our  father  and  assist  us." 
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Answer  of  Monsieur  de  Celoron  to  the  demand  which  the 
Indians  made  of  him,  to  have  one  of  the  Messrs.  Joncaire : 

"My  children,  it  is  not  in  my  po\ver  to  dispose  of  any  of  tlie 
officers  which  your  father  has  confided  to  me.  When  you  go 
down  you  can  ask  him  one  of  the  Messrs.  Joncaire,  and  I  am 
convinced  he  will  not  refuse  him  to  you." 

Continuation  of  the  reply  of  the  Indians : 

"We  thank  you  for  the  hope  which  you  give  us  that  our 
father  will  grant  us  one  of  your  children.  We  again  assure  you 
that  we  will  do,  without  reserve,  all  that  you  have  asked  of  us. 
We  would  be  glarl  to  be  able  to  see  you  longer,  and  we  thank  our 
brethren  who  are  along  with  you  for  the  advice  they  have  given 
us,  and  we  shall  pay  attention  to  it." 

When  the  Council  was  finished  I  had  the  presents  brought 
forward  that  I  had  destined  for  them.  They  were  considerable 
enough.  They  were  much  flattered  by  them.  I  encouraged  them 
anew  to  hold  to  what  they  had  promised  me,  and  above  all  to 
come  to  see  Monsieur  the  Governor-General  next  year,  assuring 
them  that  they  would  have  reason  to  be  well  pleased  with  their 
reception  at  the  hands  of  their  father  Onontio.^^  My  business 
finished,  I  had  my  canoes  launched  and  embarked  to  continue 
my  voyage.  About  four  leagues  lower  down  there  is  a  river 
to  the  south'"'^  on  which  there  are  several  villages.  I  did  not 
land  there,  having  spoken  to  them  at  Chiningue. 

I  embarked  about  six  in  the  morning.  Having  made  from 
four  or  five  leagues  I  fell  in  with  two  pirogues  laden  with  pack- 
ages and  manned  by  four  Englishmen.  All  that  I  could  get  out 
of  them  was,  that  they  were  coming  from  St.  Yotoc,  whence 
they  had  set  out  twenty-five  days  previous.  {  I  had  no  English  in- 
terpreters, and  they  did  not  know  how  to  speak  French  or  Iro- 
quois, \yhich  was  the  only  language  of  which  I  had  an  inter- 
preter. '  I  re-embarked  and  continued  my  route  until  three 
o'clock,  and  having  many  sick  I  made  my  Indians  go  a  hunting 
in  hope  that  this  Beautiful  River,  which  had  been  reported  to 
Monsieur  the  Governor-General  as  abounding  in  buffaloes,  might 
furnish  some  to  regale  my  men  who  were  living  on  nothing  but 
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sea  biscuit.  But  I  was  disappointed,  my  Indians  killed  nothing 
but  a  few  deer  which  was  a  poor  comfort  to  hungry  and  infirm 
persons.  ) 

The  13th  I  set  out  early  in  the  morning  and  fell  in  with 
several  pirogues  manned  by  Iroquois  who  were  going  to  hunt 
among  those  rivers  which  flow  from  the  territories.  At  noon  "I 
made  a  halt,  and  had  a  leaden  plate  buried  at  the  entrance  of  the 
River  Kanonuara,  to  the  south  of  the  Beautiful  River,  and  had 
the  arms  of  the  King  attached  to  a  tree,  and  drew  up  the  fol- 
lowing official  statement  of  it. 

Official  statement  of  the  depositing  of  a  leaden  plate  at  the 
mouth  of  the  River  Kanonuara. ®° 

The  year  1749,  we,  Celoron,  Knight  of  the  Royal  and  Mili- 
tary Order  of  St.  Louis,  and  Captain  commanding  a  detachment 
sent  by  the  orders  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere, 
Governor-General  of  Canada,  upon  the  Beautiful  River,  accom- 
panied by  the  principal  officers  of  our  detachment,  have  buried 
at  the  foot  of  a  large  elm  tree  at  the  entrance  of  the  river  and 
upon  the  southern  bank  of  the  Kanonuara,  which  empties  itself 
at  the  east  of  the  river  Oyo,  a  leaden  plate,  and  have  attached  to 
a  tree  in  the  same  spot,  the  arms  of  the  King.  In  testimony 
whereof  we  have  drawn  up  and  signed,  along  with  Messrs.  the 
officers,  the  present  official  statement,  at  our  camp,  the  13th  of 
August,  1749. 

The  14th  I  set  out  at  7  o'clock,  not  being  able  to  do  so 
sooner  on  account  of  the  fog.  I  passed  two  rivers,^^  the  mouths 
of  which  are  very  beautiful.  The  hunting  was  very  fair  that 
day  in  deer.  The  15th  I  continued  my  voyage  and  buried  a 
leaden  plate  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Jenuanguekouan,*^-  and 
drew  up  the  following  official  statement  of  it : 

Official  statement  of  the  depositing  of  a  fourth  leaden  plate 
at  the  entrance  of  the  river  Jenuanguekouan,  the  15th  of  August, 
1749: 

The  15th  of  August,  1749,  we,  Celoron,  Knight  of  the  Royal 
and  Military  Order  of  St.  Louis,  Captain  commanding  a  detach- 
ment sent  by  the  orders  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  la  Galis- 
soniere, Governor-General  of  Canada,  upon  the  Beautiful  River, 
otherwise  called  the  River  Oyo,  accompanied  by  the  principal 
officers  of  our  detachment,  have  buried  at  the  foot  of  a  maple 
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tree,  which  forms  a  triangle  with  a  red  oak  and  an  elm  tree,  at 
the  entrance  of  the  river  Jenuanguekouan,  at  the  western  bank 
of  that  river,  a  leaden  plate,  and  have  attached  to  a  tree  on  the 
same  spot,  the  arms  of  the  King.  In  testimony  whereof  we 
have  drawn  up  and  signed  the  present  official  statement,  along 
with  Messrs.  the  officers  at  our  camp,  the  15th  of  August,  1749. 

The  1 6th  I  could  not  get  off  before  nine  o'clock,  having 
out  several  hunters,  both  French  and  Indians,  who  had  passed 
the  night  in  the  woods.  I  made  about  twelve  leagues.  The  17th 
I  embarked  about  seven  o'clock.  In  the  course  of  the  day  I 
passed  two  beautiful  rivers,  which  flowed  down  from  the  lands, 
the  one  to  the  north,  the  other  to  the  south  of  the  Beautiful 
River,  the  names  of  which  I  do  not  know.  I  landed  early  for 
the  sake  of  a  hunt,  for  all  were  reduced  to  the  biscuit.  The 
i8th  I  set  out  at  a  pretty  early  hour.  I  encamped  at  noon  as  the 
rain  hindered  us  from  continuing  our  voyage.  That  same  day  I 
deposited  a  leaden  plate  at  the  entrance  of  the  river  Chinodaista, 
and  had  the  arms  of  the  King  attached  to  a  tree.  This  river 
bears  canoes  for  forty  leagues  without  meeting  rapids,  and  takes 
its  rise  near  Carolina."^  The  English  of  that  government  come 
that  way  to  ply  their  trade  on  the  Beautiful  River. 

Official  statement  of  the  fifth  leaden  plate,  placed  at  the 
entrance  of  the  river  Chinodaista,  the  i8th  of  August,  1749: 

The  year  1749,  We,  Celoron,  Knight  of  the  Royal  and  Mili- 
tary Order  of  St.  Louis,  Captain,  commanding  a  detachment  sent 
by  the  orders  of  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere,  Gov- 
ernor-General of  Canada;  upon  the  Beautiful  River,  otherwise 
called  L'oyo.  accompanied  by  the  principal  officers  of  our  detach- 
ment, have  buried  at  the  foot  of  an  elm  tree,  upon  the  southern 
bank  of  the  L'oyo,  and  the  eastern  bank  Chinodaista,  a  leaden 
plate,  and  have  attached  to  a  tree  in  the  same  spot  the  arms  of 
the  King.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  drawn  up  the  present 
official  statement,  and  which  we  have  signed  along  with  Messrs. 
the  officers  at  our  camp,  the  i8th  of  August,  1749. 

The  19th  the  rain  continued  so  violently  that  I  was  forced 
to  pitch  my  camp  on  higher  grounds,  the  bottom  lands  being 
inundated.  The  20th  I  reembarked  and  after  making  a  few 
leagues,  seeing  a  man  standing  on  the  bottom  lands  I  went  to 
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him;  it  was  a  Lonp  Indian  who  was  returning  from  a  war  waged' 
on  the  Chien  Nation.  It  was  sixteen  days  since  he  had  set  out 
alone  without  food  or  ammunition.  I  gave  him  as  much  as 
would  enable  him  to  reach  Chiningue,  from  which  he  was  still 
far  distant.  I  questioned  him  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
people  there  might  be  at  St.  Yotoc.*''*  C  He  answered  me  that 
there  might  be  about  80  cabins  there,  and  perhaps  100.  '  I  con- 
tinued my  voyage  till  three  o'clock,  and  then  made  my  men  go 
hunting.  The  21st  the  Indians  of  my  detachment  came  looking 
for  me  to  represent  to  me  that  they  were  afraid  to  go  to  St. 
Yotoc  without  having  previously  given  notice  to  the  nations  of 
that  place  of  my  designs,  because  this  was  a  considerable  village, 
and  there  was  reason  to  fear  that  these  Indians  were  apprised 
of  my  voyage  and  would  be  restless  from  the  fact  that  those 
who  had  brought  them  the  news  of  my  arrival  might,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  villages  by  which  I  had  passed,  have  carried  them 
false  reports,  which  would  lead  them  to  lay  ambushes  for  us. 
When  drawing  near  the  village  I  assembled  the  officers  to  discuss 
the  part  we  should  take.  It  was  arranged  that  we  should  de- 
spatcli  a  canoe  to  St.  Yotoc  to  pacify  the  natives  and  rouse  their 
courage  in  case  some  news-mongers  might  have  caused  them 
trouble.  It  was  Monsieur  de  Joncaire  that  I  appointed  to  go 
there  along  with  Ceganeis-Kassin  and  Saetaguinrale,  the  two 
chiefs  from  the  Sault  St.  Louis,  faithful  servants  of  the  King, 
and  three  Abenaki  chiefs.  Monsieur  de  Minerville  asked  per- 
mission to  go  there  too,  and  I  let  him.  I  gave  those  sent  some 
hours  of  advance.  Then  I  embarked  about  7  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  after  having  distributed  war  ammunition  to  all  my 
men,  and  encouraged  them  to  act  their  part  w^ell  in  case  the 
Indians  wished  to  attack  us.  x-Xfter  making  about  four  league? 
I  discovered  a  canoe,  armed  by  from  seven  to  eight  men.  and 
which  had  a  white  flag.  As  soon  as  they  perceived  me  they 
landed  and  I  went  to  them.  It  was  Monsieur  de  Joncaire  with 
seven  Indians,  both  Chanenoies  and  Iroquois.  As  soon  as  I 
landed  the  chief  came  and  shook  hands  with.  me.  The  others 
did  the  same,  and  kept  silent  for  some  time.  These  men  seeming 
to  me  to  be  much  disturbed,  I  asked  the  reason  of  this  circum- 
stance of  Monsieur  de  Joncairej^and  he  told  me  that  the  nations 
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of  St.  Yotoc  were  frightened  out  of  their  wits,  and  that  when 
they  perceived  himself  and  his  companions  drawing  near,  they 
fired  balls  on  them  and  even  pierced  their  flag  with  three  bullets ;. 
that  on  landing  they  were  conducted  to  the  council  cabin,  and 
when  they  would  explain  the  subject  of  their  commission  an 
Indian  arose  and  interrupted  them,  saying  that  the  French  de- 
ceived them,  and  that  they  came  only  to  destroy  them  and  their 
families ;  that  at  that  instant  the  young  men  had  rushed  to 
arms,  saying  that  these  Frenchmen  should  be  killed,  and  that 
after  they  had  dispatched  their  ow^n  families  to  the  woods,  they 
should  then  go  and  lay  ambushes  for  the  canoes.  '  According 
to  what  Monsieur  and  the  Indians  who  were  in  his  company 
told  me.  all  this  would  have  been  carried  into  execution  by  them, 
were  it  not  for  an  Iroquois  chief  who  averted  the  storm,  pacified 
them  and  volunteered  to  come  to  me  along  with  any  others  who 
were  disposed  to  follow  him ;  and,  for  security,  they  retain  M. 
de  Minerville  and  the  Indians.  Finally,  after  a  silence  of  a 
half-hour's  duration,  the  Iroquois  chief  arose  and  said  to  me: 

"My  father,  you  behold  before  you  young  men  without  intel- 
ligence, who  were  on  the  point  of  embroiling  the  land  in  turmoil 
forever.  Look  on  us  in  pity  and  show  no  resentment  for  what 
we  have  done.  When  you  arrive  at  our  village  our  old  men  will 
testify  their  sorrow  for  the  fault  they  have  committed.  For  the 
last  two  months  we  have  been  like  drunken  men,  by  reason  of 
the  false  reports  which  were  brought  to  us  by  the  villages  through 
which  you  have  passed." 

I  answered  him  thus : 

"I  do  not  know  what  you  wish  to  say  to  me  when  I  shall 
have  arrived  at  St.  Yotoc.  I  shall  make  inquiry  and  see  what  I 
shall  have  to  do.  I  know  you  have  come  to  meet  me  wnth  good 
dispositions.  You  would  have  done  wisely  in  bringing  back  the 
Indians  who  were  with  M.  de  Joncaire.  You  may  go  back  to 
your  village,  I  will  go  there  in  a  little  time.  You  will  give  notice 
to  the  young  men  that  they  must  dispense  with  saluting  me 
according  to  their  custom." 

I  gave  him  and  those  along  with  him  a  drink  and  sent  them 
away,  for  M.  de  Joncaire  said  to  me :  "I  knew  right  well  that 
these  Indians  were  badly  disposed  and  much  frightened,  since 
in  the  space   of  twice  twenty-four  hours  they  had  constructed 
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a  stone  fort,  strongly  built  and  in  good  condition  for  their 
defense."  This  caused  me  to  make  the  most  serious  reflections. 
I  was  aware  of  the  weakness  of  my  detachment ;  two-thirds  were 
recruits  who  had  never  made  an  attack,  and  who,  on  first  seeing 
the  Indians  of  my  detachment,  had  taken  flight.  It  was  not  in 
my  power  to  choose  others,  and  notwithstanding  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  M.  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere  when 
setting  out  for  Quebec,  to  give  me  picked  men,  they  paid  no 
regard  to  them  there.  In  nne,  there  was  no  other  course  left 
me  to  pursue  than  to  continue  my  voyage  without  provisions, 
having  my  canoes  unfit  for  service,  without  pitch  or  bark.'^^  I 
re-embarked,  prepared  for  whatever  might  happen.  I  had  excel- 
lent officers  and  about  fifty  men  on  whom  I  could  rely.  At  a 
quarter-of-a-league's  distance  from  the  village  I  was  descried. 
The  salutes  began  immediately,  and  those  Indians  discharged 
well  nigh  a  thousand  gunshots,  f  I  knew  the  powder  had  been 
gratuitously  furnished  them  by  the  English.  I  landed  opposite 
to  the  village  and  had  a  return  salute  fired.  The  chiefs  and  the 
old  men  crossed  the  river  and  came  to  me  with  flags  and  pipes 
of  peace ;  they  had  the  grass  cut  in  order  to  make  seats  for  us. 
and  invited  me  to  sit  down  along  with  the  officers.  They  led 
back  with  them  Sieur  de  Minerville  and  the  Indians  whom  they 
had  retained.  As  we  were  about  sitting  down  about  80  men 
crossed  over,  armed  and  accoutred  as  warriors.  I  ordered  my 
detachment  under  arms.  These  80  men  lined  a  hedge  about 
twenty  paces  from  us,  and  leaned  on  their  guns.  I  told  the 
chief  that  I  was  astonished  at  the  manoeuvres  of  these  hare- 
brained creatures,  and  that  if  they  did  not  move  out  of  that 
immediately  I  would  fire  upon  them.  He  answered  me  that  they 
did  not  come  with  any  bad  intention,  but  merely  to  salute  us 
again,  and  that  they  should  retire  since  it  displeased  me.  This 
they  did  immediately,  firing  their  guns  in  the  air.  which  were 
only  loaded  with  blank  cartridges.  Pipes  were  then  presented 
to  me  and  to  all  the  officers.  A  fter  this  ceremony  a  Chaouenous 
chief  arose  and  complimented  me  upon  my  arrival.  I  told  them 
that  I  would  speak  to  them  tomorrow  in  my  tent  where  I  would 
light  the  Governor's  fire.  They  answered  me  that  they  had 
in  their  village  a  council  cabin  where  they  would  hear  me,  if  I 
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repaired  thither  with  all  my  officers,  with  regard  to  what  I  had 
to  say  to  them  on  the  part  of  their  father  Onontio.  I  refused 
their  demand,  and  said  it  was  their  place  to  come  to  me  to  hear 
what  I  had  to  say  to  them.  They  being  much  displeased  it 
would  have  been  a  great  imprudence  to  go  to  their  village,  so  I 
held  firm  to  this  point  and  brought  them  round  to  my  views. 
They  returned  to  their  village.  We  posted  guards,  and  the 
rounds  were  kept  up  during  the  whole  night  very  scrupulously  by 
the  officers.  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  since  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  village,  composed  for  the  most  part  of  Chavenois  and  Iroquois 
of  the  Five  Nations,  there  were  added  more  than  thirty  men  from 
the  Sault  St.  Louis,^  and  waste  had  destroyed  the  abundance  of 
game,  the  cheap  merchandise  which  the  English  furnished  was  a 
very  seducing  motive  for  them  to  remain  attached  to  the  latter. 
The  son  of  Arteganukassin*'*'  is  there,  and  neither  his  father  nor 
myself  could  succeed  in  taking  him  away.  Besides  the  men  from 
the  Sault  St.  Louis,  there  are  also  some  from  the  lake  of  the 
Two  Mountains,  some  Loups  from  the  Miami,  and  nearly  all  the 
nations  from  the  territory  of  Enhault.°^  All  these  taken  together 
were  no  better  than  Chavenois,  who  are  entirely  devoted  to  the 
English.  The  23d  I  sent  them  word  by  Monsieur  de  Joncaire 
to  come  to  my  camp  to  hear  the  words  of  their  father.  At  first 
they  refused  to  come,  saying  that  it  was  in  the  council  cabin  they 
should  be  spoken  to.  I  answered  by  saying  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  children  to  come  and  find  their  father  where  he  wished  to 
light  his  fire.  After  some  parleying  they  came  to  my  camp 
and  made  their  excuse  in  these  terms : 

Speech  of  the  Indians  of  St.  Yotoc  to  M.  de  Celoron.  with 
four  belts  of  wampum,  the  23d  of  August,   1749: 

"My  father,  we  are  ashamed  to  appear  before  you  after  the 
excesses  we  committed  yesterday  with  regard  to  those  whom  you 
sent  us.  We  are  in  despair,  we  ask  pardon  of  you  for  it,  and 
of  our  brethren,  and  we  beseech  you  to  forget  this  great  mistake. 
The  sorrow  we  feel  for  it  gives  us  hope  that  you  will  pardon  us." 

Answer  of  Monsieur  de  Celoron  to  the  Indians  of  St.  Yotoc, 
the  same  day. 

"My  children,  no  one  could  be  more  astonished  than  I  was 
when  I  learned  by  the  canoe  which  came  to  me,  the  reception 
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which  you  had  given  to  the  chiefs  whom  I  sent  to  you,  to  an- 
nounce my  arrival,  and  to  tell  you  that  I  came  to  bring  you  the 
word  of  your  father  ( )nontio.  They  had  gone  to  quiet  you 
with  all  the  signs  capable  of  proving  to  you  that  I  only  came  to 
your  \illage  in  a  peaceful  manner.  This  sign  so  honorable  for 
all  the  other  tribes  was  not  so  for  you  ;  so  you  fired  on  them ; 
and  not  content  v.dth  that,  you  have  shown  more  deference  for 
the  word  of  a  wicked  man  in  your  village,  who  is  a  hypocrite, 
than  you  did  for  mine.  I  was  the  more  surprised,  since  believ- 
ing for  a  long  time  that  the  Chavenous  were  men  of  courage, 
they  have  shov;ed  themselves  too  smart  on  this  occasion  in  insult- 
ing those  who  were  sent  to  them.  What  is  then  become  of  that 
good  spirit,  Chavenous,  which  you  had,  when,  ten  years  ago, 
l\Ionsieur  de  Longueil  passed  by  here  on  his  way  to  the 
Chuachias."'^  ^'ou  came  out  to  meet  him,  and  you  showed  him 
in  every  way  the  kindness  of  your  hearts.  A  company  of  young 
men  also  volunteered  to  accompany  him,  yet  he  did  not  give  you 
notice  of  his  coming.  C^But  at  that  time  you  had  a  French  heart, 
and  today  you  let  it  be  corrupted  by  the  English  who  dwell  among 
}'0U  continually,  and  who,  under  pretext  of  ministering  to  your 
wants,  seek  only  to  ruin  you.  Reflect  on  these  just  rebukes  I 
am  making  you,  and  have  no  confidence  in  those  bad  people  who 
will  turn  out,  if  you  do  not  be  on  your  guard,  the  ruin  of  your 

nation.  

"With  four  belts  of  wampum  you  stuffed  my  throat  on  my 
arrival.  I  had  no  need  of  this  sort  of  medicine.  The  heart  of 
the  Governor  is  always  kind  towards  his  children,  but  as  you 
stand  in  need  of  a  stronger  proof  of  this,  by  these  belts  of 
wampum  I  dispel  all  your  evil  dispositions.  The  pardon  which 
}'ou  solicit  for  vour  fault,  and  the  sorrow  which  you  seem  to  have 
for  it,  constrain  me  to  pardon  you.  Be  wiser  for  the  future. 
As  you  ask  me,  I  bury  this  unhappy  affair,  and  I  will  ask  your 
father  Onontio,  not  to  keep  any  remembrance  of  it.  I  invite 
you  to  reject  all  the  deceitful  talk  which  may  be  addressed  to 
you,  and  I  !n^'^te  you  in  future  to  hear  well  the  speech  of  your 
father  Onontio.  \A'hich  I  bring  to  you." 

Speech  of  M.  the  General  to  the  Indians  of  the  village  of 
St.  Yotoc,  brought  by  M.  de  Celoron  with  a  belt,  the  23d  August, 
1749: 

"My  cliildrcn,  the  friendship  I  entertain  for  a'OU,  although 
far  away,  has  induced  me  to  send  M.  de  Celoron  to  open  your 
eyes  and  disclose  to  you  the  projects  which  the  English  are  form- 
ing in  your  regard,  and  that  of  the  territories  also  which  you 
inhabit.      Undoubtedly  you  are  not  aware  of  the  establishments 
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that  they  are  thinking  of  making  there  which  tend  to  nothing 
short  of  your  ruin.  They  conceal  from  you  their  idea,  which 
is  to  build  on  your  territories  forts  sufficiently  strong  to  destroy 
you,  if  I  would  allow  them  to  do  so.  I  ought  then  as  a  kind 
father  who  loves  his  children  tenderly,  and  who,  though  far 
away  from  them,  always  thinks  of  their  good,  to  give  them  notice 
of  the  danger  which  threatens  them.  You  know,  my  children, 
that  they  omitted  nothing  in  the  last  war  I  had  with  them  to 
induce  you  to  declare  against  me.  Happy  for  you  that  you  did 
not  listen  to  them,  and  I  am  thankful  to  you  for  it.  Others  let 
themselves  be  drawn  away,  I  have  pardoned  some  of  them,  per- 
suaded that  they  will  be  more  prudent  for  the  future,  and  will 
no  more  listen  to  these  evil  spirits  who  seek  only  to  trouble  the 
land.  But  to  shield  you  completely  from  their  seduction  I  have 
sent  to  summon  them  to  withdraw  immediately  from  off  my 
territories  wherein  they  never  had  a  right  to  enter,  the  kings  of 
PVance  and  England  having  agreed  in  the  treaties  of  peace,  that 
the  English  should  never  come  for  trade  or  aught  else  upon  the 
Beautiful  River.  I  did  not  wish  to  employ  force  on  this  occasion; 
though  I  had  the  right  to  have  them  pillaged,  I  notified  them 
peacefully  to  pay  attention;  if  another  time  misfortune  befall 
them,  they  have  only  themselves  to  blame.  For  you,  my  chil- 
dren, remain  quiet  in  your  wigwams  and  do  not  enter  into  the 
contentions  I  may  have  with  the  English ;  I  will  take  care  for  all 
that  may  be  for  your  advantage.  I  invite  you  to  come  and  see  me 
next  year.  I  shall  then  give  you  marks  of  my  friendship,  and 
shall  put  you  in  such  a  state  as  not  to  regret  those  whom  1 
remove  from  my  territories.  I  shall  afford  you  all  the  assistance 
which  you  have  a  right  to  look  for  from  a  kind  father  who  loves 
you  and  will  not  let  you  want  for  anything.  Those  who  will 
bring  you  this  assistance,  will  not  invade  your  lands  nor  drive 
you  away  from  them ;  on  the  contrary,  I  have  given  them  orders 
to  maintain  you  tlierein,  and  your  interests  and  mine  shall  always 
be  the  same. 

A  belt. 

"For  the  two  years  that  I  have  been  in  the  country  I  have 
been  entirely  taken  up  in  finding  out  the  interests  of  my  children, 
and  all  that  could  be  of  advantage  to  them.  I  have  learned  with 
regret  the  afifair  which  transpired  between  you  and  the  Illinois ; 
as  you  are  equally  my  children  and  I  have  the  heart  of  a  father 
for  you,  I  charge  M  de  Celoron  whom  I  send  into  the  villages 
of  the  Beautiful  River,  to  carry  my  speech,  and  to  present  you 
with  this  belt  on  my  part  in  order  to  induce  you  to  become 
reconciled  with  your  l:)rethren  the  Illinois.  I  have  taken  the 
same  steps  with  them,  having  despatched  to  the  commander  of 
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that  post  an  order  to  speak  with  them  on  my  part,  and  to  tell 
them  to  remain  quiet.  I  hope,  my  children,  that  you,  one  and 
all,  will  hear  my  speech  with  pleasure,  and  that  you  will  strive 
to  live  in  peace  and  harmony  as  my  real  and  true  children.  I 
do  not  enter  into  the  subject  of  your  quarrel,  I  am  even  ignorant 
as  to  who  is  tlie  aggressor;  but  no  matter  how  that  may  be,  it  is 
his  place  to  make  the  necessary  advances  for  a  reconciliation,  and 
the  offended  party  should  forget  the  injury  received.  I  shall  be 
much  obliged  to  them  for  so  doing,  and  the  more  so  as  1  seek 
only  to  procure  them  that  which  is  most  advantageous." 

Whilst  we  were  in  council  a  Chanenous  entered  with  a  very 
frightened  look  and  told  the  chief  that  all  the  nations  of  Detroit 
(or  the  narrows )  were  coming  to  fall  upon  them,  and  that  whilst 
I  was  amusing  them,  they  were  going  to  see  their  villages  de- 
stroyed.''^  I  saw^  that  the  Indians  were  excited ;  I  asked  the 
cause  of  it,  and  having  learned  it.  I  calmed  their  fear  and  so 
encouraged  them  that  the  council  was  interrupted  but  for  a 
short  time.  After  having  explained  to  them  the  intentions  of 
M.  the  General,  I  gave  them  a  cup  to  drink.  They  went  back 
to  their  village.  As  soon  as  they  were  gone,  I  sent  M.  de  Jon- 
caire  to  get  information  with  regard  to  the  news  that  had  just 
arrived.  It  was  not  long  till  he  came  back  and  reported  to  me 
that  it  was  three  Ontarios  who  had  arrived  at  a  village  in  the 
territory  at  a  distance  of  ten  leagues  from  St.  Yotoc,  and  that 
couriers  had  set  out  immediately  to  bring  us  the  news  ;  that  the 
Ontarios  would  not  -irrive  for  two  days.  I  conjectured  that  they 
were  the  couriers  that  M.  de  Sabrinois  sent  me  to  give  me 
notice  of  the  dispositions  of  the  people  of  Detroit. 

The  24th.  The  Indians  hesitated,  after  having  raised  some 
difficulties,  to  come  and  give  their  answer  in  the  French  camp,  but 
seeing  that  I  persisted  with  firmness  in  my  manner,  they  came, 
and  here  is  their  answer  very  badly  explained,  their  interpreter 
being  very  ignorant. 

Answer  of  the  Indians  of  .St.  Yotoc.  to  the  speech  of  M 
the  General,  the  24th  of  August.  1749,  with  six  belts  of  wampum: 

"My  father,  we  come  to  tell  you  that  we  have  listened  to 
the  speech  of  our  father  Onontio,  with  great  pleasure,  that  all  he 
has  told  to  us  is  true  and  intended  for  our  good,  and  that  wp 
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ourselves  and  our  brethren  who  are  here  present  will  conform 
fo  it,  having  but  one  and  the  same  mind.  By  these  belts  of 
wampum  we  assure  our  father  Onontio,  that  all  who  dwell  in  our 
village  will  no  more  play  an  evil  part  and  will  no  longer  listen 
to  bad  talk.  My  father,  we  render  you  our  thanks  for  wishing 
to  reconcile  us  with  our  brethren,  the  Illinois.  We  promise  you 
to  labor  at  bringing  this  about.  That  speech  has  afforded  much 
pleasure  to  our  entire  village.  My  father,  by  these  belts  of 
wampum  Ave  thank  you  for  the  manner  in  which  you  have  spoken 
to  us ;  we  encourage  you  to  continue  your  route,  and  to  animate 
all  your  children,  so  that  the  land  may  be  at  peace  for  us 
Chananaous,  and  we  assure  you  that  we  shall  labor  henceforth 
only  in  what  is  right." 

The  25th.  I  had  all  the  chiefs  assemble,  and  bestowed  on 
them  a  present  on  the  part  of  M.  the  General,  and  urged  them 
to  keep  the  promise  they  had  given  me.  A  little  while  after  I 
summoned  the  English  traders  to  appear  and  commanded  them 
to  withdraw,  making  them  feel  that  they  had  no  right  to  trade 
or  aught  else  on  the  Beautiful  River.  I  wrote  to  the  Governor 
of  Carolina, ^°  whom  T  fully  apprised  of  the  danger  his  traders 
would  expose  themselves  to,  if  they  returned  tliere.  I  was 
ordered  to  do  this  in  my  instructions,  and  even  to  plunder  the 
English,  but  I  was  not  strong  enougli  for  that,  the  traders  having 
established  themselves  in  the  village  and  being  well  sustained^ 
by  the  Indians,  I  would  be  onlv  undertaking  a  task  which  v\'0uld 
not  have  succeeded,  and  which  would  only  have  redounded  to  the 
disgrace  of  the  French.;  The  Ontarios,  sent  by  M.  de  Sabrinois, 
arrived  and  brought  me  two  letters  in  which  he  informed  me 
that  there  was  nothing  in  what  M.  La  Naudiere'^  had  told  me 
with  regard  to  the  dispositions  of  the  Indians  of  Detroit ;  that  it 
was  rather  the  contrary;  for  notwithstanding  several  efforts 
made  by  M.  Longueuil  and  himself  to  urge  them  to  march,  they 
had  constantly  refused.  T  gave  the  couriers  some  provisions, 
which  were  at  present  very  much  stinted,  and  I  wrote  to  M.  de 
Sabrinois  and  besought  him  to  keep  twenty  canoes  in  reserve 
for  me  at  the  foot  of  the  narrows,  with  provisions  for  my  detach- 
ment, against  the  beginning  of  October. 

The  26th.  I  set  out  at  ten  in  the  morning  from  St.  Yotoc ; 
all  the  Indians  were  under  arms  and  fired  a  salute  when  I  passed 
before  the  village.      The  27th  of  August  I  arrived  at  the  White 
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River'-  about  six  in  the  evening.  I  knew  that  at  a  distance  of 
three  leagues  in  the  country  there  were  cabins  of  my  friends, 
and  that  influenced  me  to  pass  the  night  in  this  place.  The  28th, 
I  sent  M.  Devillier  and  my  son  to  these  cabins  in  order  to  tell 
those  Indians  to  come  and  speak  w^ith  me.  They  brought  them 
back  with  them,  and  I  induced  them  to  come  with  me  to  the 
village  of  the  Demoiselle,'''  whither  I  was  going  to  bring  the 
word  of  their  father  Onontio.  They  gave  their  consent  and 
asked  (to  be  permitted)  to  remain  till  the  next  day  in  order  to 
have  time  to  prepare  for  the  journey.  There  are  in  this  village 
two  cabins  of  Sonontouans.  It  is  the  policy  of  these  nations  to 
have  always  along  with  them  some  (other  Indians)  who  serve 
as  a  hostage.  1  induced  one  of  these  Sonontouans  who  spake 
Miami  very  well,  to  come  v/ith  me  to  the  Demoiselle,  for  I  had 
need  of  him.  ha\'ing  no  interpreter,  though  I  had  to  treat  with 
these  people  on  matters  of  importance. 

The  2C)th.  I  wrote  to  M.  Raimond,  captain  and  commander 
among  the  Miamis,  and  besought  him  to  send  me  the  so-called 
royal  interpreter  with  as  many  horses  as  he  possibly  could,  to 
transport  our  baggage  over  a  portage  of  fifty  leagues.  The  30th 
the  Indians  of  the  White  River  having  arrived,  I  embarked  to 
gain  the  Rock  River,'^^  and  at  the  entrance  I  had  a  leaden  plate 
buried,  and  the  arms  of  the  King  attached  to  a  tree,  of  which 
I  drew  up  an  official  statement. 

Official  statement  of  the  sixth  leaden  plate'^'^  buried  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Rock  River,  the  31st  day  of  August,  1749. 

The  year  1749,  we,  Celoron,  Knight  of  the  Royal  and  Mili- 
tary Order  of  St.  Louis,  Captain,  commanding  a  detachment 
sent  by  the  orders  of  M.  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere.  Gov- 
ernor-General of  Canada,  upon  the  Beautiful  River,  otherwise 
called  the  Ohio,  accompanied  by  the  principal  officers  of  our 
detachment,  have  buried  at  the  point  formed  by  the  right  bank 
of  the  Ohio  and  the  left  bank  of  Rock  River,  a  leaden  plate,  and 
have  attached  to  a  tree  the  arms  of  the  King.  In  testimony 
whereof,  we  have  drawn  up  and  signed  with  Messrs.  the  officers, 
the  present  official  statement. 

The  inscription  is  always  the  same. 

7th  .September.^"  This  done,  I  embarked ;  owing  ^o  the 
scarcity  of  water  in  this  river,  it  took  thirteen  days  in  ascending  it. 


EXPEDITION    OF    CELORON    TO   THE   OHIO    COUNTRY.  5^ 

The  I2th.  The  Miamis  of  the  village  of  the  Demoiselle, 
having  learned  that  I  was  on  the  point  of  arriving  among  them, 
sent  four  chiefs  to  meet  me  with  pipes  of  peace  to  have  me 
smoke ;  as  the  half  of  my  people  were  on  land,  there  not  being 
water  enough  in  the  river  to  float  the  freighted  canoes.  I  was 
informed  by  M.  de  Courtemanche,  the  officer  of  the  detachment, 
of  the  arrival  of  his  messengers,  I  landed  at  the  place  where  they 
were,  and  when  we  were  all  seated  they  began  the  ceremony  of 
presenting  the  pipe.  T  accepted  it.  They  then  brought  it  to 
M.  de  Contrecoeur,  second  captain  of  the  detachment,  and  to  all 
the  officers  and  the  Canadians,  who,  worn  out  for  a  smoke,  would 
have  wished  that  the  ceremony  had  continued  longer.  The  hour 
having  come  for  camping,  we  passed  the  night  in  this  place. 
The  messengers  remaining  with  us,  I  was  obliged,  despite  the 
scarcity  of  provisions  then  in  my  possession,  to  give  them  supper. 

The  13th.  I  arrived  at  the  village  of  the  Demoiselle.  I 
pitched  my  camp,  placed  my  sentinels,  and  awaited  the  arrival  of 
the  interpreter  I  had  asked  of  M.  de  Raimond.  During  this 
interval,  I  sounded  their  minds  in  order  to  learn  if  they  were 
disposed  to  return  to  Kiskakon,^'  for  that  is  the  name  of  their 
ancient  village.  It  seemed  to  me  that  they  had  not  much  objec- 
tion. They  had  two  English  soldiers  in  their  village  whom  I 
obliged  to  go  away  before  speaking  to  these  people.  Those  who 
had  spent  the  summer  there  trading,  had  already  departed  over- 
knd  with  their  effects ;  they  had  ways  of  communication  from 
one  village  to  another. 

The  17th.  Wearied  at  the  fact  of  the  interpreter  not  ar- 
riving, and  because  my  provisions  were  being  consumed  while 
thus  waiting,  I  determined  to  speak  to  the  Demoiselle  by  means 
of  an  Iroquois  who  knew  Miami  well.  I  showed  them  magnifi- 
cent presents  on  the  part  of  M.  the  General  to  induce  them  to 
return  to  their  villages,  and  I  explained  to  them  his  invitations 
in  these  terms : 

Speech  of  M.  the  General  to  the  Miamis  of  the  band  of  the 
Demoiselle,  estabhshed  at  Rock  River,  and  at  the  Baril  located 
at  the  White  River,  brought  by  M.  de  Celoron,  17th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1749,  with  eight  belts  of  wampum  for  the  two  villages: 


:)^ 
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"My  children:  The  manner  in  wliich  1  Ijehave  toward  you, 
despite  all  you  have  done  to  the  French  whom  I  sent  you  to 
maintain  your  wives  and  your  children,  ought  to  be  a  sufficient 
proof  of  the  attachment  which  I  have  for  you  and  the  sincerity 
of  my  feelings.  I  forget  what  you  have  done  to  me,  and  I  bury 
it  in  the  depth  of  the  earth  in  order  to  never  more  remember  it, 
convinced  that  you  have  acted  only  at  the  instigation  of  a  people 
Yy/whose  policy  is  to  trouble  the  land  and  destroy  the  good  disposi- 
tion of  those  with  whom  they  have  relations,  and  wdio  avail 
themselves  of  the  unhappy  ascendency  which  you  have  let  them 
get  over  you.  They  make  you  commit  faults  and  they  incite  you 
to  an  evil  course  without  their  seeming  to  have  any  part  in  it, 
in  order  to  ruin  you  in  my  estimation. 

"It  is  then  to  enlighten  you  that  I  send  you  my  message  ; 
listen  carefully  to  it,  and  pay  attention  to  it,  my  children;  it  is 
the  word  of  a  father  that  loves  you,  and  in  wdiose  eyes  your 
interests  are  dear.  I  extinguish  by  these  two  belts  of  wampum 
the  two  fires  which  you  lighted  during  the  last  two  years,  both 
at  the  Rock  River  and  at  White  River.  I  extinguish  them  in 
such  a  \vay  that  not  a  single  spark  can  escape." 

A  belt  to  the  Demoiselle  and  to  the  Baril.'^ 

"My  children:  I  have  just  told  you  that  these  are  belts  of 
wampum  with  which  I  extinguish  the  fires  that  you  lighted,  both 
at  Rock  River  and  at  White  River.  By  these  belts  I  lift  you 
from  your  mats  and  I  lead  you  by  the  hand  in  order  to  bring  you 
to  Ouiskakon,  wdiere  I  light  your  fire  and  make  it  more  enduring 
than  ever.  It  is  in  this  country,  my  children,  that  you  will 
enjoy  a  perfect  peace,  and  where  I  will  be  ever  at  hand  to  give 
you  marks  of  my  friendship ;  it  is  in  this  country,  my  children, 
that  you  will  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  life,  it  being  the  place  where 
repose  the  bones  of  your  ancestors,  and  those  of  M.  de  \'in- 
cennes,'^  whom  vou  loved  so  much  and  who  always  governed 
you  in  such  a  way  that  your  affairs  were  ever  in  good  order.  If 
you  have  forgotten  the  counsels  which  he  gave  you.  these  ashes 
shall  recall  to  you  the  memory  of  them ;  the  bones  of  your 
fathers  sufifer  from  your  estrangement.  Have  pity  on  the  dead 
who  call  you  liack  to  your  village. 

"'Follow,  along  with  your  wives  and  your  children,  the  chief 
w^hom  T  will  send  to  bring  you  my  message,  and  who  will  again 
light  \our  fire  at  Quiskakon  in  such  a  manner  that  it  shall  no 
more  be  extinguished.  I  will  afiford  yon  all  the  assistance  which 
you  have  a  right  to  expect  from  my  friendship,  and  remember, 
my  children,  that  I  am  doing  for  you  what  I  have  never  done 
for  any  other  nation." 
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Another  speech  with  four  belts  of  wampum  for  the 
Demoiselle,  and  two  for  the  Baril : 

"By  these  belts  of  wampum  I  set  a  boundary  to  all  passages 
which  lead  to  the  Beautiful  River,  so  that  you  go  there  no  more, 
and  that  the  English  who  are  the  ringleaders  of  every  evil  work 
may  no  longer  approach  this  land,  which  belongs  to  me.  I  open 
for  you  at  the  same  time  an  easy  road  to  lead  you  to  Kiskacon. 
where  I  will  light  your  tire.  I  break  off  all  trade  with  the 
English,  whom  I  have  notified  to  retire  from  oft'  my  territories ; 
and  if  they  come  back  there  again  they  will  have  reason  to  be 
sorry  for  it." 

Two  belts  of  wampum  to  the  Demoiselle,  and  two  to  the 
Baril. 

"'My  children:  When  you  shall  have  done  what  I  have 
demanded  of  you,  and  which  is  only  for  your  own  advantage,  I 
mvite  you  to  come  to  see  me  next  year,  and  to  receive  from  my- 
self special  marks  of  my  friendship.  I  have  extended  the  same 
invitation  to  all  your  brethren  of  the  Beautiful  River,  and  T 
hope  that  you  will,  one  and  all,  have  courage  enough  to  respoud 
to  this  invitation,  as  you  ought;  and  in  order  to  begin  to  give 
you  a  proof  of  my  friendship,  I  send  these  presents  to  clothe 
3^our  wives  and  your  children.  I  add  to  them  gunpowder  and 
bullets,  so  that  they  may  supply  themselves  more  easily  on  the 
journey  which  you  are  going  to  make  to  Quiskacon.  Abandon 
the  land  where  you  are;  it  is  injurious  to  you,  and  avail  your- 
selves of  what  I  do  for  you." 

The  council  over,  every  one  retired.  They  carried  away 
the  presents  to  their  village  where  they  assembled  to  deliberate 
on  their  answer. 

The  i8th.     About  nine  A.  M..  they  came  to  give  their  answer. 

Answers  of  the  Demoiselle,  chief  of  Miamis,  established  at 
the  Rock  River  and  of  the  Baril,  established  at  White  River,  the 
i8th  of  September,  1749,  with  pipes  of  peace: 

"It  is  an  ancient  custom  among  us  when  one  speaks  of 
agreeable  affairs  to  present,  first  of  all,  pipes.  We  earnestly 
entreat  you  to  listen  to  us.  We  are  going  to  answer  what  you 
have  asked  of  us.  This  pipe  is  a  token  of  the  pleasure  which  we 
have  in  smoking  with  you,  and  we  hope  to  smoke  the  very  same 
pipe  with  our  father  next  year. 

A  belt. 
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"Aly  father:  Yesterday,  we  listened  witli  pleasure  to  your 
speech.  We  have  seen  clearly  that  you  are  come  only  on  a  good 
mission.  \\"e  have  none  other  hut  good  answers  to  give  you. 
^'ou  have  made  us  recall  to  memory  the  bones  of  our  fore- 
fathers, who  mourn  to  see  us  in  this  place,  and  who  remind  us 
continurdly  of  it.  You  have  made  us  a  good  road  to  return  to 
our  ancient  home,  and  we  thank  you  for  it,  my  father,  and  we 
promise  you  to  return  thither  immediately  after  the  coming 
spring.  We  thank  you  for  the  kind  words  which  you  have 
addressed  us.  We  see  clearly  that  you  have  not  forgotten  us. 
Be  convinced  thai  we  will  labor  to  deal  fairly  with  the  Chaua- 
nones.  We  siill  remember  the  good  advice  which  M.  de  Vincennes 
gave  us.  My  father,  you  have  to  treat  with  people  without  spirit, 
and  who  are,  perhaps,  unable  to  answer  you  as  well  as  you 
hoped;  but  they  will  tell  you  the  truth,  for  it  is  not  from  the  lips 
that  they  speak  to  you,  but  from  the  bottom  of  their  heart.  You 
have  bid  us  reflect  seriously  upon  what  you  told  us.  W^e  have 
done  so,  and  we  shall  continue  to  do  so  during  the  whole  winter. 
We  hope  to  h.ave  the  pleasure  of  making  you  a  good  speech  this 
spring  if  the  hunting  is  abundant.  \\  e  will  correct  our  faults, 
and  w^e  assure  you,  my  father,  that  we  w^ill  not  listen  to  evil 
counsel,  and  that  we  will  pay  no  attention  to  the  rumors  we  hear 
at  present." 

Answer  to  the  Demoiselle  and  tlie  Baril  in  the  same  council, 
by  M.  de  Celoron : 

"I  have  listened  to  you,  my  children,  and  I  have  weighed 
well  your  words.  W'hether  you  may  not  have  understood  me, 
or  that  you  feign  not  to  have  done  so,  you  do  not  answer  to  wdiat 
.1  asked  of  you.  I  proposed  to  you  on  the  part  of  your  father 
Onontio,  to  come  with  me  to  Kiskakon  to  light  there  your  fire 
and  to  build  up  your  wigwam,  but  you  put  off.  doing  so  till  next 
spring.  I  wovild  have  been  delighted  to  be  able  to  say  to  your 
father  Onontio  that  I  had  brought  you  back.  That  would  have 
caused  him  great  pleasure  on  account  of  the  interest  he  takes 
'in  all  that  concerns  you.  "S^ou  give  me  your  word  that  you  will 
return  there  at  the  end  of  the  winter.  Be  faithful  then  to  your 
promise.  You  have  assured  him  of  this,  because  he  is  much 
stronger  than  you.  and  if  you  be  wanting  to  it.  fear  the  resent- 
ment of  a  father,  who  has  only  too  much  reason  to  be  angry 
with  you,  and  who  has  offered  vou  the  means  of  regaining  his 
favor." 
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Answer  to  Celeron's  speech  by  the  Demoiselle  and  the  Baril  : 

"My  father,  we  shall  be  faithful  in  carrying  out  the  promise 
that  we  have  made  you,  and  at  the  end  of  the  winter  we  shall 
betake  ourselves  to  our  ancient  habitation,  and  if  the  Master  o-i— 
Life  favors  our  hunting,  we  hope  to  be  able  to  repair  our  past 
faults ;  so  be  convinced  that  we  do  not  speak  from  the  end  of 
our  lips  but  from  the  bottom  of  the  heart.  We  could  not  at 
present  return  whither  you  would  have  us  go,  for  the  season  is 
too  far  advanced." 

The  council  ended,  I  detained  some  of  the  old  men  for  the 
purpose  of  finding  out  if  what  they  had  just  said  was  sincere, 
so  I  spoke  with  these  Indians  who  assured  me  that  both  the  vil- 
lages would  return  in  the  spring  to  Quiskakon,  and  all  that  kept 
them  back  was  the  fact  of  having  no  cabins  built  where  I  would 
conduct  them,  and  that  whilst  hunting  through  the  winter  they 
were  approaching  their  villages,  and  that  they  would  return  there 
absolutely.  Rois,  (the  interpreter,)  whom  I  had  asked  of  M.  de 
Raimond,  arrived. 

The  19th.  1  remained  to  endeavor  by  the  agency  of  Rois, 
to  induce  the  Demoiselle,  along  with  some  other  chiefs,  to  come 
with  me  to  light  their  fires  and  make  their  wigwams  at  Quis- 
kakon, but  I  could  not  succeed  in  this.  They  kept  always  saying 
and  assuring  me  that  they  would  return  thither  next  spring. 

The  20th.  All  being  ready  for  our  setting  out,  we  broke  up 
our  camp.  After  having  burned  our  canoes,  which  were  no 
longer  of  service  for  transportation,  we  set  out  on  the  march 
by  land,  each  one  carrying  his  provisions  and  baggage,  except 
Messrs.  the  officers,  for  whom  I  had  procured  horses  and  some 
men  to  carry  theirs.  I  had  arranged  all  my  men  into  four  com- 
panies, each  one  of  which  had  an  officer  at  the  right  and  another 
at  the  left.  I  led  on  the  right  and  M.  de  Contrecoeur  on  the 
left. 

We  took  only  fi.ve  days  and  a-half  to  accomplish  this  portage, 
which  is  thought  to  be  fifty  leagues. ^° 

The  25th.  I  arrived  at  M.  de  Raimond's,  who  commanded 
at  Quiskakon.  I  stayed  there  only  as  long  as  was  necessary  to 
buy  provisions  and  canoes  to  convey  me  to  Detroit. 
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The  26th.  I  had  called  to  me  Cold  Foot/^  chief  of  the 
Miamis  established  at  Quiskakon,  and  some  others  of  note,  to 
nhoni  I  repeated,  in  presence  of  M.  de  Raimond  and  the  officers 
of  my  detachment,  what  I  had  said  at  the  village  of  the 
Demoiselle  and  the  answers  I  had  got  from  them.  After  listen- 
ing wilh  much  altenlion,  lie  rose  and  said  to  me:  "I  hope  I  am 
deceived,  but  1  am  sufficiently  attached  to  the  interests  of  the 
French  to  say  that  the  Demoiselle  is  a  liar.  It  is  the  source  of 
all  my  grief  to  be  the  only  one  who  loves  you,  and  to  see  all  the 
nations  of  the  south  let  loose  against  the  French." 

The  27th.  I  set  out  from  M.  de  Raimond's,  not  having 
found  a  sufficient  number  of  canoes  for  all  my  men,  one  part 
went  b\'  land  under  the  conduct  of  some  officers  and  the  Indians 
who  were  to  guide  them  through  the  woods.  I  took  eight  days 
to  reach  the  lower  part  of  the  narrows,  where  I  arrived  on  the 
6th  of  October,  and  found  canoes  and  provisions  for  my  detach- 
ment. I  would  have  set  out  the  same  day  if  my  Indians  had  fol- 
lowed me.  l)ut  tliey  amused  themselves  drinking  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  River  ]\Iiami.  I  waited  for  them  the  7th  and  Sth. 
and  finally  they  arrived. 

The  9th  of  October,  I  set  out  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
Narrows  and  came  to  pass  the  night  at  Point  Pelee.  During  our 
voyage  across  Lake  Erie  nothing  happened  worth  mentioning. 
On  the  19th  I  arrived  at  Niagara,  where  I  was  delayed  three 
days  from  stress  of  weather.  The  22nd  I  set  out  from  Niagara 
for  the  southern  part  of  Lake  Ontario,  so  as  to  pass  that  way 
to  Fort  Frontenac.  It  took  me  fourteen  days  to  sail  over  this 
lake,  and  many  of  my  canoes  were  broken  by  the  violence  of 
the  winds.     On  the  6th  of  November  I  arrived  at  the  fort. 

The  7th  of  November  I  set  out  from  Fort  Frontenac  and 
passed  by  the  establishment  of  M.  Piquette.'^-  I  had  received 
orders  from  M.  the  Marquis  de  la  ( lallisoniere  to  notice  how 
many  deserted  during  my  expedition.  I  did  not  find  any  more 
desert  than  when  I  was  passing  there  in  the  beginning  of  July. 
His  (M.  Piquette's)  fort  was  burned  after  his  departure  for 
Montreal,  by  some  Indians  who  are  believed  to  have  been  sent 
by  the  English  at  Chouequin.  A  granary  stocked  with  hay  was 
also  burned,  and  a  sort  of  a  redoubt  which   stood  in  the  angle 


EXPEDITION    OF    CELORON    TO    THE   OHIO    COUNTRY.  57 

of  the  bastion  was  saved,  although  it  was  set  on  fire  on  different 
occassions. 

There  were  but  three  men  on  guard  at  this  fort,  one  of 
whom  had  lost  his  arm  by  a  gun  exploding  in  his  hand  whilst 
firing  on  those  who  were  setting  the  place  on  fire.  I  made 
inquiries  as  to  whether  it  was  known  which  nation  it  was  that 
had  perpetrated  this  act,  and  I  was  told  that  it  was  two 
Goyoquin,*'  who  had  passed  the  summer  with  M.  Piquette,  and 
who  had  been  hired  by  the  English  to  take  away  his  negro  from 
him.  I  set  out  and  came  to  pass  the  night  at  the  foot  of  the 
Rapids. 

The  loth  of  November,  I  arrived  at  Montreal  where  I 
stayed  two  days.  I  went  down  to  Quebec  to  render  an  account 
of  my  expedition  to  M.  the  Marquis  de  la  Jonquiere.^*  I  felt 
happy  enough,  notwithstanding  the  fatigues  of  the  campaign, 
the  poor  diet,  and  the  number  of  sick,  to  have  lost  (only)  one 
man,  who  was  drowned  in  the  shipwreck  of  M.  Dejonquiere.  I 
was  happy  too  in  the  esteem  of  Father  Bonnecamp ;  a  Jesuit  and 
great  mathematician,  who  paid  very  great  attention  to  the  route. 
The  journey  is  twelve  hundred  leagues.  I  was  still  more  happy 
in  my  own  esteem  and  in  that  of  the  officers  of  the  detachment. 
All  that  I  can  say  is,  that  the  nations  of  these  localities  are 
very  badly  disposed  towards  the  French,  and  are  entirely  de- 
voted to  the  English.  I  do  not  know  in  what  way  they  could 
be  brought  back.  If  violence  were  to  be  used,  they  would  be 
notified  of  it,  and  would  take  to  flight.  They  find  a  great  re- 
fuge with  the  Flat-Heads,-''  from  whom  they  are  not  very 
distant.  If  our  traders  were  sent  there  for  traffic,  they  could 
not  sell  their  merchandise  at  the  same  price  as  the  English 
sell  theirs,  on  account  of  the  many  expenses  they  would  be 
obliged  to  incur.  Moreover,  I  think  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
make  any  easier  conditions  with  the  nations  who  inhabit  the 
Beautiful  River,  than  those  made  at  the  other  posts.  Detroit, 
Miamis,  and  the  rest  would  abandon  our  ancient  posts  and 
perpetuate  the  nations  on  the  Beautiful  River,  who  are  within  the 
grasp  of  the  English  government.  However,  some  persons  have 
been  sent  there  these  last  years ;  but  there  were  fewer  English 
then,  and  they  had  not  so  much  credit  as  they  have  to-day ;  and,  if 
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the  French  traders  will  tell  the  truth,  they  will  agree  that  their 
profits  will  prove  just  as  trade  made  with  the  English  by  the 
exchange  of  furs.  The  raccoons,  the  otters  and  the  pecos^*^ 
command  a  very  low  price  in  England,  while  with  us  they  are 
very  high ;  and,  besides,  only  these  furs  are  known  to  come 
from  that  (juarter,  but  never  beavers;  this  last  is  given  in  ex- 
change to  the  English.  A  solid  establishment  would  be  useful 
in  the  colony,  but  there  are  a  great  many  inconveniences  in 
being  able  to  sustain  it,  on  the  score  of  the  difficulties  of  the 
ways  for  transporting  provisions  and  the  other  suitable  re- 
quisities.  I  am  in  doubt  as  to  the  feasibility  of  the  undertaking 
without  incurring  enormous  expenses.  I  feel  myself  obliged  on 
account  of  the  knowledge  I  have  acquired  of  all  these  places,  to 
put  these  reflections  at  the  end  of  my  journal^  so  that  one  may 
make  use  of  them  as  he  shall  judge  proper. 

Signed, 

Celoron. 

Copy  of  the  Summons  served  on  the  English  of  the  Beautiful 
River : 

We,  Celoron,  Captain,  Knight  of  the  Royal  and  ^Military  Order  of 
St.  Louis,  Commander  of  a  detachment  sent  by  order  of  M.  the  ]\Iarquis 
de  la  Galissoniere,  Governor-General  of  New  France,  have  summoned 
the  English  traders  who  were  in  an  Indian  village,  situated  on  the 
Beautiful  River,  to  withdraw  into  their  own  country  with  their  effects 
and  baggage,  under  penalty  of  being  treated  as  smugglers  in  case  of 
refusal,  to  which  summons  the  said  English  traders  responded  —  that 
they  were  going  to  withdraw  into  their  own  country  with  their  effects. 
Made  in   this,  our  camp  of  the   Beautiful   River. 

Copy,  LECioxnui?:KE," 

T.  S.  V.  P.   (or  B.) 

NOTES  ON  CELORON'S  JOURNAL. 

I.  Although  the  existence  of  Celoron's  Journal  was  known, 
yet  Hon.  O.  H.  Alarshall  was  the  first  to  draw  special  attention 
to  it,  which  he  did  in  an  article  in  the  Magacine  of  American 
History,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  129-150.  The  following  are  the  certificates 
that  accompanied  the  copy  of  the  Journal  which  I  had  made  at 
Paris.  The  first  is  that  of  the  copyist,  the  second  that  of  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  Congregation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to 
whose  courtesy  I  am  much  indebted  for  the  copy. 
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"This    copy    is    made    in    every    particular    in    accordance    with    the 
manuscript,  with  all  the  errors  of  orthography  and  French." 
Paris,  24th  March,   188-5.  Edmond  De.  Hennetot. 

"I,  the  undersigned,  Secretary-General  of  the  Congregation  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  and  of  the  Holy  Heart  of  Mary,  certify,  that  the  present 
copy  of  the  Journal  of  Celoron  was  made  from  the  original  preserved 
in  the  Archives  of  the  Department  of  the  Marine  and  of  the  Colonies, 
at  Paris,  and  that  it  was  executed  with  care,  and  afterward  carefully 
collated  with  the  original  by  a  person  worthy  of  all  confidence." 
Paris,  March  24,  1885. 
L.   S.  Barillac. 

For  a  notice  of  Celoron,  sec  Researches,  vol.  i,  p.  13,  note. 
Also  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  Parkman,  vol.  i,  chapter  II. 

2.  Poland  Michel  Barrin,  Marquis  de  la  Gallissoniere,  was 
born  at  Rochfort,  France,  November  nth,  1693;  Governor-Gen- 
eral of  New  France  1747;  returned  to  France  late  in  1749;  and 
died  at  Nemour,  October  26th,  1756. 

3.  Mr.  Marshall  translates  this  (p.  130)  "Thirty  Iroquois 
and  twenty-five  Abnakis."  The  French  expression  is:  "et 
environ  trente  sauvages  tant  Iroquois  qu'  Abnakis,"  which  shows 
that  there  is  no  foundation  whatever  for  Mr.  Marshall's  transla- 
tion. I  make  this  remark  because  I  have  been  accused  of  draw- 
ing information  from  that  gentleman,  and  then  showing  my  in- 
gratitude by  criticizing  him.     This  is  but  one  instance. 

4.  The  Rev.  Francis  Piquet  was  born  at  Bourg-en-Bresse 
France,  December  6,  1708.  He  studied  at  the  seminary  of 
St.  Sulpice,  Paris,  and  was  admitted  into  that  Congregation. 
Having  received  Holy  Orders,  he  was  sent  in  1733.  to  Montreal, 
where  the  Sulpicians  had  a  house,  lie  was  soon  after  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Iroquois  mission,  which  had  been  originally  on 
the  mountain,  but  which  v/as  at  that  time,  1740,  at  the  Lake 
of  the  Two  Mountains.  He  accompanied  the  Indians  in  their 
wars,  and  found  many  of  the  Iroquois  in  New  York  ready  to 
listen  to  his  instructions  ;  an  evidence  that  the  teaching  of  the 
saintly  Father  Jouges  and  his  companions  had  not  been  altogether 
forgotten,  nor  had  their  blood  been  shed  in  vain.  He  proposed 
to  found  a  mission  at  Oswegatchie,  a  work  in  which  he  met  with 
great  difficulties ;  but  being  protected  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Galis- 
soniere,  Governor-General,  and  Francois  Bigot,  Intendant,  or 
Superintendent  of  Justice,  Police,  Finance  and  Commerce,  he 
began  his  work  on  the  site  of  the  present  city  of  Ogdensburg, 
New  York,  in  1749.  with  only  six  Christian  families.  The  Mo- 
hawks burned  his  mission  buildings  a  few  months  after,  but  he 
persevered,  and  in  two  years  had  no  less  than  3,000,  chiefly  from 
Onondaga  and  Cayuga,  all  eager  to  receive  Christian  instruction. 
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His  enemies  were  now  convinced  of  his  prudence  and  zeal.  In 
May,  1752,  a  Bishop  for  the  first  time  conferred  any  of  the 
Sacraments  within  tlie  present  limits  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
baptizing  120  converts,  confirming  many  and  administering  Holy 
Communion.  In  1759  the  Abbe  Piquet  had  to  abandon  Oswegat- 
chie  owing  to  the  successes  of  the  English  against  the  French. 
He  retired  with  his  converts  to  Grande  Isle  des  Galops,  where 
he  built  a  chapel.  His  register  closes  July  23d.  1760.  He  then 
returned  to  Europe  where  he  w^as  highly  esteemed  by  the  French 
Bishops  and  the  Pope.  He  died  at  Verjon,  July  15th,  1781. 
[^riie  Catholic  Family  Almanac,  1877,  pp.  60,  61.  Montcalm  and 
Wolfe,  Parkman,  vol.  i.  Considerable  allowance  must  be  made 
for  the  anti-Catholic  bias  of  this  author,  which  gives  an  untlue 
coloring  to  his  account  of  this  zealou.s  missionary. 

5.  The  Montagnes,  or  Lower  Algonquins,  dwelt  on  the  north 
side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  below  Quebec,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century.  —  Drake's  Indians  of  North  America,  p. 
13 ;  Shea's  Cliarlcvoix,  vol.  ii,  pp.  8,  9.  note. 

6.  The  small  number  of  Indians  may  be  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  the  mission  was  just  then  established,  and  also  that 
in  certain  seasons  the  Indians  are  accustomed  to  leave  their 
villages  to  himt  or  wage  war. 

7.  Fort  Frontenac,  also  called  Catarocouy,  stood  at  the 
outlet  of  Lake  CJntario ;  v/as  built  about  1692,  and  named  in 
honor  of  the  then  (joA'ernor-General  of  New  France.  Count 
Frontenac.  —  Shea's  Charlevoix,  vol.  iii,  pp.   175,   176. 

8.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  anything  of  this  officer. 

9.  Mention  is  made  of  M.  de  Sabrinois  as  taking  part  in  the 
campaign  of  Lake  Champlain.  in  1757,  and  as  a  person  familiar 
with  forest  life  and  Indian  customs  from  childhood.  —  Mont- 
calm and  Wolfe,  vol.  i,  p.  486. 

10.  This  officer  was  long  engaged  in  the  French  wars  in 
America  where  he  rose  to  be  provisional  Governor-General.  — 
See  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  passim. 

11.  See  Register  of  Fort  Duqucsne,  p.  15.  note.  Also 
Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  passim. 

Following  is  an  abbreviation  of  thi.'^  note:  "In  the  present  Register, 
the  officer  here  mentioned  is  called  'Monsieur  Pierre  Claude  de  Contrc- 
coeur.  Esquire,  .Sieur  de  Beadey,  Captain  of  Infantry,  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  forts  of  Dnquesne,  Presqn'  Isle  and  the  Riviere  an  Donets'. 
He  was  in  command  of  Fort  Niagara  at  the  time  of  which  we  are  now 
speaking;  but  he  afterward  succeeded  to  the  command  of  Fort  Duquesne. 
Whether  he  was  in  command  of  tiie  fort  at  the  time  of  Braddock's  De- 
feat is  disputed.  *  *  W'liat  liecame  of  him  after  his  retiring  from 
Fort  Duquesne.  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn."  —  Register  of  Fort 
Duqitcsiic. 

12.  .Vround  the   falls  and  rapids  of  Niagara. 
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13.  Like  other  proper  names  in  the  Journal,  the  orthog- 
raphy of  this  word  is  not  uniform;  but  in  all  cases  is  given  as  in 
the  original.  Mr.  Marshall  is  at  fault  in  his  statement  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  Celoron  spelled  the  word.  • — Magazine  of  Amer- 
ican  History,  vol.  ii,  pp.  135-138.  Note,  in  referring  to  this 
article  of  Mr.  Marshall's,  whether  in  the  text  or  in  the  notes,  I 
shall  merely  give  the  page.  The  Catakuin  here  mentioned  is  the 
creek  which  empties  into  Lake  Erie  at  this  point,  not  the  lake  of 
that  name.    For  the  meanings  of  the  word,  see  Marshall,  as  above. 

14.  Literally,  "at  more  than  thirty  acres  in  width."  It  is 
very  difficult  to  give  a  literal  translation  of  some  of  the  expres- 
sions found  in  the  Journal.  Here  it  is  a  measure  of  distance,  and 
1  have  adopted  Mr.  Marsliall's  translation. 

15.  For  a  notice  of  the  former  of  these  officers,  see  Register 
of  Fort  Duquesne,  p.  16,  note ;  of  the  later  I  have  not  been  able 
to  learn  anything. 

There  were  seven  brothers  of  this  family,  six  of  whom  lost  their 
lives  in  the  Canadian  wars.  This  one  commanded  an  expedition  against 
Fort  Necessity  in  June,  1754.  He  was  afterward  taken  prisoner  by  the 
English  at  the  capture  of  Fort  Niagara.  —  Mag.  Amer.  Hist.,  Vol.  2,  p. 
130;   The  Olden  Time,  Vol.  2,  p.  Ib2.  — Register  of  Fort  Duquesne. 

16.  From  Lake  Erie  to  Chautauqua  Lake.  Says  Mr.  Mar- 
shall (p.  134)  :  "It  is  a  little  over  eight  miles  in  a  direct  line 
from  the  mouth  of  Chautauqua  Creek  on  Lake  Erie  to  the  head 
of  Chautauqua  Lake.  .  .  .  The  difficulties  they  encountered 
m.ust  have  been  exceedingly  formidable.  Chautauqua  Lake  is 
726  feet  above  Lake  Erie,  and  in  order  to  reach  the  water  shed 
between  the  two  lakes,  an  ascent  of  at  least  one  thousand  feet  had 
to  be  overcome.  Although  at  that  early  day,  when  the  forests 
were  yet  undisturbed,  Chautauqua  Creek  flowed  with  fuller  banks 
than  now,  yet  even  then  but  little  use  could  be  made  of  it  by 
loaded  canoes,  except  near  its  mouth." 

17.  For  a  notice  of  this  village  see  p.  18. 

18.  See  further  on  p.  18. 

19.  There  were  two  leagues  in  use  in  France  as  measures 
of  distance' on  land:  thie  legal  post  league  was  2.42  English 
miles,  and  the  other  2.77  English  miles.  —  American  Cyclopaedia,. 
Article,  League.  "The  league,  as  used  by  Celoron,  may  be  esti- 
mated," says  Mr.  Marshall,  (p.  141),  "as  containing  two  miles 
and  a  half."  "Although,"  as  he  says,  "distances  are  almost 
alwavs  overstated  bv  the  early  French  voyageurs  in  America," 

(P-   135)- 

20.  See  Register  of  Fort  Duquesne,  pp.  9-12,  notes,  for  a 
lengthy  notice  of  La  Belle  Riviere,  the  Beautiful  River,  by  which 
was  meant  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio. 
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This  lengthy  note  ir.  the  Register  of  Fort  Duquesne  has  reference 
to  the  origin  and  meanintr  of  the  words  Ohio  and  Allegheny.  It  opens 
thus:  "'It  is  well  known  that  in  early  times  hoth  the  French  and  English 
regarded  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio  rivers  as  but  one  stream.  The  name 
given  then  by  the  French,  'La  Belle  Riviere,'  'The  Beautiful  River,'  is 
but  a  translation  of  the  Seneca  name  of  the  stream,  'Ho-he-ju,'  changed 
ijy  both  the  Knglish  and  French  at  a  later  day  into  the  present  name, 
'Ohio'."  Then  follows  a  discussion  of  the  etymology  of  the  word  Alle- 
gheny. 

21.  Lake  Cliaiilatu[na  is  eigliteeii  miles  long;  it  lies  1.290 
feet  above  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  730  feet  above  Lake  Erie.  — 
American  Cyclopaedia,  vol.  iv.,  p.  346. 

22.  The  river  of  Chatakuin  is  Conewango  Creek,  which 
connects  Chautatujua  Lake  with  the  Allegheny  river  at  the  present 
town  of  Warren,  Pa..  188  miles  above  Pittsburg;  but  from  the 
Journal  no  definite  idea  of  its  length  can  be  ascertained. 
"Conewango  is  corrupted  from  Gtminga,  signifying,  They  have 
been  a  long  time,  they  stay  a  long  time.  The  etymology  is : 
Gu-ne-u.  long.  Gunax-u,  it  is  long.  Gu-ni.  a  long  while.  Gu- 
na  gi-a,  he  stays  long."    Indian  Names,  etc.,  Heckewelder,  p.  21. 

"By  means  of  this  creek  and  its  outlets  there  is  boat  naviga- 
tion from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  within  ten  miles  of  Lake  Erie. 
—  American  Cyclopaedia,  vol.  V.,  p.  221." 

23.  I  have  not  been  so  fortu.nate  as  to  find  any  reference  to 
this  officer  in  my  reading. 

24.  This  name,  though  sounding  strange  at  present,  was  as 
familiar  as  a  household  word  in  the  days  of  the  French  occupa- 
tion of  Canada.  Its  origin  is  simple.  Charles  Huault  de  IMont- 
magny,  Knight  of  Malta,  was  the  first  Governor-General  of 
Canada.  The  Huron  and  Iroquois  Indians  taking  the  literal 
signification  of  the  name,  Great  Mountain,  translated  it  into  their 
languages  in  which  it  was  expressed  by  the  word  Onontio ;  and 
from  that  time  every  Governor-General  was  known  to  the  Indians 
as  Onontio.  It  is  also  spelled  Ononthio.  —  Shea's  Charlevoix, 
vol  ii..  p.  124,  note. 

25.  Chabert  de  Joncaire,  or.  Joncaire-Chabert.  See  Reg- 
ister of  Fort  Duquesne,  pp.  16,  17,  note. 

This  note  refers  to  the  elder  Joncaire  and  quotes  from  Parkman's 
Frontenac,  p.  141  :  "The  history  of  Joncaire  was  a  noteworthy  one.  The 
Senecas  had  captured  him  sometime  before  (the  year  1700),  tortured  his 
companions  to  death  and  doomed  him  to  the  same  fate.  As  a  prelim- 
inary torment  an  old  chief  tried  to  burn  a  finger  of  the  captain  in  the 
"bowl  of  his  pipe,  on  which  Joncaire  knocked  him  down.  *  *  *  The 
warrior  crowd  were  so  pleased  with  this  proof  of  courage  that  they 
adopted  him  as  one  of  their  tribe,  and  gave  him  an  Iroquois  wife.  He 
lived  among  them  many  years  and  gained  a  commanding  influence  which 
proved  very  useful  to  the  French."  He  died  in  1710.  leaving  two  sons, 
Chaliert  Joncaire  and  Philip  Clauzonne  Joncaire.  both  of  whom  were  in 
Celoron's  Expedition.  The  former  took  the  most  prominent  part. — 
Register  of  Fort  Duquesne. 
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26.  The  burial  of  leaden  plates  as  an  evidence  of  taking 
possession  of  new  countries  was  peculiar  to  the  French  and  was 
frequently  resorted  to  in  the  New  World. 

27.  Another  name  for  Conewango  Creek. 

28.  "This  observation,"  says  Mr.  Marshall,  (p.  150,)  "like 
most  of  those  taken  by  Father  Bonnecamps,  is  incorrect.  Either 
his  instruments  were  imperfect  or  his  methods  of  computation 
erroneous.  Tlie  true  latitude  of  the  mouth  of  the  Conewango  is 
less  than  41°  50'" 

29.  Their  title  to  this  territory  was  based  on  the  alleged 
■discovery  by  La  Salle  in  1669-1670;  and  as  forming  part  of  -the 
basin  drained  by  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  to  all  of 
which  the  French  laid  claim. 

30.  Brandy. 

31.  The  village  of  Cut  Straw,  stood  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Allegheny  river  at  the  mouth  of  Broken  Straw  Creek,  which 
falls  into  the  river  from  the  west  six  miles  below  the  present 
town  of  Warren,  or  182  miles  above  Pittsburg,  on  or  near  the 
site  of  what  is  now  Irvineton. 

32.  \Miether  the  orthography  is  incorrect,  or  the  tribe  so 
insignificant  as  not  to  find  a  place  in  history,  I  know  not ;  but  1 
have  never  before  met  the  name. 

T,^.     Celoron  assumed  command  at  Fort  Niagara  in  October, 

^744-  .  .       ,.  . 

34.  While  we  cannot  but  admire  the  simplicity  of  the 
several  speeches  and  replies,  we  must  equally  admire  the  prudence 
of  the  Indians,  witli  whoiri  it  was  the  custom  never  to  give  an 
immediate  answer,  but  to  defer  it  to  the  next  day,  the  better  to 
consider  it. 

35.  Loups  and  Renards,  literally  "Wolves  and  Foxes."  The 
Loups  were  Mohegans.  —  Shea's  Father  Jogues'  Nezu  Nether- 
lands, pp.  49,  50,  note.  The  Foxes  were  a  tribe  of  Indians  of 
the  Algonquin  family,  noted  in  history  as  turbulent,  daring  and 
warlike.  They  v/ere  of  two  stocks,  one  calling  themselves  Outa- 
gamies  or  Foxes,  whence  our  English  name;  the  other  Mus- 
quakink.  or  men  of  red  clay,  the  name  now  used  by  the  tribe. 
They  lived  in  early  times  east  of  Detroit,  and  as  some  say,  near 
the  St.  Lawrence,  so  that  we  may  conjecture  them  to  be  the 
Outagwami  of  the  early  Jesuit  narratives. — American  Cyclo- 
paedia, vol.  v.,  p.  362. 

36.  It  is  difficult  to  fix  the  precise  location  of  these  several 
villages ;  but  they  can  be  approximated  with  sufficient  accuracy 
from  the  distances  given  in  the  Journal.  Father  Bonnecamps 
on  his  map  of  the  expedition  represents  four  villages  between 
Cut  Straw  and  tlie  Riviere  au  Boeufs,  or  French  Creek,  a  dis- 
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tance  of  58  miles,  the  first  being  on  the  left  bank,  the  others  on 
the  right. 

'^j.     The  French  word  is  oncles,  uncles. 

38.  John  Frazer.  —  History  of  Venango  County,  p.  42. 

39.  A  village  of  Loups  is  marked  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river  in  Fathci   Bonnecamp's  map. 

40.  Of  what  tribe  this  tillage  was  composed  the  Journal 
does  not  state.  For  the  name  Riviere  au  Boeufs  —  French 
Creek  —  see  Researches,  vol.  i,  p.  17,  note. 

41.  This  rock  has  long  been  known  as  "The  Indian  God.'' 
Mr.  Marshall  (p.  141)  says:  "It  is  nearly  twenty-two  feet  in 
length  by  fourteen  in  breadth."  I  have  seen  it  at  dififerent  times, 
and  am  certain  that  it  is  not  half  so  large.  Indeed,  a  number  of 
citizens  of  Franklin  lately  contemplated  lifting  it  from  its  bed 
and  carrying  it  to  their  town,  a  distance  of  nine  miles.  It  is 
exactly  115  miles  above  Pittsburg. 

42.  These  streams  must  have  been  Red  Bank  and  Mahon- 
ing creeks,  both  of  which  are  marked  on  Father  Bonnecamp's 
map.  There  is  also  another  stream  entering  from  the  east, 
marked  on  the  same  map  as  the  "Riviere  au  Fiel,"  which  must 
have  been  Clarion  creek.  The  distances  given  by  Celoron  do 
not,  it  is  true,  correspond  with  actual  measurements,  but  there 
are  no  other  streams  that  will  answer  even  so  well.  Clarion  is 
thirty-two  miles  below  "The  Indian  God,"  Red  Bank  fifty-one 
and  Mahoning  sixty.  —  RcsearcJics,  vol.  i,  pp.  18,  19,  note. 
Having  been  born  and  raised  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Kittan- 
ning,  I  have  been  at  all  these  places  times  without  number. 

43.  The  question  of  the  location  of  the  village  of  Attique, 
and  its  identit^%  or  not,  with  the  village  of  Kittanning,  which  was 
discussed  in  the  Researches,  (vol.  i.,  pp.  26-30.)  to  which  the 
reader  is  referred,  again  comes  up  for  treatment.  In  the  essay 
on  Celoron's  expedition,  of  which  that  forms  a  part,  I  main- 
tained, and  was  perhaps  the  first  to  maintain  the  identity  of  these 
two  places  ;  and  now,  upon  further  research,  and  with  Celoron's 
Journal  before  me,  I  find  nothing  to  modify  or  retract,  except 
the  statement  that  Kittanning  was  only  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Alleghenv.  It  was  on  both  sides,  though  principally  on  the  east. 
—  Pennsylvania  Archives  (New  Series),  vol.  vii.,  p.  405.  The 
question  is  one  of  considerable  local  interest.  Among  those 
denying  this  identitv  is  Mr.  Marshall,  who  says  (pp.  141,  142)  : 
"From  this  station  ("the  Indian  God")  Celoron  sent  Joncaire 
forward  to  Attigue  (Celoron  spells  it  Attique)  the  next  day,  to 
announce  the  approach  of  the  expedition,  it  being  an  Indian 
settlement  of  some  importance  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
between  eight  and  nine  leagues  further  down,  containing  twenty- 
two  cabins."      The   Journal  does   not  sav  on   what   side   of  the 
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river  the  village  was.  '•****  Attigue  was  probably  on  or  near 
the  Kiskiminetas  river."  But  Mr.  Marshall's  evidence  on  this 
point  is  worth  less  than  nothing ;  for  so  far  from  stating  the  fact, 
it  misleads.  Celeron's  Journal,  from  which  he  professes  to  de- 
rive his  information,  instead  of  making  it  eight  or  nine  leagues, 
makes  it.  as  the  reader  sees,  twenty-four  or  twenty-five.  An 
anonymous  writer,  with  whom  I  had  some  newspaper  controversy 
on  the  subject,  asserts,  apparently  on  Mr.  Marshall's  authority, 
"that  Attigue  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kiskiminetas  is  just  as 
sure  as  that  Fort  Duquesne  was  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mononga- 
hela."  In  reply  to  this  another  person  well  versed  in  our  local  his- 
tory writes  me :  "Your  critic  will  search  in  vain  for  evidence  on 
any  maj),  o^f^any  Indian  village  at  the  mouth  of  the  Kiskiminetas." 
Certainly  Father  Bornecamp's  map  gives  neither  river  nor  village. 
But  with  the  existence,  or  not,  of  a  village  there  I  am  not  at 
present  concerned.  The  same  writer  continues :  "The  Kittan- 
ning  or  Adigo  on  the  Ohio,  of  the  Fort  Stanwix  treaty;  the 
Attique  of  Celoron ;  the  Attiga  of  Trotter,  1754,  the  Kittanny 
Town  of  Barbara  Leininger,  1755,  were  the  same,  with  a  probable 
variation  of  a  few  miles  as  to  exact  location  at  different  dates, 
as  is  usual  with  all  Indian  villages.  One  name,  Attique,  is 
probably  Seneca ;  the  other,  the  Delaware  name  for  the  same 
place."  Another  person  writes  me  two  letters  in  which  he  en- 
deavors at  length  to  prove  that  Attique  was  located  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  where  Freeport  now  stands,  seventeen  miles 
below  the  present  Kittanning.  I  shall  not  give  the  arguments 
on  which  he  attempts  to  base  his  theory,  as  it  is  believed  sufficient 
evidence  will  be  brought  to  prove  the  position  here  maintained. 
By  compaiing  the  French  account  of  the  attack  upon  Attique 
with  Colonel  Armstrong's  official  report  of  the  destruction  of 
Kittanning,  the  point  will,  I  think,  be  placed  beyond  question. 
Says  Mr,  Parkman :  "The  report  of  this  affair  made  by  Dumas, 
commandant  at  Fort  Duquesne,  is  worth  nothing.  He  says  that 
Attique,  the  French  name  for  Kittanning,  was  attacked  by  'le 
'  General  Wachington,'  with  three  or  four  hundred  men  on  horse- 
back:  that  the  Indians  gave  way;  but  that  five  or  six  Frenchmen 
who  were  there  in  the  town  held  tlie  Fnglish  in  check  till  the 
fugatives  rallied ;  that  Washington  and  his  men  then  took  to 
flight,  and  would  have  been  pursued  but  for  the  loss  of  some 
barrels  of  gunpowder  which  chanced  to  explode  during  the 
action.  *=i=**  He  then  asks  for  a  supply  of  provisions  and 
merchandise  to  replace  those  which  the  Indians  of  Attique  had 
lost  by  the  fire."  —  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  vol.  i.,  pp.  426,  427. 
And  he  quotes  as  his  authority  a  letter  of  Dumas  a  Vaudreuil, 
September  9th,  1756,  cited  in  Bigot  au  Ministre,  6th  October, 
1756,  and  in  Bougainville,  Journal.      Colonel  Armstrong,  in  per- 
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feet  harmony  with  this,  says :  "During  the  burning-  of  the  houses, 
which  were  nearly  thirty  ni  number,  we  were  agreeably  enter- 
tained with  a  quick  succession  oi"  charged  guns  gradually  tiring 
off,  as  they  were  reached  by  the  fire ;  but  more  so  with  the  vast 
explosion  of  sundry  bags  and  large  kegs  of  gunpowder,  where- 
with almost  every  house  abounded.  The  prisoners  afterward 
informing  us  that  the  Indians  has  frequently  said  they  had 
sufficient  stock  of  ammunition  for  ten  years,  to  war  with  the 
English.  ****  There  was  also  a  great  quantity  of  goods  burnt, 
which  the  Indians  had  received  but  ten  days  before  from  the 
French."  —  Annals  of  the  West,  p.  143.  Comparing  these  two 
accounts  of  the  engagement,  we  have  the  French  statement  that 
the  commander  of  the  colonial  forces  had  three  or  four  hundred 
horsemen,  and  the  statement  of  the  Americans  that  they  had  three 
hundred,  (Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  vol.  I.,  p.  423);  the  hVench 
confessing  the  loss  of  some  b,arrels  of  gunpowder,  which  chanced 
to  explode,  and  Col.  Armstrong's  account  of  "the  vast  explosion 
of  sundry  bags  and  large  kegs  of  gunpowder ;"  the  French 
acknowledgment  of  the  loss  of  provisions  and  merchandise,  and 
Armstrong's  assertion  that,  "there  was  also  a  large  cjuantity  of 
goods  burnt."  The  date  of  the  two  documents  is  a  still  fuilher 
confirmation  of  the  point  here  maintained.  Dumas  writes  on 
the  yth  of  September.  1756,  that  Attique  has  been  attacked:  Col. 
Armstrong  writes  his  official  report,  on  the  14th  of  September 
of  the  same  year,  of  the  destruction  of  Kittanning  on  the  8th. 
Now,  frontier  history  gives  no  account  of  any  other  notable 
engagement  having  taken  place  at  or  about  that  time  and  place. 
Hence  the  evidence  is  conclusive  that  Attique  and  Kittanning 
were  one  and  the  same  place.  The  statement  of  Dumas  that  the 
attack  was  led  by  Washington  makes  for  nothing;  for  the  Indians, 
having  been  com])letely  routed,  had  no  means  of  knowing  by 
whom  the  coloni'^ts  were  commanded ;  and  Washington  being 
already  known  as  a  frontier  leader,  it  was  natural  to  sui»i)ose 
that  so  great  an  achievement  was  due  to  him.  This,  I  think, 
puts  this  vexed  question  to  its  final  rest.  The  Collection  De 
Manuscripts,  &c.,  lately  published  in  Quebec  throws  no  light,  so 
far  as  I  can  find,  on  this  point. 

44.  Cbartiei  "s  Town  stood  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Bull 
creek,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Allegheny,  not  far  from  where 
Tarentum  is  uow  located.  A  mile  above  Chartier's  creek  empties 
into  the  river  on  the  opposite  side. 

45.  Kn^lish  speaking  colonists. 

46.  This  lener  has  been  made  the  subject  of  no  little  dis- 
cussion. Mr.  Marshall  says  (p.  143)  :  "On  reaching  Chiningue 
Celoron  found  several  Fnglish  traders  established  there,  whom 
he  compelled  to  leave.     He  wrote  by  them  to  Governor  Hamil- 
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ton,  under  date  of  August  6th,  1749,  that  he  was  surprised  to 
find  English  traders  on  French  territory,"  etc.  As  it  was  known 
that  Celoron  was  not  at  Chiningue  on  the  6th,  but  on  the  9th, 
it  was  attempted  to  reconcile  Mr.  Marshall's  statement  with  the 
facts  by  supposing  a  typographical  error,  in  which  the  9  was 
inverted  and  thus  became  a  6.  But  this  was  met  by  the  fact 
that  the  date  was  not  given  in  figures,  but  was  spelled  out  in  full. 
Another  writer  in  the  Maga::inc  of  Western  History  (August, 
1885,  pp.  369,  ^y^,)  after  discussing  the  question  at  some  length, 
says,  "It  is  possible  that  he  (Celoron)  inadvertently  dated  his 
letter  the  sixth  instead  of  the  seventh  of  August.  We  have  no 
other  conjecture  to  hazard."  This  cannot,  of  course,  be  ad- 
mitted, because  it  is  a  mere  conjecture  in  the  face  of  a  letter 
bearing  a  difi:'erent  date ;  because  such  a  style  of  reasoning  would 
be  subversive  of  all  historical  accuracy,  and  because  Celoron  was 
keeping  a  journal  with  daily  entries,  not  only  for  his  own  con- 
venience, but  also  for  the  information  of  the  authorities  in  Can- 
ada and  for  the  home  government.  Celoron  was  at  Chartier's 
Town  on  the  6th,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  letter  was  not  written 
from  Chiningue  at  all,  on  the  other,  as  Mr.  Marshall  states.  A 
letter  was  also  written  to  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  on  the 
7th,  but  the  Journal  furnishes  no  copy  of  it.  The  date  of  this 
letter,  as  given  in  the  Colonial  Record,  vol.  v.,  p.  425,  is  the 
best,  and  the  correct  evidence  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  it 
was  written.  It  is  "De  notre  camp  sur  la  Belle  Riviere,  a  un 
ancien  villages  des  Chaouanous,  le  sixieme  Aoust,   1749." 

47.  As  Celoron  does  not  give  the  distances,  it  is  rfiipossible 
to  locate  this  or  the  next  village.  It  was  most  probably  Sewick- 
ley's  Indian  town,  marked  on  the  Historical  Map  of  Pennsylvania, 
about  opposite  tlie  mouth  of  Pucketty  Creek,  seventeen  miles 
above  the  confluence  of  the  Allegheny  and  Monongahela  rivers. 

48.  "Rocher  ecrite."  It  was  most  probably  Shannopin's 
Town,  which  stood  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Allegheny  river  about 
two  miles  from  the  point,  and  is  noted  on  the  Historical  Map  of 
Pennsylvania.  But  why  it  shoukl  have  been  called  "Written 
Rock."  I  have  no  means  of  determining.  Mr.  Marshall  speaks  of 
but  one  town.  The  passage  is  not  very  clear ;  but  I  give  it  as 
it  is.  He  says,  (p.  142)  :  "They  reached  Attigue  on  the  sixth, 
where  they  found  Joncaire  waiting.  Embarking  together  they 
passed  on  the  right  an  old  'Chaouanons'  (Shawnees)  village.  It 
had  not  been  occupied  by  the  Indians  since  the  removal  of 
Chartier  and  his  baird  to  the  river  Vermillion  in  the  Wabash 
country  in  1745.  by  order  of  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois. 
Leaving  Attigue  the  next  day,  they  passed  a  village  of  Loups,  all 
the   inhabitants    of    which,   except    three    Iroquois,    and    an    old 
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woman  who  was  regaidcd  as  a  yuccii.  and  dcxolcd  to  the  Eng- 
Hsh,  had  tied  in  alarm  to  Cl":inincjue.  This  village  of  the  Loups, 
Celoron  declares  to  be  the  tinest  he  saw  on  the  river.  It  must 
have  been  situated  at  or  near  the  present  site  of  Pittsburg."  The 
reader  can  compare  this  extract  with  the  Journal,  as  above. 

49.  Aliqui])pa.     See  Researches,  vol  i.,  p.  21.  note  43. 

.'Ks  we  intended  to  take  horses  here,  and  it  required  some  time 
to  find  them.  I  went  about  three  miles  to  the  mouth  of  Youghiogany,  to 
visit  Queen  .Miquippa.  who  had  expressed  great  concern  that  we  passed 
her  in  going  to  the  fort.  I  made  her  a  present  of  a  watch,  coat  and 
a  bottle  or  rum,  which  latter  was  thought  much  the  better  present  of 
the  two  —  "lyasliiiif/toii's  Journal  of  a  Tour  Over  The  Allegany 
Mountains."  from   it'oshington's   Writings,  vol.  2.  p.  446. 

50.  All  proper  names  are  spelled  as  they  are  found  in  the 
Journal. 

51.  Prob-ihU  M'Kee's  Ivocks,  about  two  miles  below  Pitts- 
burg on  the  south  side  of  tlie  (Jhio.  Strange  that  Celoron  makes 
no  mention  of  the  Alonongahela  river. 

52.  The  Librarian  of  Parliament.  Ottawa,  Canada,  writes 
me:'  'Tn  reference  to  Father  Bonnecamp,  who  accompanied 
Celoron,  I  find  that  he  came  to  Canada  in  1742,  having  arrived 
at  Quebec  on  the  21st  of  July.  He  returned  to  France  in  1759 
and  remained  there  till  his  death."  Rev.  J.  Sasseville,  Cure  of 
Ste.  Foye,  near  Quebec,  adopting  a  different  orthography,  says : 
"Louis  Ignatius  i3onnequatit,  a  Jesuit,  arrived  at  Quebec,  July 
2ist,  1742,  and  returned  to  France  in  April,  1759.  He  was 
professor  of  mathematics  and  hydrography  in  the  Jesuit  College 
at  Quebec.  He  left  behind  him  the  reputation  of  a  distinguished 
matiiematician  and  astronomer."  —  Archives  of  the  Marine  at 
Paris;  Chronicle  of  the  Canadian  Clergy. 

53.  The  location,  etc.,  of  the  village  of  Chiningtte  will  be 
discussed  later. 

54.  This  was  beyond  question  the  intention  of  the  English 
who  aimed  at  the  permanent  possession  of  the  country  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  natives ;  while  the  French,  bent  rather  on  traffic 
with  the  Indians,  cared  for  little  more  than  simple  possession  to 
the  exclusion  of  other  Europeans  without  any  desire  at  least  for 
immediate  settlenacnt.  It  was  this  mistaken  policy  of  the  home 
government  tliat  cvcjitually  lost  France  her  possessions  in  North 
America. 

55.  This,  like  many  other  passages  in  the  Journal,  it  is 
alinost  impossible  to  translate;  but  the  rendering  given  in  the 
text  conveys  the  idea  of  the  Celoron. 

56.  The  meaning  seems  to  be  that  these  young  men  were 
not  as  yet  sufficiently  distinguished  in  their  tribe  to  present  the 
pipe  to  strangers,  which  was  part  of  the  formality  customary  in 
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making  treaties.      But   here  it   is  a   subterfuge   resorted   to   the 
better  to  conceal  their  leaning  towards  the  English. 

57.  The  Indians  usually  called  the  Joncaire  brothers  "our 
children."  For  a  notice  of  them,  see  Register  of  Fort  Duqnesne, 
p.  16,  notes  19  and  20.     (Note  25  on  page  62). 

58.  The  reader  is  presented  with  Mr.  Marshall's  account  of 
Celoron's  transactions  with  the  Indians  at  Chiningue,  which  he 
can  compare  with  the  Journal,  and  account  for  the  extraordinary 
discrepancies  as  best  he  can.  There  are  almost  as  many  errors 
as  there  are  statements;  and  it  would  have  been  much  better  for 
himself  and  for  the  cause  of  correct  historical  investigation,  if 
he  had  never  written  his  article.  I  know  how  difficult  it  is  for 
a  person  to  take  even  copious  notes  of  any  document,  and  after- 
wards weave  them  into  an  article.  I  have  not  yet  succeeded 
in  securing  Father  Bonnecamp's  Journal  of  the  expedition,  which 
I  am  daily  expecting.  But  it  cannot  so  modify  the  official  Jour- 
nal of  Celoron  a?  to  go  any  way  towards  clearing  up  the  errors 
01  Mr.  Marshall.     His  account  is  as  follows,  (p.  143)  : 

"On  reaching  Chiningue  Celoron  found  several  English  traders 
established  there,  whom  he  compelled  to  leave.  He  wrote  by  them  to 
Governor  Hamilton,  under  date  of  August  6,  1749,  that  he  was  surprised 
to  find  English  traders  on  French  territory,  it  being  in  contravention  of 
solemn  treaties,  and  hoped  the  Governor  would  forbid  their  trespassing 
in  future.  De  Celoron  also  made  a  speech,  in  which  he,  informed  the 
Indians  that  'he  was  on  his  way  down  the  Ohio,  to  whip  home  the  Twight- 
wees  and  Wyandots  for  trading  with  the  English.'  They  treated  his 
speech  with  contempt,  insisting  that  'to  separate  them  from  the  English 
would  be  like  cutting  a  man  into  halves,  and  expecting  him  to  live.' 
(Reference  is  here  made  to  A^^.  Y.  Col.  Doc,  vi  pp.  532-3,  and  the  ac- 
count continues.)  The  Indians  were  found  so  unfriendly  to  the  French, 
and  suspicious  of  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  as  to  embarrass  the 
movements  of  de  Celoron.  His  Iroquois  and  Abenaki  allies  refused  to 
accompany  him  further  than  Chiningue.  They  destroyed  the  plates 
which,  bearing  the  arms  of  the  French  king,  had  been  affixed  to  trees  as 
memorials   of   his   sovereignty." 

A?  to  the  location  of  Chiningue,  I  take  it  to  have  been  iden- 
tical with  the  Indian  village  known  to  the  English  as  Logstown, 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  Ohio  river  about  eighteen  miles  below 
where  Pittsburg  nov/  stands.  This  is  well  known  to  have  been 
the  most  important  trading  post  and  place  of  negotiation  between 
the  Indians  and  the  English.  There  were  other  villages  on  the 
Ohio  and  its  tributaries,  especially  on  the  Big  Beaver  river,  as  all 
students  of  our  early  history  need  not  be  told.  Mr.  Parkman. 
{Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  vol.  i.,  p.  46,)  also  embraces  this  opinion. 


70  EXI'KDITION    OF    CIXORON    TO    TIIIC    OHIO    COUNTRY. 

I  have  never  heard  it  questioned  except  by  a  gentleman  who  is 
led  to  think  as  he  writes  me.  that  Chining-ue  stood  where  the 
town  of  Beaver  is  now  located  ;  and  he  founds  his  argument  on 
the  disparity  of  the  number  of  houses  stated  by  Father  Bonne- 
camp  and  that  known  to  have  existed  at  Logstown.  But  it  is 
diflicull  to  deduce  anything  from  the  size  of  an  Indian  town.  It 
is  of  too  temporary  a  character  to  remain  long  the  same  if  there 
are  reasons  for  changing  it.  Again,  he  says  that,  "Joncaire  had 
the  best  reason  in  the  world  for  not  stopping  at  Logstown.  This 
was  an  Indian  town  much  in  the  interest  of  the  English,  and  in 
September,  174S,  Weiser  had  been  there  with  a  large  present,  and 
confirmed  them  in  the  old  friendship  to  the  English.  Joncaire 
was  too  vigilant  an  officer  not  to  know  this,  and  not  wishing  at 
that  time  to  have  any  difficulty,  quietly  passed  the  place."  But 
Celoron  clearly  states  and  shows  that  the  Indians  were  under 
the  influence  of  the  English,  and  had  received  presents  from 
them ;  and  no  difficulty  was  avoided,  for  the  French  had  con- 
siderable, and  had  it  not  been  for  the  strength  of  their  forces 
they  would  have  had  more.  Besides,  Celoron  was  sent  expressly 
to  drive  away  the  English,  and  it  would  be  strange,  indeed,  that 
he  should  pass  by  a  place  simply  because  there  were  English 
there.  The  writer  also  refers  to  certain  passages  in  the  Pa. 
Archives,  Colonial  Records,  History  of  Western  Pa.,  &.  but  I 
cannot  see  that  they  make  more  for  the  one  place  than  for  the 
other.  As  to  the  derivation  of  the  name,  it  would  seem  to  be 
identical  with  Shenango.  a  tributary  of  the  Beaver.  The  latter 
is  said  to  be  a  Tuscarora  word  meaning  "Beautiful  flowing 
vv^ater." 

59  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  should  be  north  instead  of 
south  ;  for.  although  Celoron's  computation  of  distances  is  not 
very  accurate,  and  this  would  answer  for  Raccoon  Creek  on  the 
south  almost  as  well  as  for  the  Big  Beaver  on  the  north,  still 
our  frontier  history,  as  is  well  known,  makes  mention  of  a  num- 
ber of  villages  on  the  Beaver,  wdiile.  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  there 
is  no  reference  to  any  on  the  other  stream,  which  itself  is  very 
unimportant.  The  Beaver  valley  was  one  of  the  routes  from  the 
Ohio  to  the  western  part  of  New  York,  the  home  of  the  Senecas. 
that  portion  of  the  Six  Nations  which  figured  most  prominently 
in  the  afifairs  of  the  Ohio  valley. 

60.  Mr.  Marshall  (p.  143)  followed  by  ]Mr.  Parkman 
(Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  vol.  i..  pp.  47.  48)  conjectures  that  this 
place  was  near  the  mouth  of  Wheehng  creek.  It  is  impossible 
to  determine  the  precise  spot  from  the  Journal. 

61.  It  would  be  to  little  purpose  to  conjecture  what  streams 
these  were,  as  Celoron  neither  gives  all  the  distances,  nor  men- 
tions all  the  principal  ri\'ers  he  passes. 
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62.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  plate  was  deposited 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum  river,  as  it  was  found  there 
by  some  boys  in  1798.  But  Celoron  spells  the  name  of  the  river 
Jenuanguekouan,  Mr.  Marshall  gives  it  Yenanguakonan,  on  the 
authority  of  Father  Bonnecamp.*  The  place  is  171  miles  below 
Pittsburg. 

63.  "Fortunately  the  discovery  of  the  plate  in  March,  1846," 
says  Mr.  Marshall,  (p.  145,)  "leaves  no  doubt  of  the  inscription. 
It  was  found  by  a  boy  while  playing  on  the  margin  of  the 
Kenawha  river.  Like  that  at  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum,  it 
was  projecting  from  the  river  bank,  a  few  feet  below  the  surface. 
The  spelling  of  the  Indian  name  of  the  river  differs  slightly 
from  the  Journal,  that  on  the  plate  being  Chinodahichetha. 
Kenawha,  the  Indian  name  of  the  river  in  another  dialect  is  said 
to  signify  'the  river  of  the  woods.'  "  The  place  is  263  miles 
below  Pittsburg.  The  name,  as  given  in  my  copy  of  the  Journal 
is  distinctly  spelled  "Chinoudaista."f 

64.  With  regard  to  this  place  Mr.  Marshall  says:  "The 
name,  St.  Yotoc,  seems  to  be  neither  French  nor  Indian.  It  is 
probably  a  corruption  of  Scioto.  Father  Bonnecamp  calls  it 
Sinhioto  on  his  map.  .  .  .  Pouchet,  in  his  Memories  sur  la 
derniere  guerre,  French  edition,  vol.  iii.,  p.  182,  calls  the  river 
Sonhioto.  This  village  of  St.  Yotoc,  or  Scioto,  was  probably 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  Ohio,  a  little  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Scioto,  now  the  site  of  Alexandria.  Its  principal  inhabitants 
were  Shawanees."  Mr.  Parkman  also  identifies  the  place  with 
the  present  Scioto.  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  vol.  i.,  p.  48.  The 
present  town  of  Scioto  dates  from  the  settlement  of  a  French 
colony  some  fortv  years  later.     It  is  354  miles  below  Pittsburg. 

65.  This  refers  rather  to  the  making  up  of  the  expedition 
at  Montreal,  although  Mr.  Parkman  (p.  49)  refers  the  cowardice 
of  the  young  men  to  the  present  emergency. 

66.  This  and  the  other  names  of  chiefs  found  here,  which 
are  given  as  in  the  Journal,  are  unknown  to  me. 

67.  The  same  must  be  said  of  this  place. 

68.  I  have  not  met  with  any  reference  to  Longeuil  so  early 
as  this,  _iIthotis"h  his  name  is  found  later  in  French  colonial 
affairs  Chuachias  is  probably  Cahokia  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  nearly  opposite  St.  Louis. 

69.  The  wars  which  the  Indian  tribes  constantly  waged 
with  each  other  are  well  known  to  the  student  of  American 
history,  and  need  not  be  discussed  in  this  place. 

*  Bonnecamps  so  spells  the  name  of  the  river  on  his  map  but  not  in 

his  Journal. 
t  Chinodaista  —  See  journal. 
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70.  The  Kanawha  River  was,  as  we  said  above,  {Re- 
searches, vol.  ii.,  p.  140)  the  stream  by  which  traders  were 
accustomed  to  penetrate  to  the  west  from  CaroHna. 

71.  See  Researches,  vol.  ii.,  p.  64. 

/2.     Riviere  la  Blanche,  probably  the  Little  Miami. 

y;^.  l.a  Demoiselle,  (the  Young  Lady).  This  singular  name 
was  given—-  for  wh.at  reason  it  would  be  difficult  to  conjecture --- 
to  the  great  chief  of  the  Miami  Confederacy,  whom  the  English 
called  Old  Britain,  and  who  was  their  steadfast  friend.  His 
\illage,  which  stood  near  the  confluence  of  Loramie  Creek  with 
the  Aliami  and  was  named  after  him.  was  the  scene  where  much 
trouble  to  the  French  was  brewed  a  few  years  later,  and  in  which 
the  Demoiselle  was  the  leading  spirit.  Notwithstanding  his  fair 
promises,  he  had  no  thought  of  quitting  his  village  for  Kiskakon, 
as  the  French  soon  learned  to  their  cost.  But  the  end  of  this 
noted  chief  was  tragic  enough,  and  it  was  due  to  this  same 
Celoron.  when,  three  years  later,  he  was  commander  of  the 
French  fort  of  Detroit.  Charles  Langlade,  a  French  trader  who 
had  married  an  bidian  squaw,  led  the  combined  forces,  and  falling 
upon  the  village  of  the  Demoiselle  in  June,  1752,  when  mcst  of 
the  warrior?  were  on  the  hunt,  they  took  the  place,  and.  killing 
the  Demoiselle,  they  showed  their  cannibalism  by  boiling  and 
eating  him.  —  Montcahn  and  Wolfe,  Parkman,  vol.  i..  pp.  84,  85. 
I'he  reader  will  not  fail  to  notice  the  difficulties  in  which  Celoron 
is  becoming  more  and  more  deeply  involved,  owing  to  the  sym- 
pathies of  the  Indians  with  the  English. 

74.  Riviere  a  la  Roche,  the  Great  Miami,  where  Celoron 
left  the  Ohio  River. 

y^.     This  was  the  last  leaden  plate  buried  by  the  expedition. 

76.     This  is  apparently  a  mistake  for  the  ist. 

yy.  An  Indian  village  most  probably  occupying  the  site  of 
the  present  city  of  Fort  Wayne.  "It  undoubtedly  took  its  name." 
says  Mr.  Marshall,  (p  147.)  "from  a  branch  of  the  Ottawas, 
that  removed  to  this  place  from  Michillimackinac.  where  they 
had  resided  as  late  as  1682."  The  reader  will  note  a  lack  of 
uniformity  in  the  spelling  of  this  and  other  proper  names  in  the 
Journal,  but  they  are  given  as  they  are  found. 

78.  Baril,  the  village  a  few  miles  from  the  mouth  of  White 
River,  apparently  named  after  the  chief  who  lived  there,  and  to 
whom  Celoron  sent  messengers. 

79.  "John  P>ai)tist  Bissot.  Sieur  de  \'incenncs,  officer  in  a 
detachment  of  the  marine  service,  was  the  tenth  child  of  Francis 
Bissot.  and  was  born  at  Quebec  in  January.  166S.  Louis  Joliet 
married  his  sistei.  Clara  Frances.  \'incennes,  in  1696.  married 
at  Montreal,  May  Margaret  Forestier.  .  .  .  The  statement  in 
some  \\'e-tern  writers  that  his  name  was  Morgan  is  unfounded." 
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He  was  taken  prisoner  in  an  expedition  against  the  Chickasaws 
in  1736,  with  some  of  his  men,  and  was  burned  at  the  stake  the 
day  of  the  battle  along  with  the  Jesuit  missionary,  Father  Senat, 
and  others.  —  Shea's  Charlevoix,  vol.  vi.,  pp.  121,  122. 

86.  From  the  head  of  canoe  navigation  on  the  Miami  to 
the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Maumee.  The  names  of  these  two 
streams,  which  are  the  same  in  the  Indian  language  from  which 
.they  are  derived,  afford  a  fitting  illustration  of  the  manner  in 
which  a  name  can  be  changed  by  adopting  the  vocal  sounds  of 
the  French  or  the  English,  and  will  serve  to  explain  other  in- 
stances of  the  same  kind.  "To  the  French  explorers  there  were 
two  rivers  known  as  the  Miami  —  the  Miami  of  the  Lakes  and 
the  Little  Miami,  one  emptying  into  Lake  Erie  and  the  other  into 
the  Ohio.  Schoolcraft  speaking  of  what  is  known  to  us  as  the 
Maumee,  calls  it  'the  Miami  of  the  Lakes,'  preserving  the  old 
spelling.  In  the  course  of  time  this  'Miami  of  the  Lakes'  has 
Tjeen  spelled  as  the  English  would  have  spelled  it  to  make  it 
■conform  to  the  French  pronunciation — Maumee.  To  the  French, 
Mi-a-mi  would  be  the  same  as  to  us  would  be  Mee-au-mee.  The 
people  on  the  lakes  have  conformed  the  spelling  to  the  sound, 
while  on  the  Little  Miami,  the  French  spelling  has  been  pre- 
served with  the  English  pronunciation.  The  same  has  happened 
to  the  Ohio."  —  Russell  Errett  in  Magazine  of  Western  History, 
vol.  ii.,  p.  55,  note. 

81.  Pied  Froid,  who  was  of  a  pusillanimous  nature,  and 
appears  to  have  been  faithful  to  neither  the  French  nor  the 
English. 

82.  See  Researches,  vol.  ii.,  p.  63. 

83.  Most  probably  for  Goiogouen,  the  name  of  the  Cayugas, 
■one  of  the  Six  Nations.  —  Shea's  Jogiics'  Nezv  Netherlands,  p. 

84.  He  had  succeeded  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere  as 
Governor-General  of  New  France. 

85.  It  is  here  difficult  to  determine  what  tribe  of  Indians  is 
here  meant ;  but  it  could  not  have  been  that  w^hich  is  now  known 
as  the  Flat-Heads. 

86.  French,  Les  chats,  loutres,  et  peeous  (or  pecous.)  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  know  what  animal  is  meant  by  the  last  term. 
That  the  French  word  chat,  commonly  translated  wild  cat,  means 
rather  a  raccoon  will  appear,  I  think,  from  the  following:  The 
name  of  Lake  Erie  and  the  tribe  of  Indians  that  once  inhabited 
its  shores,  is  derived  from  the  Huron  word  Tiron ;  or  Tu-era-kak, 
the  Onondaga  name  of  the  raccoon.  Contrast  the  two  subjoined 
passages.  Dr.  O'Callaghan  says :  "There  is  in  one  of  these 
islands"  —  in  the  western  end  of  Lake  Erie  —  "so  great  a  num- 
.ber  of  cats  that  the  Indians  killed  as  many  as  nine  hundred  of 


74  EXPEDITION    OF    CELORON    TO    THE   OHIO    COUNTRY. 

them  in  a  very  short  time."  —  Memoirs  of  the  Indians,  1718, 
A^.  Y.  Co.  Doc.  ix,  1886.  Col.  Smith,  a  man  of  no  mean  in- 
teUigence,  who  was  on  the  spot  some  forty  years  later,  says : 
"Some  of  the  Wyandots  or  Ottawa,  frequently  make  their  winter 
hunt  in  these  islands"  —  the  same  islands.  "Though  excepting 
wild  fowl  and  fish,  there  is  scarcely  any  game  here  but  rac- 
coons, which  are  amazingly  plenty,  and  exceedingly  large  and 
fat,  as  they  feed  upon  the  wild  rice  which  grows  in  abundance  in 
wet  places  round  these  islands.  It  is  said  that  each  hunter  in 
one  winter  will  catch  one  thousand  raccoons."  And,  again,  "As 
the  raccoons  here  lodge  in  the  rocks,  the  trappers  make  their 
wooden  traps  at  the  mouth  of  the  holes ;  and  as  they  go  daily  to 
look  at  their  traps  in  the  winter  season,  they  generally  find  them 
filled  with  raccoons."  —  Col.  Smith's  Captiz'ity,  pp.  81,  82. 
87.     Joncaire? 

ADDITIONAL  NOTES  BY  REV.  A.  A.  LAMBING. 

T  am  indebted  to  Mr.  L..  P.  Sylvani,  one  of  the  Librarians 
of  Parliament,  Ottawa,  Canada,  for  the  following  learned  notes, 
which  throw  considerable  light  on  Celoron's  Journal : 

Pierre- Joseph  Celoron,  sieur  de  Blainville,  (whom  you  call 
Bienville  de  Celoron,  p.  13,  ist  vol..  after  Marshall,  I  suppose^ 
our  historians.  Garneau.  Ferland,  Suite  and  the  parochial  reg- 
isters of  Montreal,  unanimously  call  him  de  Blainville,)  was 
born  at  Montreal,  on  the  29th  of  December,  in  the  year  1693. 
His  father  was  lean  Baptiste  Celoron,  sieur  de  Blainville,  lieu- 
tenant of  a  detachment  of  marine,  and  son  of  a  Conseiller  du 
Roy;  his  mother  was  Helene  Picote  de  Belestre,  widow  of  An- 
toine  de  la  Fresnayc.  They  were  married  at  Lachine,  near 
Montreal,  on  the  29th  November,  1686,  and  had  a  lar^je  family. 
Pierre-Joseph,  v/ho  was  the  fifth  child,  married,  first.  Madeleine 
Blondcau  in  1724.  and  for  tlie  second  time,  Catherine  Eury  de 
la  Perel'e,  13th  October,  174^  After  the  death  of  Celoron.  his 
widow  entered  the  convent  of  the  Grey  Nuns,  of  Montreal,  where 
she  took  the  holv  habit,  in  1777,  under  the  name  of  Sister  Marie 
Catherine  Eurrie.  She  died  on  the  4tb  of  November.  1797,  at 
the  age  of  74  vears.  In  1739,  Mr.  de  Bienville,  governor  of 
Louisiana,  liavin^;-  decided  to  march  against  the  Chickasas,  to  get 
rid  of  them  if  po'^sible,  solicited  the  help  of  the  Quebec  govern- 
ment. Consenuentlv  troops  were  sent  to  his  help,  under  the 
command  of  the  Baron  de  Longueuil,  with  Celoron  as  captain. 
Sabrevois  de  Bleury.  whom  Celoron  mentions  in  his  Journal,  and 
of  whom  I  shall  speak  later  on.  was  one  of  his  lieutenants.  Quite 
a  considerable  number  of  well  known  Canadian  officers,  and  a 
party  of  Indians,  joined  the  expedition  under  Celoron's  orders. 
The    rendezvous    was    in    the    vicinity    of    the    spot    where    now 
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stands  the  city  of  Memphis,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  The 
Canadian  contingent  arrived  there  in  August,  and  under  the 
direction  of  Celoron  built  the  fort  of  I'Assomption,  this  being 
the  day  on  which  it  was  completed.*  De  Bienville's  tardiness 
was  the  cause  that  nothing  was  done  that  winter.  Early  in 
the  spring  of  1740  he  retreated  with  all  his  troops.  Celoron, 
who  had  come  all  the  way  from  Canada,  was  not  to  go  back 
without  dealing  a  blow.  Consequently,  on  the  15th  of  March, 
with  his  Canadian  troops,  and  from  four  to  five  hundred  Indians, 
he  started  to  march  against  the  Chickasas.  Frightened  at  his 
arrival  with  such  an  army  of  troops,  the  Chickasas  begged  for 
peace,  which  was  granted  them  by  Celoron.  Before  leaving  for 
home  he  destroyed  the  fort  which  he  had  erected  the  previous 
year,  and  then  returned  to  Quebec.  (See  Gayarre  Histoire  de  la 
Loiiisiane.)  In  1741  he  was  sent  to  Michillimackinack  to  pacify 
the  Indians. 

As  a  fitting  reward  for  the  ability  that  he  displayed  in  that 
campaign,  Celoron  was  sent  by  M.  de  Beauharnois,  to  command 
at  Detroit,  with  the  rank  of  Major,  and  remained  there  from 
1742  to  1743.  In  1744  he  was  commanding  at  Niagara,  and  in 
1747,  at  Fort  St.  Frederick,*  from  where  he  sent  an  expedition 
against  New  England. 

About  this  time,  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit  show- 
ing hostile  intentions,  Mr.  de  Longueuil,  who  was  commanding 
there,  requested  the  newly  arrived  governor,  De  la  Galissoniere, 
to  send  him  reinforcements.  One  hundred  French  soldiers  and 
some  Indians  v/ere  dispatched  from  Quebec  under  the  command 
of  Celoron,  to  protect  a  convoy  of  traders  who  were  going  to 
Detroit.  Indefatigable  in  his  exertions,  Celoron  returned  imme- 
diately to  Quebec,  where  he  arrived  on  the  5th  of  September  of 
the  same  year. 

In  1749,  De  la  Galissoniere  sent  him  to  the  Ohio  river  ta 
take  possession  of  the  country  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  in  the 
name  of  the  King  of  France.  His  Journal  relates  that  expedi- 
tion. Having  returned  to  Canada  he  was  a  second  time  appointed 
commander  of  Detroit,  where  he  remained  from  February,  175I' 
to  March  1754. 

Celoron  had  no  sooner  returned  from  that  distant  post 
which  was  definitely  called  Detroit  under  his  administration,  (see 
Farmer's  History  of  Detroit,  p.  222.)  than  the  French  governor. 
Marquis  Duquesne  de  Menneville  ordered  him  to  go  to  Fort 
La  Presentation,  (now  Ogdensburg,)  under  the  command  of 
Chevalier  Benoist.  (April  15th,  1754).     A  few  months  later,  the 

*  August  15. 

*  At  the  head  of  Lake  Champlain. 
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Indians  of  Sault  Ste.  IMarie  ha\ing  visited  the  Five  Nations  to 
ask  them  to  keep  neutral  in  the  event  of  war  between  their  allies, 
the  French,  and  the  English,  Celoron  went  to  Quebec  to  make 
the  governor  acquainted  with  these  transactions. 

In  the  following  year.  1755,  Governor  Duquesne  knowing 
the  value  of  Celoron's  presence  amongst  the  Indians,  ordered 
him  to  command  a  body  of  troops  which  were  sent  to  La  Presen- 
tation, (see  dispatch  from  Governor  Duquesne  to  Chevalier 
Benoist,  dated  Montreal.  March  3d,  1755.)  He  cannot  have 
remained  there  very  long  as  he  formed  part  of  a  body  of  five 
hundred  men  sent  to  Fort  Duquesne  to  support  de  Contrecoeur, 
who  w^as  threatened  with  an  attack  by  Braddock.  In  a  list  of  the 
officers  who  distinguished  themselves  at  the  famous  battle  of 
Monongahela,  Chevalier  de  Celoron's  name  appears  with  the  rank 
of  ensign. 

In  1756,  Celoron  lived  in  Montreal  enjoying  quietly  his  ap- 
pointments without  taking  any  part  in  the  active  service.  He  was 
greatly  missed  by  the  Canadian  officers,  who  knew  him  to  be 
brave,  intelligent  and  well  qualified  to  command.  Through 
jealousy,  his  enemies  were  the  cause  of  his  disgrace,  but  he  was 
too  proud  to  humiliate  himself  in  pleading  his  own  cause. 

In  a  letter  from  M.  de  Vandreuil  to  M.  de  Machault,  it  is 
said  that  Celoron  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  near  Fort  Cumber- 
land, in  the  summer  of  1756.  (See  New  York  Hist,  Doc.  Vol. 
10;  but  Ferland  says  that  Celoron  having  been  recalled  to  Quebec 
in  1756.  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  trial  of  Stobo,  the  English 
prisoner.  On  the  28th  of  November,  Stobo  was  ordered  to  ap- 
pear before  a  court-martial,  presided  over  by  the  Governor  de 
\'andreuil,  and  Celoron  is  mentioned  as  being  there  in  the  capacity 
of  attorney-general,   ( procureur-general  pour  le  Roy.) 

After  having  played  an  important  role  during  the  last  years 
of  the  French  regime  in  Canada.  Celoron  de  Blainville  disappears 
from  the  scene,  and  I  must  confess  that  I  cannot  find  any  record 
of  his  death.  Perhaps  some  readers  of  this  historical  magazine 
will  be  able  to  finish  this  notice,  which  I  would  have  desired 
more  complete. 

The  manuscript  journal  of  Celoron  rectifies  an  error  about 
the  number  of  Indians  that  accom})anied  him.  Mr.  Marshall, 
and  all   our  kistorians,   have  made   the   same  mistake  about  it. 

Lanaudiere  —  M.  de  Lanaudiere.  mentioned  by  Celoron  in 
his  Journal,  (page  64),  played  a  conspicuous  role  in  his  day.  I 
subjoin  a  short  sketch  of  him.  Charles-Francois-Xavier  Tarieu 
de  Lanaudiere,  was  born  near  Quebec,  in  1710,  and  was  appointed 
Aide-Major  of  Quebec,  in  1743.  A  few  years  later  he  was 
chareed  bv   the   Governor.   M.   de   Beauharnois,   to  transact  the 
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exchange  of  prisoners  sent  by  Shirley,  Governor  of  Boston.  In 
1748,  he  was  sent  by  M.  de  la  Galissonniere  to  the  fort  of  the 
Miamis  to  srttle  difficulties  which  arose  from  the  murder  of  a 
Frenchman,  by  the  Miamis  of  La  Demoiselle,  alluded  to  by 
Celoron.  He  was  on  his  way  home  after  a  voyage,  for  which 
he  deserved  the  thanks  of  the  Governor,  when  he  was  met  by 
Celoron,  at  Quinte.  He  was  then  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Captain.  Five  years  after,  he  was  at  Oswego,  where  he  dis- 
tinguished himself.  At  the  battle  of  Carillon,  (Ticonderoga)  he 
was  commanding  a  company  of  Canadians.  His  services  on  this 
occasion  were  rewarded  by  the  Cross  of  St.  Louis.  In  1759, 
when  Wolfe  was  besieging  Quebec,  Lanaudiere  was  ordered  by 
the  Governor  to  look  after  the  safety  of  the  inhabitants  from  the 
vicinity  of  the  town.  After  the  conquest  he  was  appointed  a 
Legislative  Councillor,  and  died  in  1776,  leaving  a  large  family, 
whose  descendants  occupy  prominent  positions  in  Lower  Can- 
ada.    See  Daniel,  Histoire  des  grandes  families  du  Canada. 

Sabrevois  de  Bleury,  (Jacques-Charles,  not  Sabrinois,  Re- 
searches,  vol.  ii.,  p.  64)  whom  Celoron  met  at  Niagara,  on 
the  6th  day  of  July,  had  made  the  campaign  against  the  Chick- 
asas  with  Celoron  a?  lieutenant,  1739.  He  had  acted  as  French 
commandant  at  Detroit,  from  1734  to  1738,  and  was  on  his  way 
there  for  the  second  time  when  Celoron  met  him  at  Niagara. 
It  is  likely  that  he  commanded  at  Detroit,  till  1751,  when  Celoron 
replaced  him. 


JOURNAL  OF  FATHER  BONNECAMPS. 


ACCOUNT  OF  THE  VOYAGE  ON  THE  BEAUTIFUL  RIVER  MADE  IN   I749, 

UNDER   THE  DIRECTION   OF    MONSIEUR   DE   CELORON, 

BY  FATHER  BONNECAMPS. 


Monsieur, 

It  was  not  possible  for  me  last  year,  to  give  you  an  account 
of  my  voyage  on  the  Beautiful  River. 

All  the  vessels  had  left  Quebec  when  I  reached  it.  I  could, 
it  is  true,  have  written  you  by  way  of  New  England ;  but  I  had 
many  things  to  say  to  you  which  prudence  would  not  allow  me 
to  send  through  the  hands  of  the  English.  Therefore,  in  spite 
of  the  great  desire  that  I  had  to  respond  to  the  confidence  which 
you  have  shown  me.  I  have  chosen  the  alternative  of  deferring  to 
do  so,  until  the  departure  of  our  vessels.^ 

We  left  la  Chine  on  the  15th  of  June,  toward  3  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  numbering  23  canoes  both  French  and  savage.  We 
slept  at  pointe  Claire,  about  two  leagues  distant  from  la  Chine. 
The  next  day,  although  starting  out  quite  early,  we  made  hardly 
more  progress  ;  and  we  gained  les  Cedres  with  much  difficulty, 
because  of  the  Cascades  up  whicl:  we  had  to  ascend  with  our 
canoes,  where  the  greater  number  were  badly  injured  by  the 
rocks. 

The  17th.  A  part  of  the  day  was  employed  in  mending 
them,  and  in  doubling  pointe  des  Cedres  ("point  of  Cedars") 
with  half-cargoes.  At  night,  we  camped  on  the  shore  of  the  lake; 
the  place  was  a  bare  tongue  of  earth,  very  narrow,  at  the  end  of 
which  was  a  considerable  fall.  The  canoe  of  Monsieur  de  Jon- 
caire-  unfortunately  fell  into  the  water  there,  and  was  lost ;  of 
the  four  men  who  were  in  it,  three  were  fortunate  enough  to 
save  themselves  by  swimming ;  the  fourth  was  not  so  fortunate, 
and  perished  before  our  eyes,  without  our  being  able  to  give 
him  tne  slightest  aid.  This  was  the  only  man  whom  we  lost 
during  the  expedition. 

The  iSth.  We  reached  ance  aux  bateaux  ("boat  cove"), 
which  is  at  the  entrance  of  lake  St.  Francis.     On  that  day,  Mon- 
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sieur  de  Celoron^  detached  a  party  of  men  to  go  to  recover  the 
remains  of  the  wrecked  canoe. 

The  19th.  I  took  our  bearings  at  anse  aux  bateaux,  which 
I  found  to  be  45°  ^i-  o^  latitude.  The  21st.  We  passed  lake 
St.  Francis,  which  must  be  seven  leagues  in  length,  and  two 
leagues  in  its  greatest  breadth.  That  night  we  slept  at  mille 
Roches  ("thousand  Rocks").  The  22nd.  We  arrived  at  the 
Long  Sault  toward  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning.  There  we 
made  a  portage  of  somewhat  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  league, 
and  reentered  the  canoes  now  empty  of  their  lading.  We  would 
do  much  better  to  carry  them  by  land,  as  we  would  carry  bag- 
gage ;  we  would  lose  less  time,  and  incur  less  risk ;  but  custom 
is  a  law  against  which  good  sense  does  not  always  prevail.  The 
Long  Sault  is  divided  into  three  channels  by  two  islands.  The 
ascent  is  made  by  the  north  channel,  and  the  descent  by  the  south 
channel.  The  middle  one,  which  is  called  "the  lonely  channel," 
is  said  to  be  impracticable. 

The  25th.  We  disembarked  at  the  dwelling  of  the  abbe 
Piquet,  whose  new  establishment  is  south  of  the  river — t^J 
leagues  from  Montreal,  and  directly  at  the  end  of  the  rapids. 
\\'e  found  him  lodged  under  a  shelter  of  bark,  in  the  midst  of  a 
clearing  of  nearly  40  arpents.  The  fort  which  he  has  had 
constructed  is  a  square  of  70  feet  on  each  side ;  it  is  situated  at 
the  mouth  of  a  river,  v/hich  he  has  named  la  Presentation,  and 
at  the  base  of  a  little  headland,  low  and  marshy.  According 
to  abbe  Piquet,  the  soil  is  excellent ;  but  it  did  not  appear  so  to  us. 
One  sees  there  as  many  trees  of  fir  as  of  hard  wood.  His  whole 
village  consisted  of  two  men,  who  followed  us  into  the  Beautiful 
River.* 

The  27th.  We  arrived  at  Cataracoui,  soon  after  noon.  The 
fort  of  Cataracoui  is  situated  near  the  bottom  of  a  cove,  about 
thirty  arpents  from  the  river.  It  is  a  square  of  stone-work,  60 
toises  in  extent,  each  corner  being  flanked  by  a  bastion.  Op- 
posite the  entrance,  a  small  demilune  has  been  constructed.  The 
neighborhood  of  the  fort  is  very  open,  and  liable  to  surprise.  It 
is  sHghtly  commanded  by  a  little  hill,  not  very  far  away.  The 
28th.  I  observed  its  latitude,  which  I  found  to  be  44°  28'.  It  is 
here  that  the  course  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  properly  begins. 
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which,  in  my  judgment,  does  not  exceed  230  leagues.      The  29th, 
.\  strong  wind  from  the  southwest  detained  us  at  Cataracoui. 

The  30th.  'J'he  lake  being  calm,  we  took  the  route  to- 
Niagara,  where  we  arrived  on  the  6th  of  July.  In  all  the  passage 
of  lake  Ontario,  I  have  seen  nothing  which  could  excite  curiosity. 
I  will  only  tell  you  that  the  waters  of  this  lake  are  very  clear 
and  transparent;  at  17  and  18  feet,  the  bottom  can  be  seen  as 
distinctly  as  if  one  saw  it  through  a  polished  glass.  They  have 
still  another  property,  very  pleasant  to  travelers,  —  that  of  re- 
taining great  coolness  in  the  midst  of  the  suffocating  heat  which 
one  is  sometmies  obliged  to  endure  in  passing  this  lake. 

Tile  Fort  of  Niagara  is  a  square  made  of  palisades,  faced 
on  the  outside  with  oak  timbers,  which  bind  and  strengthen  the 
whole  work.  A  large  stone  barrack  forms  the  curtain-wall, 
which  overlooks  the  lake ;  its  size  is  almost  the  same  as  that  of 
fort  Frontenac.  It  is  situated  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  channel 
bv  which  the  waters  of  lake  Erie  discharge  themselves.  It  will 
soon  be  necessary  to  remove  it  elsewdiere.  because  the  bank,  being 
continually  undermined  by  the  waves  which  break  against  it,  is 
gradually  caving  in,  and  the  water  gains  noticeably  on  the  fort. 
It  would  be  advantageously  placed  above  the  waterfall,  on  a  fine 
plateau  where  all  canoes  are  obliged  to  land  to  make  the  portage. 
Thus  the  savages,  people  who  are  naturally  lazy,  would  be  spared 
the  trouble  of  making  three  leagues  by  land ;  and  if  the  excessive 
price  of  merchandise  could  be  diminished,  that  would  insensibly 
disgust  the  English,  and  we  could  see  the  trade,  which  is  almost 
entirely  ruined,  again  flourishing. 

On  the  6th  and  the  7th,  I  observed  the  western  amplitude  of 
the  sun,  when  it  set  in  the  lake ;  that  gave  me  6°  30'  Northwest 
for  the  variation  of  compass.     The  latitude  of  the  fort  is  43°  28'. 

On  the  8th,  the  entire  detachment  arrived  at  the  portage. 
The  1 2th.  We  encamped  at  the  little  rapid  at  the  entrance  of 
lake  Erie.  Tlie  channel  which  furnishes  communication  between 
the  two  lakes  is  about  9  leagues  in  length.  Two  leagues  above 
the  fort,  the  portage  begins.  There  are  three  hills^  to  climb, 
almost  in  succession.  The  3rd  is  extraordinarily  high  and 
steep ;  it  is.  at  its  summit,  at  least  300  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
water.      If  I  had  had  my  graphometer,  T  could  have  ascertained 
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its  exact  height ;  but  I  had  left  that  instrument  at  the  fort,  for 
fear  that  some  accident  might  happen  to  it  during  the  rest  of 
the  voyage.  When  the  top  of  this  last  hill  is  reached,  there  is 
a  level  road  to  the  other  end  of  the  portage ;  the  road  is  broad, 
fine,  and  smooth.  The  famous  waterfall  of  Niagara  is  ver} 
nearly  equidistant  from  the  two  lakes.  It  is  formed  by  a  rock 
cleft  vertically,  and  is  133  feet,  according  to  my  measurement,, 
which  I  believe  to  be  exact.  Its  figure  is  a  half-ellipse,  divided 
near  the  middle  by  a  little  island.  The  width  of  the  fall  is  per- 
haps three-eighths  of  a  league.  The  water  falls  in  foam  over 
the  length  of  the  rock,  and  is  received  in  a  large  basin,  over 
which  hangs  a  continual  mist. 

The  13th.  We  remained  in  our  camp  at  the  little  rapid  to 
await  our  savages,  who  were  amusing  themselves  with  drinking 
rum  at  the  portage,  with  a  band  of  their  comrades  whO'  were 
returning  from  Choaguen  (Oswego).  The  14th.  The  savages 
having  rejoined  us,  we  entered  lake  Erie,  but  a  strong  southwest 
wind  having  arisen,  we  put  back  to  shore.  The  15th.  In  the 
morning,  the  wind  having  ceased,  we  continued  our  route,  and  on 
the  i6th,  we  arrived  early  at  the  portage  of  Yjadakoin.^ 

It  began  at  the  mouth  of  a  little  stream  called  Riviere  aux 
pommes  ("apple  River"),  —  the  3rd  that  is  met  after  entering 
the  lake,  and  thus  it  may  be  easily  recognized.  The  15th.  In 
the  evening.  I  observed  the  variation,  which  I  found  to  be  noth- 
ing. 

We  always  kept  close  to  the  shore.  It  is  quite  regular, 
straight,  but  moderately  high,  and  furnishes  little  shelter;  in 
many  places  it  is  mere  rock,  covered  with  a  few  inches  of  soil. 
Lake  Erie  is  not  deep ;  its  waters  have  neither  the  transparency 
nor  the  coolness  of  those  of  lake  Ontario.  It  is  at  this  lake  that 
I  saw  for  the  first  time  the  wild  turkeys  ;  they  dififer  in  no  way 
from  our  domestic  turkeys. 

The  17th.  We  began  the  portage,  and  made  a  good  league 
that  day.  I  observed  the  latitude  at  the  2nd  station,  • —  that  is, 
half  a  league  from  the  lake,  —  and  1  found  it  42°  33'.  The  i8th. 
Our  people  being  fatigued,  we  shortened  the  intervals  between 
the  stations,  and  we  hardly  made  more  than  half  a  league.  The 
iQth.     Bad  weather  did  not  allow  us  to  advance  far ;  nevertheless 
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we  gained  ground   every   day,  and,   the   22nd,   the   portage   was 
entirely  accomplished. 

In  my  judgment,  it  is  three  and  a  half  leagues.  The  road 
is  passably  good.  The  wood  through  which  it  is  cut  resembles 
our  forests  in  France.  The  beech,  the  ash,  the  elm,  the  red 
and  white  oak  —  these  trees  compose  the  greater  part  of  it. 
A  species  of  tree  is  found  there,  which  has  no  other  name  than 
that  of  "the  unknown  tree."  Its  trunk  is  high,  erect,  and 
almost  without  branches  to  the  top.  It  has  a  light,  soft  wood, 
which  is  used  for  making  pirogues,  and  is  good  for  that  alone. 
Eyes  more  trained  than  ours,  would,  perhaps,  have  made  dis- 
coveries which  would  have  pleased  the  taste  of  arborists.  Hav- 
ing reached  the  shore  of  lake  Yjadakoin,  Monsieur  de  Celoron 
thought  it  well  to  pass  the  rest  of  the  day  in  camp  to  give  his 
people  a  breathing-space.  On  the  morning  of  the  23rd,  we 
examined  the  provisions,  pitched  the  canoes,  and  set  out.  Be- 
fore starting,  I  took  advantage  of  the  fine  weather  to  get  the 
latitude,  which  I  found  to  be  42°  30'.  Lake  Yjadakoin  may  be 
a  league  and  a  half  in  its  greatest  width,  and  6  leagues  in  its 
entire  length.  It  becomes  narrow  near  the  middle,  and  seems 
to  form  a  double  lake. ,,         -a        r-,  ^  a 

We  left  ition  the  morning  of  [the  24th,  and  entered  the  little 
river  which  bears  its  name,  and  which  is,  as  it  were,  its  outlet 
After  a  league  and  a  half  of  still  water,  one  enters  a  rapid,  which 
extends  for  three  leagues  or  more ;  in  times  of  drouth,  it  is  very 
shallow.  We  were  told  that  in  the  spring,  or  after  heavy  rains, 
it  is  navigable ;  as  for  us,  we  found  it  drained  dry.  In  certain 
places,  which  were  only  too  frequent,  there  was  barely  two  or 
three  inches  of  water. 

Before  entering  tliis  place.  Monsieur  de  Celoron  had  the 
greater  part  of  the  baggage  unloaded,  with  people  to  carr}-  it  to 
the  rendez\ous.  On  the  road,  our  natives  noticed  fresh  trails, 
and  huts  newly  abandoned.  From  these  unequivocal  indications, 
we  inferred  that  some  one  had  come  to  spy  u])on  us,  and  that  at 
our  approacli  our  discoverers  had  carried  the  alarm  to  the  Beauti- 
ful River  Inhere  fore.  Monsieur  the  Commandant  held  a  council 
on  the  morning  of  the  2^{h.  in  whichA-aft«r4^aving  declared  -yettf 
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■HitefttioHS-  he  proposed  to  send  Monsieur  de  Joncaire  to  la  paille 
coupee^'^l^o  carry  thither  some  poreetai-n-branches,  and  to  invite 
the  natives  to  listen  to  the  ptaceful  message  of  their  father 
Onontio.  The  proposition  was  unanimously  approved,  and  Mon- 
sieur de  Joncaire  set  out,  accompanied  by  a  detachment  of  sav- 
ages. We  then  worked  at  repai'/ing  our  canoes,  and  sent  them 
on,  half-loaded.  On  tlie  morning  of  the  27th,  we  again  found 
the  still  water,  on  which  we  advanced  tranquilly  until  half  past 
10  on  the  28th,  —  a  fatal  hour,  which  plunged  us  again  into  our 
former  miseries.  The  water  suddenly  gave  out  under  our 
canoes,  and  we  were  reduced  to  the  sad  necessity  of  dragging 
them  over  the  stones,  —  whose  sharp  edges,  in  spite  of  our  care 
and  precautions,  took  off  large  splinters  from  time  to  time. 
Finally,  overcome  with  weariness,  and  almost  despairing  of  see- 
ing the  Beautiful  River,  we  entered  it  on  the  29th,  at  noon. 
Monsieur  de  Celoron  buried  a  plate  of  lead  on  the  south  bank 
of  the  Ohio ;  and,  farther  down,  he  attached  tlie  royal  coat  of 
arms  to  a  tree.  After  these  operations,  we  encamped '  opposite 
a  little  Iroquois  village,  of  12  or  13  cabins;  it  is  called  Kanan- 
ouangon.''' 

The  30th.  We  arrived  at  la  paille  coupee.  There  we  re- 
joined Monsieur  de  Joncaire,  who  told  us  that  our  conjecture  was 
correct ;  that  the  report  of  our  march  had  thrown  all  those  people 
into  consternation,  and  that  he  had  had  much  difficulty  in  making 
the  fugitives  return.  The  chiefs  came  to  greet  Monsieur  the 
Commandant,  who  bestowed  upon  them  a  thousand  tokens  of 
kindness,  and  sought  to  reassure  them. 

The  31st.  In  the  morning,  he  spoke  to  them  on  your-be- 
hai4-f  and  in  the  evening  he  received  their  reply,  that  every  one 
had  been  satisfied,  —  if  one  could  believe  it  sincere ;  but  we  did 
not  doubt  that  it  was  extorted  by  fear. 

You  will  excuse  me  from  reporting  here,  or  elsewhere, 
either  the  words  of  Monsieur  de  Celoron,  or  the  replies  which 
they  gave  him,  because  he  will  send  you  copies  of  these. 

La  paille  coupee  is  a  very  insignificant  village,  composed  ot 
Iroquois  and  some  Loups.  It  is  situated  on  the  northern  bank 
of  the  Ohio,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  a  group  of  moun- 
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tains  wliich  form  a  very  narrow  half-basin,  at  tlie  bottom  of 
which  is  the  village \its  kititttde  is  42°  5'.    .  -  - 

On  the  1st  of  August  we  broke  camp;  and  that  evening  we 
slept  at  a  little  Loup  village  of  9  or  10  cabins.  We  marched 
all  day  between  two  chains  of  mountains,  which  border  the  river 
on  the  right  and  left.  The  Ohio  is  very  low  during  the  first 
twenty  leagues ;  but  a  great  storm,  which  we  had  experienced 
on  the  eve  of  our  departure,  had  swollen  the  waters,  and  we 
pursued  our  journey  v.nthout   any  hindrance. 

Monsieur  Chabert  on  that  day  caught  seven  rattlesnakes, 
which  were  the  first  that  I  had  seen.  This  snake~drfiFers-4«-ftQ 
way  from  others,  except  that  its  tail  is  terminated  by  seven  or 
eight  little  scales,  fitting  one  into  another,  which  make  a  sort 
of  clicking  sound  when  tlie  creatitre  moves  or  shakes  itself. 
Some  have  yellowish  spots  scattered  over  a  brown  ground,  and 
others  are  entirely  brown,  or  almost  black. 

There  are.  I  am  told,  very  large  ones.  None  of  those 
which  I  have  seen  exceed  4  feet.  The  bite  is  fatal.  It  is  said 
that  washing  the  wound  which  has  been  received,  with  saliva 
mixed  with  a  little  sea-salt,  is  a  sovereign  remedy.  We  have 
not  had,  thank  God,  any  occasion  to  put  this  antidote  to  the 
test.)  I  have  been  told  a  thousand  marvelous  things  about  this 
reptile ;  among  others,  that  the  squirrel,  upon  perceiving  a  rattle- 
snake, immediately  becomes  greatly  agitated ;  and,  at  the  end  of 
a  certain  period  of  time,  —  drawn,  as  it  were,  by  an  invincible 
attraction. — ^approaches  it.  even  throwing  itself  into  the  jaws 
of  the  serpent.  T  have  read  a  statement  similar  to  this  reported 
in  philosophic  transactions;  but  I  do  not  give, it  credence,  for  all 
that. 

The  2nd.  Monsieur  de  Ccloron  spoke  to  the  Loups.  I 
4ook  the  bearing  of  our  camp  on  the  same  day,  and  found  it  to 
be  41°  ^i'  of  latitude. 

llie  3rd.  We  continued  our  route,  and  we  marched,  as  on 
the  first  day,  buried  in  the  somber  and  dismal  valley,  which 
serves  as  the  bed  of  the  Ohio.  W^e  encountered  on  our  route 
two  small  villages  of  Loups,  where  we  did  not  halt.  >Li'the 
evening,  after  we  disembarked,  we  buried  a  2nd  plate  of  lead 
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under  a  great  rock,  upon  which  were  to  be  seen  several  figures 
roughly  graven.  These  were  the  figures  of  men  and  women, 
and  the  footprints  of  goats,  turkeys,  bears,  etc.,  traced  upon  the 
rock.  Our  officers  tried  to  persuade  me  that  this  was  the  work 
of  Europeans ;  but,  in  truth,  I  may  say  that  in  the  style  and 
workmanship  of  these  engravings  one  cannot  fail  to  recognize 
the  unskillfulness  of  savages.  I  might  add  to  this,  that  they 
have  much  analogy  with  the  hieroglyphics  which  they  use  in- 
stead of  writing."* 

The  4th.  AYe  continued  our  route,  always  surrounded  by 
mountains.  —  sometimes  so  high  that  they  did  not  permit  us  to 
see  the  sun  before  9  or  10  o'clock  in  the  morning,  or  after  2  or 
3  in  the  afternoon.  This  double  chain  of  mountains  stretches 
along  the  Beautiful  River,  at  least  as  far  as  riviere  a  la.  Roche 
-( "Rock-}^-f iver" ) .  Here  and  there,  they  fall  back  from  the  shore, 
and  display  little  plains  of  one  or  two  leagues  in  depth. 

The  6th.  We  arrived  at  Atigue,  where  we  found  no  per- 
son ;  all  the  people  had  fled  to  the  woods.  Seeing  this,  we  went 
on,  and  came  to  the  old  village  of  the  Chaouanons,  where  we 
found  only  a  man  and  a  Vv^oman,  so  old  that  their  united  ages 
would  make  fully  two  centuries.  Some  time  afterward,  we 
encountered  five  Englishmen  who  appeared  to  us  to  be  engages , 
they  were  ordered  to  quit  that  region,  and  they  responded  that 
they  were  ready  to  obey.  They  were  given  a  letter  for  the  gov- 
ernor of  Philadelphia  ;  it— was— a-€opy--0#-tha^whiehi  you  had 
-^ivcn  for  a— tnodel.  These  English  came  from  Chiningue  and 
Sinhioto.'^°  They  had  some  forty  packets  of  peltries,  which 
they  v/ere  preparing  to  carry  to  Philadelphia.  These  packets 
consisted  of  skins  of  bears,  otters,  cats,  precans,  and  roe-deer, 
with  the  hair  retained.  —  for  neither  martens  nor  beavers  are 
seen  there.  The  Englishmen  told  us  that  they  reckoned  it  100 
leagues  from  that  place  to  Philadelphia. 

The  7th.  We  found  another  village  of  Loups.  Monsieur 
de  Celoron  induced  the  chief  to  come  to  Chiningue  to  hear  your 
-messag"e.  At  two  leagues  from  there  we  landed,  in  order  to 
speak  to  the  English ;  the  same  compliments  were  presented  to 
them  as  to  the  others,  and  they  answered  us  with  the  same 
apparent   submission.      They   were   lodged   in   miserable   cabins, 
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and  had  a  storehouse  weh  tilled  with  i)eltries,  which  we  did  not 
disturb.     < 

One  of  our  officers  showed  me  a  bean-tree.  This  is  a  tree 
of  medium  size  whose  trunk  and  branches  are  armed  with  thorns 
'  I  three  or  four  inches  lone:,  and  two  or  three  lines  thick  at  the 
base.  The  interior  of  these  thoms  is  filled  with  pulp.  Tht 
fruit  is  a  sort  oflittle  bean,  enclosed  in  a  pod  about  a  foot  long, 
an  inch  wide.  aiKJ  of  a  reddish  color  somewhat  mingled  with 
green.  There  are  five  or  six  beans  in  each  pod.  ;  The  same  da.y 
we  dined  in  a  hollow  cottonwood  tree,  in  which  29  men  could 
be  ranged  side  by  side.  This  tree  is  not  rare  in  those  regions, 
it  grows  on  the  river-banks  and  in  marshy  places.  It  attains 
a  great  height  and  has  many  branches.  Its  bark  is  seamed  ana 
rough  like  shagreen.  The  wood  is  hard,  brittle,  and  apt  to  decay , 
I  do  not  believe  that  I  have  seen  two  of  these  trees  that  were 
not  hollow.  Its  leaves  are  large  and  thickly  set ;  its  fruit  is  oi 
the  size  of  a  hazelnut,  enveloped  in  down ;  the  whole  resembling 
an  apple,  exactly  spherical,  and  about  an  inch  in  diameter. 

Now  that  I  am  on  the  subject  of  trees,  I  will  tell  you  some 
thing  of  the  assimine-tree,  and  of  that  which  is  called  the  lentil 
\  tree.  The  first  is  a  shrub,  the  fruit  of  which  is  oval  in  shape 
and  a  little  larger  than  a  bustard's  tgg;  its  substance  is  white 
and  spongy,  and  becomes  yellow  when  the  fruit  is  ripe.  It  con 
tains  two  or  three  kernels,  large  and  flat  like  the  garden  bean 
They  have  each  their  special  cell.  The  fruits  grow  ordinarily 
in  pairs,  and  are  suspended  on  the  same  stalk.  The  French 
have  given  it  a  name  which  is  not  very  refined,  Testiculi  asini 
This  is  a  dehcate  morsel  for  the  savages  and  the  Canadians , 
as  for  me,  I  have  found  it  of  an  unendurable  insipidity.  The 
one  which  I  call  the  lentil-tree  is  a  tree  of  ordinary  size ;  the  leaf 
is  short,  oblong,  and  serrated  all  around.  Its  fruit  much  re- 
sembles our  lentils.  It  is  enclosed  in  pods,  which  grow  in  large., 
thick  tufts  at  the  extremities  of  the  branches."  But  it  is  time 
to  resume  our  course. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  Monsieur  de  Celoron  sent  me 
with  an  officer  to  examine  certain  writings,  which  our  savages 
had  seen  the  evening  before,  on  a  rock,  and  which  they  imagined 
to  contain  some  mvsterv.      Having  examined  it,  we  reported  to 
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him  tliat  this  was  nothing  more  than  three  or  four  Enghsh 
names  scrawled  with  charcoal.  I  took  the  altitude  in  our  camp, 
/Vvw),'  the  latitude  of  which  was  40°  46'. 

A  little  after  noon,  we  departed  for  the  village  of  the 
Chiningue.  It  w^as  three  o'clock  when  we  arrived.  We  dis- 
embarked at  the  foot  of  a  very  high  slope.  It  was  lined  with 
people,  and  they  saluted  us  with  four  volleys  from  their  guns ; 
we   responded  in  the  same   manner. 

Monsieur  de  Celoron,  reflecting  upon  the  disadvanta- 
geous situation  of  his  camp,  if  we  remained  at  the  foot  of  the 
slope,  decided  to  have  it  transported  to  the  top,  and  to  place  our 
force  between  the  village  and  the  woods.  This  move  was  exe- 
cuted in  sight  of  the  savages,  who  dared  not  oppose  us. 
When  we  were  well  established,  the  chiefs  came  to  salute  the 
Commandant.  After  an  interchange  of  compliments.  Monsieur 
de  Celoron  manifested  his  displeasure  that  they  had  set  up  the 
English  flag  opposite  that  of  France,  and  ordered  them  to  take 
it  down.  The  firm  tone  with  which  he  spoke  caused  them  to 
obey  him.  In  the  evening  we  doubled  the  guard ;  and,  instead 
of  40  men  who  had  mounted  guard  regularly  every  night  since 
our  entrance  into  Yjadakoin.  80  were  assigned  to  that  duty. 
Moreover,  all  the  officers  and  engages  were  ordered  to  sleep  in 
their  clothing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  a  savage  came  to  tell  Monsieur 
de  Joncaire  that  80  warriors  starting  from  Kaskaske  were  on 
the  point  of  arriving;  that  they  came  intending  to  aid  their 
brothers,  and  to  deal  us  a  blow. 

Monsieur  de  Joncaire,  having  made  his  report  of  this  to  the 
Commandant,  the  latter  imiuiediately  gave  orders  to  prepare  for 
a  warm  reception  of  the  enemy.  These  preparations  were  not 
made.  The  savages,  seeing  our  bold  front  and  our  superior 
number,  quietly  withdrew  and  saluted  us  very  politely  in  pass- 
ing before  our  camp.  During  the  rest  of  the  day,  all  was  tran- 
,quil. 

On  the  loth,  there  was  a  council,  in  which  Monsieur  de 
Celoron  spoke  to  them  on  your  part.  They  responded  on  the 
iith,  and  we  departed  immediately  after  the  council.  The  vil- 
lage of  Chiningue  ^-  is  quite  new ;  it  is  hardly  more  than  five  or 
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six  years  since  it  was  established.  The  savages  who  live  there 
are  almost  all  Iroquois ;  they  count  about  sixty  warriors.  The 
Ene^lish  there  were  lo  in  number,  and  one  among  them  was  their 
chief.  IMonsieur  de  Celoron  had  him  come,  and  ordered  him, 
as  he  had  done  with  the  others,  to  return  to  his  own  countr}^ 
The  hjiglishman.  who  saw  us  ready  to  depart,  acquiesced  in  all 
thai  was  exacted  from  him,  —  firmly  resolved,  doubtless,  to  do 
nothing  of  the  kind,  as  soon  as  our  backs  were  turned. 

From  Chiningue  to  Sinhioto,  my  journal  furnishes  me  with 
notliing  curious  or  new ;  there  are  only  readings  of  the  Compass, 
taken  every  quarter  of  an  b.our,  the  list  of  which  would  be  as 
tedious  for  the  reader  as  for  the  copyist.  I  will  only  tell  you 
that  we  buried  three  plates  of  lead  at  the  mouths  of  three  differ- 
ent ri\ers,  the  ist  of  which  was  called  Kanonouaora.  the  second 
Jenanguekona,  and  tlie  3rd.  Chinodaichta.  It  was  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  this  river  that  we  began  to  see  the  Illinois  cattle ;  but, 
here  and  elsewhere.  the\-  were  in  such  small  numbers  that  our 
men  could  hardly  kill  a  score  of  them.  It  was,  besides,  necessary 
to  seek  them  far  in  the  w^oods.^^^  We  had  been  assured,  how- 
ever, at  our  departure,  that  at  each  point  we  should  find  them 
by  hundreds,  and  tl^iat  the  tongues  alone  of  those  which  we 
should  kill  would  suffice  to  support  the  troops.  This  is  not  the 
first  time  when  I  have  experienced  that  hyperbole  and  exaggera- 
tion   were   figures    familiar  to   the   Canadians. 

When  we  were  near  Sinhioto.  Monsieur  de  Celoron.  by  the 
advice  of  the  officers  and  of  the  savages,  despatclied  Mes>^ieurs 
de  loncaire  and  Niverville'^  to  announce  our  approaching  arrival 
to  the  Chaouanons.  Their  reception  was  not  gracious.  Hardly 
had  the  savages  i^erceived  them,  when  they  fired  on  them,  and 
their  colors  were  pierced  in  three  places.  In  ^-yhe  of  this  hail  of 
musketry,  thev  advanced  as  far  as  the  bank,  and  disembarked 
without  receiving  any  wound.  They  were  conducted  to  the 
council-cabin  :  but  scarcely  had  Monsieur  de  loncaire  commenced 
his  haran[^ue.  when  a  miserable  Panis  (Pawnee),  to  all  appear- 
ances influenced  by  the  F.nglish,  suddenly  arose,  crying  out  that 
they  were  deceived,  and  that  the  French  came  to  them  only  to 
destroy  them.  This  denunciation  was  like  a  war-cry.  The 
5avages   ran  to  arms,  and  arrested  our  envoys ;  they  talked  of 
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binding  them  to  the  stake ;  and  perhaps  they  would  have  executed 
this  threat  if  an  Iroquois,  who  was  by  chance  present,  had  not 
appeased  the  furious  savages  by  assuring  them  that  we  had  no 
evil  designs.  He  even  promised  to  go  with  Monsieur  de  Jon- 
caire  to  meet  us,  which  he  did. 

We  encountered  them  on  the  22nd,  about  a  league  from  the 
village.  Monsieur  de  Celoron  thanked  the  Iroquois  for  the  zeal 
which  he  had  displayed  on  this  occasion,  and  made  him  some 
small  presents. 

We  finally  embarked,  in  order  to  go  to  Sinhioto.  We  en- 
camped opposite  the  village,  where  we  worked  hard,  in  order  to 
complete  the  fort,  which  had  been  begun  the  evening  before. 

On  the  23rd,  a  council  was  held ;  but  the  savages  raised  some 
difficulties  about  the  place  where  they  were  to  assemble.  They 
desired  that  we  should  address  them  in  the  cabin  appointed  for 
Councils ;  Monsieur  de  Celoron  declared,  on  the  contrary,  that  it 
was  for  the  children  to  come  to  hear  the  words  of  their  father 
in  the  place  where  he  had  lighted  his  fire.  Briefly,  after  many 
disputes,  the  savages  gave  way  and  presented  themselves  in  our 
camp.  During  the  Council,  two  couriers  arrived,  to  announce 
that  canoes  bearing  the  French  colors  had  been  seen  descending 
the  river  of  Sinhioto.  This  news  somewhat  disconcerted  our 
grave  senators,  who  imagined  that  it  was  a  party  of  warriors 
sent  against  them  from  Detroit,  and  that  it  was  our  design  to 
inclose  them  betv.^een  two  fires.  Monsieur  the  Commandant  had 
great  difficulty  to  reassure  tJiem.  Finally,  however,  their  fears 
were  dissipated,  and  they  continued  the  Council.  The  24th.  The 
savages  responded,  but  in  vague  and  general  terms,  which  signi- 
fied nothing  at  all. 

On  the  25th,  ,.|  outaouas  arrived  with  letters  from  Monsieur 
(de)  Sabre vois.^"'  which  notified  Monsieur  de  Celoron  that  he 
had  not  been  able  to  persuade  the  savages  of  his  government  to 
come  to  join  us  on  the  Beautiful  River,  as  had  been  projected. 
In  the  evening,  there  was  a  bonfire  to  celebrate  the  feast  of  St 
Louis.  All  the  detachment  was  under  arms ;  they  fired  three 
volleys  of  musketry,  preceded  by  several  cries  of  Vive  le  Roy! 


go  EXl'KDITION    OF    CELORON    TO    THE   OHIO   COUNTRY. 

The  26tli.  'J'lic  Chaouanons  gave  a  2nd  response  which 
was  somewhat  more  satisfactory  than  the  ist.  After  whicli.  we 
continued  our  journey  to  riviere  a  la  Roche. 

The  situation  of  the  village  of  the  Chaouanons  is  quite 
pleasant,  —  at  least,  it  is  not  masked  l^y  the  mountains,  like  the 
other  villages  through  which  we  had  passed.  The  Sinhioto  river, 
which  bounds  it  on  the  West,  has  given  it  its  name.  It  is  com- 
posed of  about  sixty  cabins.  The  English  men  there  numbered 
five.  They  were  ordered  to  withdraw,  and  promised  to  do  so. 
The  latitude  of  our  camp  was  39^  i' 

The  28th.  We  encamped  at  the  mouth  of  riviere  Blanche 
("White  river"),  where  we  found  a  small  band  of  Miamis  with 
their  chief,  named  le  Baril  ("the  Barrel").  They  had  estab- 
lished themselves  there  a  short  time  before,  and  formed  a  village 
of  7  or  8  cabins,  a  league  distant  from  the  river.  Monsic^ur  de 
Celoron  requested  them  to  accompany  him  to  the  village  of  la 
Demoiselle  ("the  young  Lady"),  and  they  promised  to  do  so. 
We  ])assed  two  days  waiting  for  them.  Finally,  on  the  morning 
of  the  31st.  they  appeared,  followed  by  their  women,  their  chil- 
dren, and  their  dogs.  All  embarked,  and  about  4  o'clock  m  the 
afternoon  we  entered  riviere  a  la  Roche,  after  having  buried  the 
6th  and  last  leaden  plate  on  the  western  bank  of  that  river,  and 
to  the  north  of  the  Ohio."- 

This  Beautiful  River --so  little  known  to  the  French,  and, 
unfortunately,  too  well  known  to  the  English  —  is,  according  to 
my  estimate,  181  marine  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  Yjadakoin 
(or  Tjadakoin)  to  the  entrance  of  riviere  a  la  Roche.  In  ail  this 
distance,  we  have  counted  twelve  villages  established  on  its  banks ; 
but  if  one  penetrate  into  the  small  continent  enclosed  between  lake 
Erie  and  the  Ohio,  one  will  find  it,  according  to  what  has  been 
told  us,  much  more  populous.  We  have  been  specially  told  of  a 
certain  village  situated  on  the  river  Kaskaske.  in  which,  we  are 
assured,  there  are  neark.  ^.oo  men.^^  Each  village,  whetlier  large 
or  small,  has  one  or  more  traders,  who  have  in  their  employ 
engages  for  the  transportation  of  peltries.  Behold,  then,  the 
English  already  far  within  our  territory ;  and,  what  is  worse, 
tliey  are  under  the  protection  of  a  crowd  of  savages  whom  they 
entice  to  themselves,   and   whose  number  increases   every   day. 


EXPEDITION    OF    CELORON    TO    THE   OHIO    COUNTRY.  9I 

Their  design  is,  without  doubt,  to  establish  themselves  there; 
and,  if  efficacious  measures  be  not  taken  as  soon  as  possible  to 
arrest  their  progress,  we  run  very  great  risk  of  seeing  ourselves 
quickly  driven  from  the  upper  countries,  and  of  being  obliged  to 
confine  ourselves  to  the  limits  which  it  may  please  those  gentle- 
men to  prescribe  to  us.  This  is  perhaps  all  the  more  true  that 
it  does  not  seem  probable.      1  resume  the  thread  of  my  journal 

Riviere  a  la  Roche  is  very  well  named.  Its  bottom  is  but 
one  continuous  rock ;  its  waters  are  extremely  shallow.  Not 
withstanding  this,  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  guide  our  canoe? 
as  far  as  the  village  of  la  DemoiselL-.  In  order  to  lighten  them, 
we  had  landed  half  of  our  people.  This  was  thought  to  have 
(occasioned)  the  loss  of  Monsieur  de  Joannes,- — -who,  having 
undertaken  to  follow  a  savage  who  was  going  to  hunt,  lost  him- 
self in  the  woods,  and  remained  there  two  days  without  our 
being  able  to  obtain  any  news  of  him,  in  spite  of  all  the  efiforts 
which  we  made.  On  the  3rd  day  after  his  disappearance,  wc 
saw  him,  when  we  least  expected  to  do  so,  at  a  bend  in  the  river, 
conducted  by  two  Miamis. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  we  had  the  honor  of  saluting  la 
Demoiselle  in  his  fort.  It  is  situated  on  a  vast  prairie  whicli 
borders  Riviere  a  la  Roche ;  its  latitude  is  40°  34'.  This  band 
is  not  numerous ;  it  consists  at  most  of  40  or  50  men.^^  There 
is  among  them  an  English  trader.  Monsieur  de  Celoron  did  not 
talk  with  la  Demoiselle  until  the  17th,  because  he  awaited  an 
interpreter  from  the  Miamis,  for  whom  he  had  asked  Monsieur 
Raimond.  But,  wearied  with  waiting,  and  seeing  the  season 
already  advanced,  he  determined  to  take  for  an  interpreter  an 
old  Sounantouan  who  was  in  le  Baril's  company. 

On  the  i8th^  la  Demoiselle  replied,  and  in  his  answer  prom- 
ised to  take  back  his  band  to  their  old  village  in  the  following 
spring;  he  even  gave  his  word  that  he  would  go  with  us  as  far 
as  there,  in  order  to  prepare  everything  for  his  return.  But 
the  arrival  of  the  Miami  interpreter  put  him  in  a  bad  humor ;  he 
forgot  all  his  promises,  and  in  spite  of  all  that  we  could  do,  he 
constantly  refused  to  see  us.  We  then  left  him ;  and,  after 
having  burned  our  canoes  and  all  that  we  could  not  carry,  w2 
took  leave  of  him  on  the  morning  of  the  20th. 
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Our  journey  by  land  was  only  five  days.  We  were  divided 
inio  four  brigades,  each  commanded  by  two  officers.  We  marched 
in  single  file,  because  the  narrowness  of  the  path  would  not 
permit  us  to  do  otherwise.  The  road  was  passable,  but  we 
found  it  ([uite  tedious.  In  my  estimation,  the  journey  from  la 
Demoiselle's  to  the  IVIiamis  might  cover  35  leagues.  Three 
times  we  crossed  Riviere  a  la  Roche ;  but  here  it  was  only  a 
feeble  brook,  which  ran  over  a  few  feet  of  mud.  A  little  more 
than  half-way.  we  began  to  skirt  the  river  of  the  Miamis,  which 
was  on  our  left.  We  found  therein  large  crabs  in  abundance. 
From  time  to  time  we  marched  over  vast  prairies,  where  the 
herbage  was  sometimes  of  extraordinary  height.  Having  reached 
Monsieur  Raimond's  post,  we  l)ought  pirogues  and  provisions; 
and,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  27th,  we  set  out,  en  route  for 
Detroit. 

The  fort  of  the  Miamis  was  in  a  very  bad  condition  when 
we  reached  it ;  most  of  the  palisades  were  decayed  and  fallen 
into  ruin.  Within  tliere  were  eight  houses,  —  or,  to  speak  more 
correctly,  eight  miserable  huts,  wdiich  only  the  desire  of  making 
money  could  render  endurable.  The  French  there  numbered  22 ; 
all  of  them;  even  to  the  commandant,  had  the  fever.  Monsieur 
Raimond  did  not  approve  the  situation  of  the  fort,  and  main- 
tained that  it  should  be  placed  on  the  bank  of  the  St.  Joseph 
river,  distant  only  a  scant  league  from  its  present  site.  He 
wished  to  show  mc  that  spot,  but  the  hindrances  of  our  departure 
])rcvented  me  from  going  thither.  All  that  I  could  do  for  him 
was  to  trace  for  him  the  plan  of  his  new  fort.  The  latitude  of 
the  old  one  is  41°  29'.  It  was  while  with  the  IMiamis  that  1 
learned  that  we  had,  a  little  before  entering  riviere  a  la  Roche, 
passed  within  two  or  three  leagues  of  the  famous  salt-springs 
where  are  the  skeletons  of  immense  animals.^"  This  news  greatly 
chagrined  me;  and  I  could  hardly  forgive  myself  for  having 
missed  this  discovery.  It  was  the  more  curious  that  I  should 
have  done  this  on  my  journey,  and  I  would  have  been  proud  if 
I  could  have  given  you  the  details  of  it. 

The  Miami  River  caused  us  no  less  embarrassment  than 
Riviere  a  la  Roche  had  done.  At  almost  every  instant  we  were 
stopped  by  beds  of  flat  stones,  over  which  it  was  necessary  to 
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drag  our  pirogues  by  main  force.  1  will  say,  however,  that  at 
intervals  were  found  beautiful  reaches  of  smooth  water,  but 
they  were  few  and  short.  In  the  last  six  leagues,  the  river  is 
broad  (and  deep),  and  seems  to  herald  the  grandeur  of  the  lake 
into  which  it  discharges  its  waters.  At  6  leagues  above  lake 
Erie,  I  took  the  altitude,  which  was  found  to  be  42°  o'. 

We  entered  the  lake  on  the  5th  of  October.  On  entering  it, 
there  is  to  the  left  the  bay  of  Onanguisse,  which  is  said  to  be 
very  deep.  Soon  after,  one  encounters  to  the  right,  the  Isles 
aux  Serpents  ("islands  where  there  are  Snakes").  On  the  6th, 
we  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Detroit  River,  where  we  found 
canoes  and  provisions  for  our  return.  Monsieur  de  Celoron  had 
the  goodness  to  permit  me  to  go  to  the  fort  with  some  officers. 
We  spent  there  the  entire  day  of  the  7th.  I  took  the  latitude  in 
Father  Bonaventure's  courtyard,  and  I  found  it  42°   38'. 

In  the  evening,  we  returned  to  our  camp,  where  we  spent  the 
8th  waiting  for  our  savages,  a  class  of  men  created  in  order  to 
exercise  the  patience  of  those  who  have  the  misfortune  to  travel 
with  them.  I  profited  by  this  hindrance  in  order  to  take  the 
latitude  of  our  camp,  which  was  42'''  28'. 

I  remained  too  short  a  time  at  Detroit  to  be  able  to  give 
you  an  exact  description  of  it.  All  that  I  can  say  to  you  about 
it  is,  that  its  situation  appeared  to  me  charming.  A  beautiful 
river  runs  at  the  foot  of  the  fort;  vast  plains,  which  only  ask 
to  be  cultivated,  extend  beyond  the  sight.  There  is  nothing 
milder  than  the  climate,  which  scarcely  counts  two  months  of 
winter.  The  productions  of  Europe,  and  especially  the  grains, 
grow  much  better  than  in  many  of  the  cantons  of  France.  It  is 
the  Touraine  and  Beauce  of  Canada.  Moreover,  we  should 
regard  Detroit  as  one  of  the  most  important  posts  of  the  Colony. 
It  is  conveniently  situated  for  furnishing  aid  to  Michilimakinak, 
to  the  St.  Joseph  River,  to  the  Bay,  to  the  Mianiis,  Ouiatanons, 
and  to  the  Beautiful  River,  supposing  that  settlements  be  made 
thereon.  Accordingly,  we  cannot  send  thither  too  many  people ; 
but  where  shall  we  find  men  therefor?  Certainly  not  in  Canada. 
The  colonists  whom  you  sent  there  last  year  contented  them- 
selves with  eating  the  rations  that  the  King  provided.  Some 
among  them,   even,   carried  away  by   their   natural  levity,   have 
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left  the  country  and  c;one  to  seek  their  fortune  elsewhere.  How 
many  poor  lahorers  in  France  would  be  delighted  to  find  a  coun- 
try which  would  furnish  them  abundantly  with  what  would  repav 
them  for  their  industry  and  toil. 

The  Fort  of  Detroit  is  a  long  square ;  I  do  not  know  its 
•dimensions,  but  it  appeared  large  to  me.  The  village  of  the 
Hurons  and  that  of  the  Outaouas  are  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river. —  (where  father  La  Richardie  told  me,  the  rebels  were 
beginning  to  disperse,  and  the  band  of  Nicolas  was  diminishing 
•day  by  day.)  We  had  asked  news  about  him,  when  upon  the 
Beautiful  River;  and  were  told  that  he  had  established  his 
icsidence  in  the  neighborhood  of  lake   Erie.-° 

We  left  Detroit  on  the  9th  of  October,  and  on  the  19th 
arrived  at  Niagara.  T  took  the  altitude  twice  on  lake  Erie.  — 
once  at  Pointe  Pelee.  which  was  42"  20';  the  other  time,  a  little 
below  pointe  a  la  Biche  ("Fawn's  point"),  which  was  43°  6'. 
W'e  left  Niagara  on  the  22nd.  and.  to  shorten  our  road,  we 
passed  along  the  south  shore  of  lake  Ontario.  We  experienced 
on  this  lake  some  terrible  storms.  More  than  once,  we  were  on 
the  point  of  perishing.  Finally,  notwithstanding  the  winds  and 
tempests,  our  bark  canoes  brought  us  safe  and  sound  to  Catara- 
coui  on  the  4th  of  November. 

I  saw  Choaguen  in  passing,  but  it  was  too  far  for  me  to 
examine  it. 

On  the  7tli,  we  left  Cataracoui,  and  on  the  loth  we  arrived 
at  Montreal.  On  the  road  we  halted  at  the  dwelling  of  abbe 
Piquet,  who  was  then  at  Montreal.  We  found  three-quarters 
of  his  fort  burned  by  the  Iroquois  —  sent,  they  say,  for  this 
purpose,  by  the  Fnglish.  At  one  of  the  angles  of  the  fort  they 
had  caused  to  be  constructed  a  little  redout  after  the  style  of  the 
Fort  St.  Jean.  The  fire  had  spared  it.  In  returning,  I  shot 
all  the  rapids,  the  danger  of  which  had  hcen  rather  exaggerated 
to  me.  The  first  that  one  encounters  in  going  out  from  abbe 
Piquet's  is  lc>  Calaux  ("the  Gallops")  ;  it  is  a  very  small  matter. 
The  rai)ide  Plat  ("Flat  ra])id")  which  succeeds  it  is  of  still  les^ 
im])ortanoe.  The  Long  Sault  has  its  difficulties.  It  is  necessary 
to  have  a  qm'ck  eye  and  sure  hand,  in  order  to  avoid  on  the  one 
■side  the  Cascade,  and  on  the  other  a  great  rock  —  against  which 
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a  canoe,  were  it  of  bronze,  would  be  shattered  like  glass.  The 
Coteau  du  Lac  is  not  difficult,  because  one  passes  at  a  considerable 
■distance  from  the  Cascade.  In  the  passage  of  les  Cedres,  there 
is  no  risk  except  for  bark  canoes,  because  the  water  has  but 
little  depth.  "The  Thicket"  and  "the  Hole"  are  two  difficult 
places ;  but,  after  all,  one  escapes  save  for  shipping  a  little  water 
while  shooting  this  rapid.  I  have  not  shot  "the  Hole."  Our 
guide  led  us  by  another  way,  which  was  not  much  better.  It  was 
necessary  to  cross  a  very  violent  current,  which  will  precipitate 
you  into  a  very  deep  cascade,  if  you  miss  the  right  point  for 
■crossing.  One  of  our  canoes  came  near  turning  a  somersault, 
not  having  taken  proper  precautions.  The  Sault  St.  Louis  is  per- 
fectly well  known  to  you. 

On  the  14th.  Monsieur  de  Celoron  and  I  set  out  for  Quebec, 
where  we  arrived  on  the  i8th  of  November,  —  that  is  to  say, 
five  months  and  eighteen  days  after  having  left  it. 

I  beg  of  you  a  few  moments'  further  audience,  in  behalf  of 
the  chart  which  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you.  It  is  reduced, 
on  account  of  its  great  extent ;  it  has  20  fixed  points  which  have 
been  furnished  to  me  by  the  latitudes  observed,  and  which  I  have 
marked  with  double  crosses.  The  longitude  is  everywhere  esti- 
mated. If  I  had  had  a  good  compass,  I  would  have  been  able  to 
determine  several  of  its  points  by  observation;  but  could  I  or 
ought  I  to  rely  on  a  compass  of  indifferent  merit,  and  of  whicli 
I  have  a  hundred  times  proved  the  irregularity,  both  before  and 
since  my  return?  Can  I  dare  say  that  my  estimates  are  correct? 
In  truth,  this  would  be  very  rash,  —  especially  as  we  were  obliged 
to  navigate  currents  subject  to  a  thousand  alternations.  In  still 
water,  even,  v/hat  rules  of  estimation  could  one  have,  of  which 
the  correctness  would  not  be  disturbed  by  the  variation  and  in- 
equalities of  the  wind  or  of  the  rowers?  As  for  the  points  of  the 
compass,  I  can  answer  for  having  observed  them  all,  and  marked 
them  in  my  journal  with  the  utmost  care ;  because  I  know  that 
3.  part  of  the  exactness  of  my  chart  depends  upon  it.  I  have  not 
failed  to  correct  them  according  to  the  variations  that  I  have 
observed.  I  have  similarly  corrected  the  leagues  of  distance, 
when  such  did  not  accord  with  the  latitude  observed.  In  a  word, 
I  have  done  mv  utmost  to  deserve  the  marks  of  esteem  which 
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you  liave  had  tlic  goodness  to  bestow  upon  nic.  If  I  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  succeed.  I  beg  of  you  to  deign  to  employ 
me.  when  occasion  therefor  shall  present  itself;  that  is  the  only 
recompense  which    I  expect   for  my  work 

I  cannot  bring  myself  to  linish  this  letter  without  rendering 
to  Messieurs  our  officers  all  the  justice  that  they  merit.  In  the 
subalterns  J  have  admired  their  zeal  ftjr  the  service,  their  courage 
when  occasion  required  it,  their  submission  to  the  orders  of  the 
Commandant,  and  their  promptitude  in  exercising  them. 

As  for  Monsieur  de  Celoron.  he  is  a  man  attentive,  clear- 
sighted, and  active;  firm,  but  pliant  when  necessary;  fertile  in 
resources,  and  full  of  resolution.  —  a  man,  in  fine,  made  to  com- 
mand. I  am  no  flatterer,  and  I  do  not  fear  that  what  I  have- 
said  should  make  me  pass  for  one. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  most  profound  respect, 
MONSIEUR. 

Your  very   humble  and 
very  obedient   servant 
At  Quebec,  October  17.  1750.  De  Bonnecamps,   S.  J. 

NOTES. 

I.  Beauharnais  (vol.  Ixvii..  note  4)*  was  nominally  suc- 
ceeded, as  governor  of  New  France,  by  Jacques  Pierre  Tafifanel, 
marquis  de  la  Jonquiere,  who  received  his  commission  in  March, 
1746.  In  the  summer  of  that  year.  La  Jonquiere  was  sent,  in 
command  of  a  French  squadron,  to  attack  Port  Royal ;  but.  his 
fleet  being  dispersed  by  a  storm  off  Cape  Sable,  he  was  forced  to 
return  to  France.  Again  departing  for  Canada  (May,  1747), 
his  ship  was  caj^tured  b}-  the  English,  and  he  was  detained  as  a 
prisoner  in  iMigland  until  the  following  year.  Meanwhile, 
Beauharnais  acted  as  governor  until  relieved  (Sept.  19,  1747)  by 
Count  de  la  Galissoniere ;  the  latter  held  office  two  years,  when 
La  Jonquiere  came  T September,  1749)  to  assume  the  authority 
granted  io  bini  (Imvc-  years  before.  The  governorship  was  held 
by  La  Jon(|uierc  uniil  his  death,  May  17,  1752. 

Bonnecamps's  statement  that  he  reached  Quebec  too  late  to- 
report  what  he  had  done,  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  La  Galis- 
soniere left  that  place,  on  his  return  to  France,  on  Sept.  24: 
while  Celorcn's  expedition  did  not  arrive  at  Montreal  until 
Oct.  10. 


*Jrsuit  Kclalioiis. 
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2.  Louis  Thomas  de  Joncaire.  sieur  de  Chabert,  was  a 
native  of  Provence,  born  in  1670.  He  came  to  Canada  when  a 
mere  boy,  and  soon  became  an  interpreter  for  the  Indians ;  he 
also  entered  the  army,  and  gained  the  rank  of  Heutenant.  His 
special  service  was  among  the  Seneca  tribe,  by  whom  he  was 
adopted ;  he  had  great  influence  with  them,  and  they  regarded 
him  as  one  of  their  chiefs.  The  date  of  his  death  is  not  recorded ; 
but  it  must  have  been  about  1740.  In  1706,  he  married  (at 
Montreal)  Madeleine  le  Quay,  by  whom  he  had  ten  children. 
The  eldest  of  these,  Philippe  Thomas,  born  in  January,  1707, 
repeated  his  father's  career,  save  that  he  was  on  intimate  terms 
with  all  the  Iroquois  tribes,  as  well  as  with  the  Senecas.  He  was 
one  of  the  officers  who  signed  the  capitulation  of  Fort  Niagara 
(1759)  ;  it  is  not  known  how  long  he  lived  after  that  event.  It 
is  this  son  who  is  mentioned  as  an  officer  in  Celoron's  expedi- 
tion. Some  writers  say  that  his  mother  was  a  Seneca  squaw ; 
but  Tanguay  makes  him  the  son  of  Madeleine  le  Guay. 

3.  The  identity  of  Celoron  the  explorer  is  not  entirely  cer- 
tain, as  there  were  two  brothers  of  that  name,  both  Canadian 
officers,  and  both  employed  at  frontier  outposts  and  among  the 
Indians ;  moreo^'er,  most  historical  writers  have  neglected  to 
make  researches  sufficiently  detailed  to  settle  this  question  satis- 
factorily. 

The  name  of  the  family  was  Celoron  de  Blainville,  accord- 
ing to  Tanguay,  Ferland.  Gosselin,  and  other  leading  Canadian 
writers;  but  Parkman,  Marshall,  and  some  other  English  his- 
torians write  it  Celoron  (or  Celeron)  de  Bienville,  and  some- 
times Bienville  de  Celoron.  The  first  of  this  name  in  Canada 
was  Jean  Baptiste  Celoron,  sieur  de  Blainville ;  he  was  born  at 
Paris,  in  1664,  the  son  of  a  royal  councilor.  In  early  youth  he 
came  to  Canada,  apparently  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  French  troops , 
and  married,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  Helene  Picote  (widow 
of  Antoine  de  la  Fresnaye.  sieur  de  Brucy,  Francois  Perrot's 
partner  in  the  fur  trade),  by  whom  he  had  seven  children.  He 
died  at  Montreal,  in  June;  1735. 

His  elder  son,  Piere  Joseph  (born  in  1693),  was  also  a  mil- 
itary officer,  and  served  with  much  distinction,  especially  when 
placed  in  charge  of  various  forts.  He  was  commandant  at 
Michillimackinac  at  an  early  date  —  probably  from  1737  to  1742, 
a  period  broken  by  a  short  term  of  service  (in  1739)  against  the 
Chickasaws  in  Louisiana ;  he  led  against  them  a  troop  of  French 
and  Indians  from  Canada.  From  the  autumn  of  1742  to  that  of 
1743.  he  commanded  at  Detroit,  and  again  from  1750  to  March, 
1754-  In  October,  1744,  he  was  sent  to  take  command  of  Fort 
Niagara,  where  he  remained  tAvo  years ;  then  spent  a  short  time 
at  Montreal;  and  in  the  spring  of   1747  became  commandant  at 
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Fort  St.  Frederic  (Crown  Point  1,  reniainin.ii^  there  about  six- 
months.  Jn  1750,  after  his  return  from  tlie  (Jhio  expedition  of 
the  previous  year,  he  was  ordered  to  take  charge  of  the  Detroit 
post.  L/.'a\injn^  it  in  1754,  he  probably  spent  the  next  six  years  in 
various  mihtary  ojjerations  of  the  French  and  Indian  war;  the 
latest  mention  of  his  name  in  Canachan  affairs  is,  ai)parcntly, 
as  one  of  the  defenders  of  Quebec  in  1759.  He  had  married,  in 
1724  (at  Montreal),  Marie  Madeleine  Blondeau.  widow  of 
Charles  le  (iardeur.  and  had  by  her  four  children.  He  was  again 
marrii'd  (in  1743) — to  Catherine  I'^ury,  by  whom  he  had  nine 
children;  after  she  became  a  widow,  she  entered  (1777)  the 
Gray  Sisters'  convent  at  Montreal,  where  she  died  twenty  years 
later. 

The  strong  prei)on(k'rancc  of  e\idence  is  in  favor  of  Pierre 
as  being  the  explorer  of  i74>j:  liut  some  writers  ascribe  this 
service  to  his  younger  brother,  Jean  P>aptiste.  Celoron  kept  a 
journal  of  the  expedition  of  1749,  which  has  been  preserved  at 
Paris,  in  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  ^larine.  From  this 
document  and  Pjonnccamps's  journal  (also  resting  in  the  archives 
of  the  marine),  Marshall  drew  materials  for  his  paper.  "De  Cel- 
oron's  Expedition  to  the  Ohio,"  published  in  Ma;/.  Aiiicr.  Hist.. 
March.  1X78.  Bonnecamps's  journal  v>-as  accom])anied  by  a  MS. 
map  (in  size  30  by  81  centimeters)  drawn  by  him,  locating  all 
the  places  mentioned  in  his  journal,  where  he  had  taken  observa- 
tions (p.  197  of  this  volume).*  This  map  was  also  preserved, 
v/ith  his  memoir,  in  the  a')o\e-name(l  archives,  but  cannot  now 
be  found  ;  its  disappearance  seems  to  have  taken  place  at  some 
time  during  1892-94.  A  small  copy  of  it  (but  with  modern  let- 
tering)  is  given  by  Darlington  in  Gist's  Journals,  at  p.  274. 

Jean  Baptiste  Celoron  was  born  in  1696.  and  was.  like  Piere. 
an  officer  in  the  colonial  troops.  He  married  (in  1730)  Suzanne 
Piot.  by  w'liom  he  had  five  children.  Little  is  positively  known 
about  him.  the  general  references  in  contemporary  documents  to 
"M.  de  Celoron"  being  somewhat  confusing;  but  he  was  com- 
mandant at  I-a  Presentation  in  175 1.  vTth  the  rank  of  lieutenant; 
and  probably  it  is  he  who  was  killed  in  tlie  summer  of  17^6.  near 
Fort  Cumberland,  while  on  a  scouting  expedition.  —  (~)n  this 
whole  subject,  see  A^.  Y.  CoJou.  Docs.,  vols,  ix.,  x.,  passim; 
Parkman's  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  \o\.  i. ;  Marshall,  ut  ^u]1ra; 
Gosselin,  as  cited  iti  note  1 1,  ante,  and  in  note  32,  post  (see  p.  to 
of  Proceedings,  vol.  xii.)  ;  and  Farmer's  Detroit,  p.  227. 

4.  Francois  Picquet.  a  native  of  Burgundy,  was  born  Dec. 
6.  1 70S.  He  early  showed  a  \-ocation  to  the  religious  life,  an-l 
entered  the  Sulpitian  order  at  Paris ;  he  was  there  ordainctl  in 

*  Jesuit  relations  vol.  (>!>. 
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1734,  when  but  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  at  once  sent  to 
Canada.  He  spent  five  years  at  Montreal,  and  ten  more  in  the 
Sulpitian  mission  at  Lake  des  Deux  Montagues  (vol.  Ixii.,  note 
16)  ;  during  his  stay  at  the  mission,  many  savages,  especiahy 
Iroquois,  came  to  reside  there,  and  he  gained  much  influence 
over  them.  Picquet's  favorite  scheme  was  to  secure  friendship 
and  aUiance  betAveen  the  Iroquois  and  the  French  against  their 
EngHsh  neighbors;  to  that  end,  he  undertook  to  form  a  mission 
colony  of  Iroquois,  under  his  personal  care  and  direction.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  founded  (in  the  summer  of  1749),  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Oswegatchie  River,  upon  or  near  the  site  of  the  present 
Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.,  the  establisliment  named  by  him  La  Presenta- 
tion ;  it  was  not  only  a  mission,  but  a  fortified  po^t.  The  Iroquois 
savages  were  easily  induced  to  settle  there ;  at  the  end  of  two 
3^ears,  they  numbered  about  400  —  a  number  which  finally  in- 
creased to  3:000.  Picquet  won  their  enthusiastic  affection  and 
obedience,  and  secured  their  loyalty  to  the  French  —  a  service 
gratefully  acknoAvledged  by  Canadian  officials.  He  maintained 
this  enterprise  until  the  summer  of  ]76o,  when,  unwilling  to  swear 
allegiance  to  England,  he  left  Canada  —  returning  to  France  by 
Avay  of  New  Orleans,  where  he  remained  nearly  two  vears.  In 
his  own  country,  he  spent  a  considerable  time  in  religious  labors 
in  the  diocese  of  Paris;  in  1765  and  in  1770,  he  received  certain 
sums  of  money,  in  recognition  of  the  services  which  he  had 
rendered  in  Canada:  and  he  finally  died  at  the  house  of  his 
sister,  at  Verjon,  July  15,  1781.  —  See  Gosselin's  admirable  paper 
on  "L'Abbe  Picquet,"  with  full  and  valuable  annotations,  in 
Canad.  Roy.  Soc.  Proc,  vol.  xii.,  sec.  i,  pp.  3-28. 

5.  At  this  point  there  is,  on  the  MS.  which  we  follow,  a 
note  in  Francis  Parkman's  handwriting;  "The  3  mountains  of 
Nonnenbin?" 

6.  Yjadakoin,  Chadakoin,  Tjadakoin,  Yadakoin  are  all  va- 
riants of  the  Iroquois  name  which  has  now  become,  through 
successive  phonetic  renderings  by  French  and  English  tongues, 
Chautauqua.  The  expedition,  after  coasting  the  southern  shore 
of  Lake  Erie,  arrived  at  the  Chautauqua  portage  (now  Barce- 
lona), and  ascended  Chautauqua  Creek  (the  explorers'  "Riviere 
aux  Pommes").  Thence  to  Chautauqua  Lake  is  a  portage  of 
six  miles ;  having  crossed  this,  Celoron  voyaged  down  the  lake 
and  the  "outlet,"'  so-called,  and  then  through  Cassadaga  and 
Conewango  Creeks,  into  the  Alleghany.  By  Celoron  and  other 
early  explorers  the  names  "Ohio"  and  "Beautiful  River"  were 
applied  to  the  Alleghany  as  well  as  to  the  river  now  called  Ohio. 
Marshall  (p.  138  of  citation  in  note  31,  ante),  says  that  the 
Senecas  do  the  same  even  now.  Regarding  the  region  just  men- 
tioned, with  identification  of  Celoron's  route,  and  description  of 
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the  old  portage  road,  see  Edson's  Hist,  of  Chautauqua  Co.,  N.  Y. 
(Boston,  i<S')4),  ;)p.  74-136. 

The  "unknown  tree"  mentioned  by  Bonnecanips  may  be  the 
Cottonwood,  (jossehn  conjectures  that  it  may  be  the  common 
cedar  (Thuya). 

y.  The  appeUation  paille  coupee  ("broken  straw"),  is  doubt- 
less the  French  translation  of  the  name  given  by  the  Indians  of 
that  region  to  the  village  in  question,  which  was  occupied  mainly 
by  Senecas.  It  was  situated  on  the  Alleghany,  a  few  miles  below 
the  present  Warren,  Pa. 

8.  Kananouangon :  the  village  was  situated  at  the  mouth 
of  the  stream  now  known  as  Conewango  —  which,  after  receiv- 
ing the  waters  of  Chautauqua  Creek,  falls  into  the  Alleghany 
River,  just  above  the  village  of  Warren.  Celoron  took  posses- 
sion for  France  of  the  region  through  which  he  traveled  —  in- 
dicating this,  in  accordance  u  ith  the  custom  of  the  time,  by  bur\-- 
ing  at  the  mouths  of  rivers  engraved  leaden  plates ;  upon  these 
were  suitable  inscriptions,  recording  place,  date,  and  circum- 
stances of  this  taking  possession.  One  of  these  plates,  stolen  or 
found  by  Iroquois  savages,  was  delivered  by  them  to  Col.  Wil- 
liam Johnson,  in  December,  1750;  and  was  soon  after  forwarded 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade  at  London.  A  facsimile  of  this  inscrip- 
tion is  given  in  N.  Y.  Colon.  Docs.,  vol.  vi.,  p.  611  ;  translated, 
it  reads  as  follows:  "In  the  year  1749,  in  the  reign  of  Louis 
XV.,  King  of  France,  we.  Celoron,  commandant  of  a  detachment 
sent  by  Monsieur  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissonierc,  General  Com- 
mandant of  New  France,  to  reestablish  tranquillity  in  certain 
savage  villages  of  these  districts,  have  buried  this  plate  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Tchadakoin,  this  29th  of  July,  near 
the  River  Oyo.  otherwise  Belle  Riviere.  This  we  do  as  a  monu- 
ment of  the  renewal  of  possession  which  we  have  taken  of  the 
said  River  Oyo,  and  of  all  the  rivers  which  discharge  into  it, 
and  of  all  the  lands  on  both  sides  as  far  as  the  sources  of  the 
said  rivers,  even  as  they  have  been  possessed,  or  ought  to  have 
been  possessed  by  the  ])reccding  Kings  of  France,  and  as  they 
have  maintained  their  authority  therein  by  arms  and  by  treaties, 
especially  by  those  of  Riswick.  of  Utrecht,  and  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle."  A  proces-verbal,  of  similar  tenor,  was  also  drawn  up, 
and  signed  by  llic  officers  present,  at  each  place  thus  indicated. 

9.  The  second  plate  was  buried  at  or  near  a  large  boulder, 
inscribed  by  the  Indians  with  numerous  hieroglyphics ;  it  Avas 
situated  about  9  miles  (by  the  windings  of  the  river)  below  the 
mouth  of  the  stream  called  by  the  French  of  that  time  Riviere 
aux  Boeufs  ( b\-  the  English,  Venango),  and  now  known  as 
French   Creek.       A    \ic'w   of   this   rock   and   a    facsimile   of  the 
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hieroglyphics  thereon  are  given  in  Schoolcraft's  Ind.  Tribes,  vol. 
iv.,  p.  172  and  plate  18. 

10.  "Attigue  (Atigue,  Attique)  was  probably  on  or  near 
the  Kiskiminitas  river,  which  falls  into  the  south  side  of  the 
Alleghany  about  twenty-five  miles  above  Pittsburgh."  The  old 
village  of  Chaouanons  (Shawnees)  "had  not  been  occupied  by 
the  Indians  since  the  removal  of  Chartier  and  his  band  to  the 
river  Vermillion  in  the  VV^abash  country  in  1745,  by  order  of  the 
Marquis  De  Beauharnois."  —  See  Marshall's  "Ccloron's  Expedi- 
tion/' p.  142. 

Parkman  {Montcalm  and  IVolfc,  vol.  I.,  p.  45)  says  that 
Attigue  was  at  the  site  of  Kittanning,  Pa.  This  view  is  strongly 
supported  by  Lambing  (Cath.  Hist.  Researches,  Jan..  1886,  pp. 
105-107,  note  6). 

11.  These  trees  are  thus  identified  by  Professor  L.  S. 
Cheney,  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin :  The  "bean-tree"  is  the 
honey  locust  (Gleditschia)  ;  the  "cotton-tree"  is  the  American 
sycamore  (Platanus  occidentalis)  ;  and  the  "lentil-tree,"  the  red- 
bud  or  Judas-tree  (Cercis  Canadensis).  Gosselin  ("Bonne- 
camps,"  in  Canad.  Roy.  Soc.  Proc,  1895,  p.  49)  thinks  that  the 
first-named  is  Robinia  pseudacacia,  a  tree  belonging  to  an  allied 
genus. 

12.  The  Chiningue  of  Bonnecamps  (Shenango,  in  English 
accounts)  was  later  known  as  Logstown.  It  stood  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Ohio  River,  immediately  below  the  present  town  of 
Economy,  Pa.  (a  German  communistic  settlement  established  in 
1824  by  George  Rapp).  In  notes  to  his  edition  of  Gist's  Journals 
(Pittsburg,  1893),  Darlington  says:  "The  Shawanese  established 
themselves  here,  probably  soon  after  their  migration  from  the 
Upper  Potomac  country  and  Eastern  Pennsylvania,  in  1727-30." 
Celoron  found  there  also  Iroquois,  Mohican,  and  Algonkin 
savages.  French  and  English  traders,  in  succession,  had  stores 
at  Logstown,  which  v/as  then  an  important  post  in  the  Indian 
trade ;  but,  after  the  capture  of  Fort  du  Ouesne  and  the  erection 
of  Fort  Pitt  (1758),  Logstown  steadily  diminished,  until,  early 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  it  was  wholly  deserted,  —  except  that 
Wayne's  army  encamped  near  its  site,  from  November,  1792  to 
April  30,  1793  ;  the  place  was  then  called  Legionville.  —  See  Dar- 
lington's careful  sketch  of  its  history  (ut  supra,  pp.  95-100).  A 
note  by  Parkman  on  this  MS.  says:  "There  appear  to  have 
been,  at  different  timies,  three  distinct  villages  of  Shenango, — 
one  at  the  junction  of  the  Chatauqua  and  the  Alleghany  (Mit- 
chell's Map),  the  one  mentioned  above,  some  way  below,  and  the 
third  some  way  up  the  Big  Beaver,  near  Kuskuski,  the  Kaskaske 
of  this  journal  (Bouquet  map)." 
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13.  The  ri\er>  wlicrc  Celorou  buried  his  next  three  plates 
are  thus  id.^ntifieil :  Kanonouaora  ( Kanououara.  in  Marshall), 
probably  Wheeling  Creek,  in  West  \  irginia;  Jenanguekona  (or 
Yenanguakonan),  the  Muskingum  River,  in  ()hio;  and  Chino- 
daichtia  ( Chinondaista),  the  Great  Kanawha,  of  \'irginia.  The 
plates  at  the  two  latter  rivers  were  found,  in  I7<;.S  and  1846 
respectively:  ihe  former  has  been  preserved  by  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  the  latter  by  the  \'irginia  Historical  Society. 

14.  Reference  is  here  made  to  one  of  the  Niverville  branch 
of  the  noted  Boucher  family.  Jean  Baptiste  Boucher,  sieur  de 
Niverville,  and  seigneur  of  Chambly.  was  born  in  1673.  In  1710, 
he  married  Marguerite  Therese  Ilertel,  by  whom  he  had  fourteen 
children.  Two  of  these  became  officers  in  the  Canadian  troops  — 
Joseph  (born  1715).  and  Pierre  Louis  (born  1722).  It  is  prob- 
ably the  former  who  accompanied  Celoron  ;  he  was  then  an  en- 
sign, and  became  a  lieutenant  in  1756.  He  accompanied  Le 
Garden r  de  St.  Pierre's  expedition  to  the  Rocky  Mountain  region 
(1750-52)  ;  but  his  serious  illness  in  1751  prevented  him  from 
going  with  the  soldiers  under  his  command  who  in  that  summer 
established  Fort  La  Jonquiere.  far  up  the  Saskatchewan.  Suite 
says  {Canad.  Fran.,  t.  vii.,  p.  84)  that  this  fort  was  at  the  site 
of  the  present  Calgary.  N.  ^X'.  T. 

15.  Jacques  Charles  de  Sabrevois  de  Bleury,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  royal  troo|DS,  came  to  Canada  probably  about  1685;  He  was 
commandant  at  Detroit  in  1714-17.  In  1695.  he  married  Jeanne 
Boucher,  by  whom  he  had  five  children.  At  least  two  of  his 
sons  became  Canadian  officers ;  at  the  time  of  the  conquest,  one 
was  a  major,  the  other  a  captain.  One  of  them  was  a  com- 
mandant at  Fort  St.  Frederic  in  1748  and  in  1756;  and  it  is  pre- 
sumably this  one  who  also  was  in  command  of  the  Abenaki 
allies  of  the  French  at  the  capture  of  Fort  William  Henry. 
Jacques  Charles,  apparently  the  eldest  son,  was  in  command  at 
Detroit  during  173J.-38.  and  again  in  1749:  probably  it  was  he 
who  accomjxanied  Celoron.  We  have  not  sufficient  data  for 
further  identification  of  these  brothers  and  their  respective 
careers. 

16.  .Sinhioto  is  the  same  as  Scioto ;  another  name  applied 
to  the  village  by  the  French  was  .St.  Yotoc  —  apparently  a  cor- 
ruption of  the  other  name.  Most  of  its  inhabitants  were  Shaw- 
nees,  although  many  Iroquois  and  Northern  Algonkins  had  joined 
them,  as  at  Logs^own. 

The  Great  Miami  River  was  called  by  the  French  Riviere  a 
la  Roche  ("Rocky  River"),  on  account  of  its  numerous  rapids. 
Riviere  Blanche  is  a  name  applied  by  them  to  several  streams 
which  had  unusually  clear  waters ;  m  this  case,  the  distances 
would  suggest  that  reference  is  made  to  the  Little  ]\Tiami.     Dunn 
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{Indiana,  p.  65,  note  i)  thinks  that  it  was  the  stream  now  called 
White  Oak  Creek.  Celoron  buried  the  last  of  his  plates  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Great  Miami. 

17.  Kaskaske  ( Kushkushkee,  Kuskuskis)  :  a  Delaware 
town  -  on  Beaver  Creek,  according  to  Parkman ;  but  more 
exactly  located  by  Darlington  (Gist's  Journals,  p.  loi)  thus: 
"On  the  Mahoning,  six  miles  above  the  forks  of  Beaver,  where 
Edenburgh,  Lawrence  County,  now  stands.  Old  Kuskuskis  stood 
on  the  Shenango,  between  the  Forks  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Neshannock  (where  New  Castle  now  stands),  on  the  wide  bot- 
tom on  the  west  side.  Kuskuskis  was  divided  into  four  towns, 
some  distance  apart."' 

18.  At  the  time  of  Celoron's  expedition,  a  band  of  Miamis 
had  recently  settled  on  the  Great  Miami,  near  the  mouth  of 
Loramie  Creek.  At  their  head  was  the  leading  chief  of  the 
Miami  confederacy,  known  to  the  French  as  "La  Demoiselle," 
and  to  the  English  (whose  firm  friend  he  was)  as  "Old  Britain." 
Celoron  urged  these  savages  to  return  to  their  old  settlements  on 
the  Maumee,  but  La  Demoiselle  refused  to  do  so,  and  induced 
so  many  of  his  tribesmen  to  settle  in  his  village  (called  by  the 
English  Pickawillany)  that  it  became  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  important  Indian  towns  in  the  West;  it  was  also  a  center 
of  English  trade  and  influence.  In  June,  1752,  it  was  attacked 
by  a  strong  force  of  Ottawas  from  the  Upper  Lakes,  under  the 
command  of  Charles  Langlade  ;  they  captured  the  village,  killed 
and  ate  La  Demoiselle,  and  made  prisoners  of  five  English 
traders,  who  were  taken  by  Langlade  to  Quebec.  —  See  Park- 
man's  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  vol.  i.,  pp.  51,  52,  83-85;  and 
Darlington's  Gist's  Journals,  pp.  124-126.  For  biography  of 
Langlade,  see  Tasse's  "Memoir  of  Langlade,"  in  Wis.  Hist. 
Colls.,  vol.  vdi.,  pp.  123-187. 

19.  Preference  is  here  made  to  the  salt  springs  and  "lick" 
in  Boone  county,  Ky.,  about  twelve  miles  south  of  Burlington. 
The  place  is  called  "Big  Bone  Lick,"  from  the  bones  of  mas- 
todons and  elephants  which  have  been  found  there  in  great  abun- 
dance. Various  collections  of  these  fossil  remains  have  been 
made  —  one  by  Thomas  Jefferson,  about  1805;  he  divided  it  be- 
tween the  American  Philosophical  Society  (of  which  he  was 
president)  and  the  French  naturalist  Cuvier.  This  locality  was 
known  to  the  whites  as  early  as  1729.  Salt  was  made  at  these 
springs  by  the  Indians,  doubtless  from  a  very  early  period,  and 
afterward  by  the  whites.  —  See  Collin's  History  of  Kentucky 
(Covington,  Ky.,  1874).  vol.  ii.,  pp.  51-55;  and  Thwaites's  Afloat 
on  the  Ohio,  p.  197.  The  latter  work  contains  (pp.  320-328)  a 
list  of  journals  of  travel  down  the  Ohio,  dating  from  1750  to 
1876. 
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The  "fort  of  the  Miamis"  was  located  at  Kekionga  (or  Kis- 
kakon),  on  the  Maumcc  River,  at  the  site  of  the  present  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.  The  Inchan  name  is  that  of  an  Ottawa  clan  ( Kis- 
kakons  —  see  vol.  xxxiii.,  note  6),*  who  probahly  had  a  village 
there,  early  in  the  i8th  century.  The  Alianiis  had  moved  east- 
ward to  the  Maumee  by  1712;  and  Fort  Miamis  was  early 
erected  by  the  French,  in  order  to  protect  their  trade  with  the 
savages  of  that  region.  As  a  result  of  a  conspiracy  among 
these  Indians  against  the  French.  Fort  Miamis  was  captured  by 
them  and  burned  (1747);  but  it  was  soon  afterward  rebuilt. 
This  post  was  surrendered  to  the  English  in  1760;  after  various 
vicissitudes  of  possession.  Gen.  Anthony  \\'ayne's  army  en- 
camped there  (T794),  and  a  strongly-garrisoned  fort  was  estab- 
lished —  named,  in  honor  of  him.  Fort  Wayne. 

20.  The  Ottawa  and  Huron  bands  here  referred  to  had 
come  to  Detroit  with  Cadillac  in  1701.  The  latter  tribe  had  at 
first  settled  near  Fort  Pontchartrain  ;  but  removed  their  village 
(probably  about  1746)  to  the  Canadian  side  of  the  strait,  near 
the  CJttawa  village,  ,where  now  stands  the  town  of  Sandwich, 
Out.  La  Riclwirdie  h;id  since  1728  ministered  to  these  and  other 
Hurons  settled  in  that  region.  A  band  of  these  savages,  under  a 
war-chief  named  Nicolas,  had  settled  ( ca.  1740?)  at  Sandusky 
Bay,  where  they  soon  established  commerce  and  friendship  with 
English  traders.  Nicolas  w^as  the  head  of  the  conspiracy  against 
the  French,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  note ;  after  its  failure,  he 
abandoned  Sandusky,  and  in  1748  removed  to  the  Ohio  River 
He  wa?;  no  longer  living  in   1751. 

*Jcsttit  h'clations. 


ORSAMUS  HOLMES  MARSHALL 


The  following  sketch,  with  slight  changes,  is  taken  from  Appleton's 
Cyclopedia  of  American  Biography: 

"Orsamus  Holmes  Marshall  was  born  in  Franklin,  Connecticut,  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1813,  and  died  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  July  9,  1884.  His  father, 
Dr.  John  E.  Marshall,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Buffalo.  When 
the  British  burned  that  town  in  the  war  of  18r2-'13  Dr.  Marshall  sent  his 
wife  to  their  former  home  in  Connecticut,  and  there  the  son  was  born. 
When  he  was  two  years  old  his  parents  returned  to  Buffalo,  where  he 
passed  his  life.  He  was  graduated  at  Union  college  in  1831,  read  law  in 
Buffalo,  and  attended  lectures  at  Yale,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in 
1834.  He  was  a  well-known  memher  of  the  Buffalo  bar  till  his  relinquish- 
ment of  practice  in  1867.  Mr.  Marshall  gained  a  wide  reputation  as 
the  historian  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  western  New  York.  He  was 
personally  acquainted  with  Red  Jacket  and  other  chiefs,  and  received  from 
them  much  of  the  data  for  his  works.  Mr.  Marshall  held  no  public  office 
except  that  of  U.  S.  commissioner  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York. 
He  was  for  some  time  chancellor  of  the  University  of  Bufifalo.  Among 
his  more  important  papers  are  'Champlain's  Expedition  in  1613-'15  against 
the  Onondagas' ;  'The  Expedition  of  the  Marquis  de  Nonville  in  1689 
against  the  Senecas' ;  'The  Expedition  of  De  Celoron  to  the  Ohio  in  1749'; 
'La  Salle's  First  Visit  to  the  Senecas  in  1699'  (privately  printed,  1874)  ; 
'Historical  Sketches  of  the  Niagara  Frontier',  read  before  the  Buffalo 
historical  society;  'The  History  of  the  New  York  Charter,  1664-1674.' 
These  sketches,  since  his  death,  have  been  collected  and  published  in  book- 
form  by  his  son,  Charles  D.  Marshall,  with  an  introduction  by  William 
L.  Stone  (Albany,  1887)." 

Mr.  Marshall  was  very  active  in  the  organization  of  the  Buffalo 
Historical  Society  which  he  served  as  President.  In  the  Adagaciue  of 
American  History,  Vol.  12,  pages  348-353,  is  a  tribute  to  him  by  his 
friend,  William  L.   Stone. 
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DECELORON'S  EXPEDITION  TO  THE  OHIO  IN  1749.* 

BY    O.    H.     MARSHALL 

Tlie  extensive  territory  lying  between  the  Ohio  River  and 
Lake  Erie  has  been  the  theatre  of  many  remarkable  historical 
"changes.  Its  earliest  inhabitants  left  no  record  of  their  origin 
or  history,  save  in  the  numerous  tumuli  which  are  scattered  over 
its  surface,  bearing  trees  of  the  largest  growth,  not  distinguish- 
able from  the  adjacent  forest.  Measured  by  the  extent  and 
character  of  those  vast  structures,  tlie  race  that  built  them  must 
have  been  intelligent  and  populous.  When  and  how  they  dis- 
appeared we  know  not.  Whether  they  were  directly  succeeded 
by  the  pre^-eni  race  of  Indians,  or  by  an  intermediate  people,  are 
questions  to  which  history  gives  no  answer.  When  LaSalle  dis- 
covered the  Ohio  he  found  it  in  the  occupation  of  the  red  man, 
who  claimed  possession  and  ownership  over  the  territory  com- 
prised within  the  limits  of  Western  Pennsylvania.  Ohio  and  In- 
diana, until  the  close  of  the  last  century.  His  villages  were  on 
every  stream,  and  his  hunting  grounds  embraced  every  hill  and 
valley. 

Tlie  attractions  of  the  fur  trade  stimulated  eastern  adven- 
turers to  penetrate,  from  time  to  time,  the  forest  recesses  of  the 
west,  and  glov/ing  descriptions  were  reported  of  the  fertile  soil, 
minerpl  werdth  and  the  abundance  of  the  fur-bearing  animals. 
It  was  not  until  England  and  France,  the  two  great  rival  powers 
of  Europe,  became  impressed  with  the  prospective  growth  and 
value  of  the  territory,  and  each  prepared  to  grasp  the  coveted 
prize,  that  the  native  owners  of  the  soil  began  to  take  serious 
alarm.  On  the  one  side,  England  claimed  to  the  northern  lakes, 
while  France  asserted  ownership  not  only  as  far  south  as  the 
Ohio,  but  over  all  the  lands  drained  by  its  extensive  tributaries. 

The  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  to  which  both  of  those  powers 
were  ])arties,  while  it   terminated  a  long  and  sanguinary  war  in 


*  Republislied  from  The  Magazine  of  American  History  vol.  2,  pages 
130-150. 
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Europe,  left  many  subjects  of  controversy  still  unsettled.  Among 
them  were  the  boundaries  between  the  French  and  English  in 
America.  At  the  conclusion  (130)*  of  that  treaty  England  lost 
no  time  in  initiating  measures  for  the  occupation  and  coloniza- 
tion of  the  disputed  territory,  and  encouraged  the  formation  of 
the  Ohio  Company  as  one  of  the  eflicient  means  for  accomplish- 
ing that  purpose.  Half  a  million  of  acres  were  granted  by  the 
Crown  to  that  association,  to  be  selected  mainly  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Ohio,  between  the  Monongahela  and  Kanawha  rivers. 
This  was  coupled  with  the  condition  that  settlements,  protected 
by  suitable  forts,  should  be  established  on  the  grant.  The  French 
were  equally  alive  on  the  subject,  and  the  demonstrations  of  the 
English  aroused  the  attention  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere, 
a  man  of  eminent  ability  and  fore-thought,  who  was  then  Gov- 
ernor of  Canada.  In  order  to  counteract  the  designs  of  the 
English,  he  dispatched  Captain  Bienville  de  Celoron,^  a  chevalier 
of  the  order  of  St.  Louis  in  command  of  a  detachment,  composed 
of  eight  subaltern  officers,  six  cadets,  an  armorer,  twenty  soldiers, 
one  hundred  and  eighty  Canadians,  thirty  Iroquois  and  twenty- 
five  Abenakis,  with  orders  to  descend  the  Ohio  and  take  pos- 
session of  the  country  in  the  name  of  the  King.  The  principal 
ofiicers  under  him,  were  de  Contrecoeur,  who  had  been  in  com- 
mand of  Fort  Niagara,  and  Coulon  de  Villiers,  one  of  seven 
brothers,  six  of  whom  lost  their  lives  in  the  Canadian  wars.  Con- 
trecoeur was  subsequently  in  command  of  Fort  du  Quesne,  at 
or  immediately  after  the  defeat  of  i^raddock. 

The  present  article  is  designed  to  give  an  account  of  that 
expedition,  to  trace  its  route  and  to  identify  as  far  as  possible 
the  geographical  points  which  it  visited.  Only  brief  notices  of 
the  undertaking  have  heretofore  been  given  to  the  public.  The 
discover}^  of  some  of  the  leaden  plates,  buried  by  its  officers  on 
the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  have  from  time  to  time  av/akened  public 
interest  and  curiosity,  which  the  meagre  accounts  already  pub- 
lished have  failed  to  satisfy.  While  recently  examining  the 
archives  of  the  Department  de  la  Marine  in  Paris,  the  writer  met 
with  the  original  manuscript  journal  kept  by  de  Celoron  during 


*  Bold  face  numerals  in  parentheses  indicate  pages  in  The  Magazine 
of  American  History,  vol.  2. 
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his  entire  voyage.  He  also  found  in  llie  Grandes  Archives  of 
the  Depot  de  la  Marine.  No.  17  rue  de  I'Universite,  a  manuscript 
diary  of  Father  Bonnecamps.  who  styles  himself  "J<-'''"itte  Mathe- 
maticien,"  and  who  seems  to  have  been  the  Chaplain,  as  well  as 
a  kind  of  sailing  master  of  the  expedition,  keeping  a  daily  record 
of  the  courses  and  distances  they  traveled,  the  latitudes  and  longi- 
tudes of  the  principal  geographical  points,  with  occasional  brief 
notes  of  the  most  important  occurrences.  In  another  depart- 
ment, called  the  ]->ibliotheque  du  depot  de  la  Marine,  there  was 
found  a  large  Ms.  Map,  31,^2  by  2)4/^2  inches  square,  representing 
the  country  through  which  the  expcvlition  passed,  including  the 
St.  Lawrence  (131)  westward  of  Montreal,  Lakes  Erie  and  On- 
tario, the  territory  south  of  those  lakes  as  far  as  the  Ohio,  and  the 
whole  course  of  that  river  from  the  source  of  the  Allegheny  to 
the  mouth  of  the  great  Miami.  This  map  forms  an  important 
illustration  of  the  expedition.  On  it  are  delineated  by  appropri- 
ate characters  the  [)oints  where  leaden  plates  were  deposited, 
where  the  latitudes  and  longitudes  were  observed,  and  the  locali- 
ties of  the  Indian  villages  visited  on  the  route. 

The  journals  of  de  Celoron  and  Father  Bonnecamps  and 
the  map  of  the  latter,  have  furnished  the  ground-work  of  the 
narrative.  Explanatory  and  historical  notes,  drawn  from  other 
sources,  have  occasionally  been  added. 

The  first  of  the  leaden  plates  was  brought  to  the  attention 
of  the  public  in  a  letter  addressed  by  Governor  George  Clinton 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  London,  dated  New  York,  December 
19,  1750,  in  which  he  states  that  he  "would  send  to  their  Lord- 
ships in  two  or  three  weeks  a  jilate  of  lead,  full  of  writing,  which 
some  of  the  upper  nations  of  the  Indians  stole  from  Jean  Coeur.- 
the  French  interpreter  at  Niagara,  on  his  way  to  the  river  Ohio, 
which  river,  and  all  the  lands  thereabouts,  the  French  claimed, 
as  will  appear  by  said  writing."  He  further  states  "that  the 
lead  plate  gave  the  Indians  so  much  uneasiness  that  they  imme- 
diately dispatched  some  of  the  Cayuga  chiefs  to  him  with  it, 
saying  that  their  onlv  reliance  was  on  him.  and  earnestly  begged 
he  would  commtmicate  the  contents  thereof  to  them,  wliich  he 
had  done,  much  to  their  satisfacHon  and  the  interests  of  the 
English."      The  Governor  concludes  by  saying  that  "the  contents 
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of  the  plate  may  be  of  great  importance  in  clearing  up  the  en- 
croachments which  the  French  have  made  on  the  British  Empire 
in  America."^  The  plate  was  delivered  to  Colonel,  afterwards 
Sir,  William  Johnson,  on  the  4th  of  December,  1750,  at  his  resi- 
dence on  the  Mohawk  by  a  Cayuga  sachem,  who  accompanied  it 
by  the  following  speech : 

"Brother  Corlear  and  War-ragh-i-ya-ghey  :*  I  am  sent 
here  by  the  Five  Nations  with  a  piece  of  writing,  which  the 
Senecas,  our  brethren,  got  by  some  artifice  from  Jean  Coeur, 
earnestly  beseecliing  you  will  let  us  know  what  it  means,  and 
we  will  put  our  confidence  in  you,  our  brother;  we  hope  you 
will  explain  it  ingeniously  to  us." 

Colonel  Johnson  replied  to  the  sachem,  and  through  him  to 
the  Five  Nations,  returning  a  belt  of  wampum,  and  explaining 
the  inscription  on  the  plate.  He  told  them  that  "it  was  a  matter 
of  the  greatest  consequence,  involving  the  possession  of  their 
lands  and  hunting-grounds  and  that  Jean  Coeur  and  the  French 
ought  immediately  to  be  expelled  from  the  Ohio  and  Niagara." 
In  reply,  the  sachem  said  that  "he  had  heard  with  great  atten- 
tion (132)  and  surprise  the  substance  of  the  'Devilish  writing' 
he  had  brought,"  and  that  Colonel  Johnson's  remarks  "were  fully 
approved."  He  promised  that  belts  from  each  of  the  Five 
Nations  should  be  sent  from  the  Seneca's  castle  to  the  Indians 
at  the  Ohio,  to  warn  and  strengthen  them  against  the  French 
encroachments  in  that  direction. 

The  following  is  a  literal  copy  of  the  inscription  in  question. 
It  was  sent  by  Governor  Clinton  to  the  Lords  of  Trade  on  the 
17th  of  January,  1751 : 

"L'AN  1749  DV  REGNE  DE  LOVIS  XV  ROY  DE 
FRANCE,  NOVS  CELORON,  COMMANDANT  D'VN  DE- 
TACHEMENT  ENVOIE  PAR  MONSIEVR  LE  MIS.  DE  LA 
GALISSONIERE,  COMMANDANT  GENERAL  DE  LA 
NOUVELLE  FRANCE  POVR  RETABLIR  LA  TRAN 
QUILLITE  DANS  QUELQUES  VILLAGES  SAUVAGES 
DE  CES  CANTONS,  AVO^^S  ENTERRE  CETTE  PLAQUE 
AU  CONFLUENT  DE  L'OHIO  FT  DE  TCHADAKOIN  CE 
29  JVILLET.  PRES  DE  LA  RIVIERE  OYO  AUTREMENT 
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BELLE  RIVIERE,  POUR  MONUMENT  DU  RENOUVEL- 
LEMENT   DE   POSSESSION   QUE   NOUS   AVONS   PRIS 
DE  LA  DITTE  RI\IERE  OYO,  ET  DE  TOUTES  CELLES 
QUI    V    TOMBENT.   et   de   TOUTES    LES    TERRES    DES 
DEUX    COTES   JVSQVE   AVX   SOURCES    DES    DITTES 
RIVIERES  AINSI  QV'EN  ONT  JOVY  OU  DV  JOVIR  LES 
PRECEDENTS  ROIS  DE  FRANCE,  ET  QUTLS  S'Y  SON? 
MAINTF.NVS   PAR  LES  ARMES   ET   PAR  LES  TRAIT 
TES.     SPECIALEMENT     I'AR    CEVX     DE     RISWICK 
DATRECHT  ET  DAIX  LA  CH.\FELLE." 

TIk'  alxnc  is  certit'ied  lo  ])v  "a  true  copy'"  by  "Peter  De  Jon 
court,  interpreter.'' 

TRANSLATION. 

'in  the  year  ijic),  of  the  reign  of  Louis  the  I5tli,  King  of 
France,  we  Celoron.  commander  of  a  detachment  sent  bv 
Monsieur  the  Marquis  do  la  C-ahssoniere,  Governor  General  of 
New  France,  to  reestablish  tranquility  in  some  Indian  villages  of 
these  cantons,  have  buried  this  Plate  of  Lead  at  the  confluence 
of  the  Ohio  and  the  Chatauqua,  this  29th  day  of  July,  near  the 
river  Ohio,  otherwise  Belle  Riviere,  as  a  monument  of  the  re- 
newal of  the  possession  we  have  taken  of  the  said  river  Ohio 
and  of  all  those  which  empty  into  it.  and  of  all  the  lands  or 
both  sides  as  far  as  the  sources  of  the  said  rivers,  as  enjoyed 
or  ought  to  have  been  enjoyed  by  the  kings  of  France  preceding 
jmd  as  they  ha\e  there  maintained  themselves  bv  arms  and  h\ 
treaties,  especially  those  of  R}-swick.  L'trecht  and  Aix  Ir 
Chapelle." 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1751.  Governor  Clinton  sent  a  cop} 
of  the  above  inscription  to  Governor  Hamilton  of  Pennsylvania 
informini^^  him  that  it  was  "taken  from  a  plate  stolen  from  Jon 
caire  some  months  since  in  the  Seneca  country  as  he  was  going 
to  the  river  C^hio.""' 

Tlu'  ex])ediiion  was  provided  w  iili  a  number  of  leaden  jilates 
about  eleven  inches  long,  seven  and  a  half  inches  wide  and  ont 
eighth  of  an  (133)  inch  thick,  on  each  of  which  an  inscription  ir 
French,  similar  to  the  one  above  given,  was  engraved  or  stampec 
in  capital  letters,  with  blanks  left  for  the  insertion  of  the  name 
of  the  rivers,  at  the  confluence  of  which  with  the  Ohio  the' 
should  be  deposited,  and  the  dates  of  their  deposit.      The  name 
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of  the  artist,  Paul  de  Brosse,  was  engraved  on  the  reverse  of 
each.  Thus  provided,  the  expedition  left  La  Chine  on  the  15th 
of  June,  1749,  and  ascended  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Fort  Frontenac. 
From  thence,  coasting  along  the  eastern  and  southern  shore  of 
Lake  Ontario,  they  arrived  at  Fort  Niagara  on  the  6th  of  July. 
They  reached  the  portage  at  Lewisston  on  the  7th,  and  ascended 
the  Niagara  into  Lake  Erie.  On  the  14th,  after  advancing  a 
few  miles  up  the  lake,  they  were  compelled  by  a  strong  wind 
to  encamp  on  the  south  shore.  They  embarked  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  15th,  hoping  to  reach  the  portage  of  "Chatakouin" 
the  same  day,  but  an  adverse  wind  again  forced  them  to  land. 

The  southern  shore  of  the  lake  at  this  point  is  described  as 
"extremely  shallow,  with  no  shelter  from  the  force  of  the  winds, 
involving  great  risk  of  shipw^reck  in  landing,  which  is  increased 
by  large  rocks,  extending  more  than  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
from  the  shore."  Celorcn's  canoe  struck  on  one,  and  he  would 
inevitably  have  been  drowned,  with  all  on  board,  had  not  prompt 
assistance  been  rendered.  On  the  i6th  at  noon  they  arrived  at 
the  Chatakouin  portage.  This  was  an  open  roadstead,  where 
the  United  States  Government  many  years  ago  attempted  un- 
successfully to  construct  a  safe  harbor.  It  is  now  known  as 
Barcelona  or  Portland.  As  soon  as  all  preparations  were  made 
for  the  overland  passage,  and  the  canoes  all  loaded.  Mm.  de 
Villiers  and  le  Borgue  were  dispatched  with  fifty  men  to  clear 
the  way,  while  Celoron  examined  the  situation  of  the  place,  in 
order  to  ascertain  its  fitness  for  the  establishment  of  a  post.  He 
says :  'T  found  it  ill-adapted  for  such  a  purpose,  as  well  from 
its  position  as  from  its  relation  to  the  navigation  of  the  lake. 
The  water  is  so  shallow  that  barks  standing  in  cannot  approach 
wnthin  a  league  of  the  portage.  There  being  no  island  or  harbor 
to  which  they  could  resort  for  shelter,  they  would  be  under  the 
necessity  of  riding  at  anchor  and  discharging  their  loading  by 
batteaux.  The  frequency  of  squalls  would  render  it  a  place  of 
danger.  Besides,  there  are  no  Indian  villages  in  the  vicinity. 
In  fact,  they  are  quite  distant,  none  being  nearer  than  Ganaougon 
and  Paille  Coupee.  In  the  evening  Messrs.  de  Villiers  and  le 
Borgue  returned  to  lodge  at  the  camp,  having  cleared  the  way 
for  about   three-quarters   of   a   league."      Up   to   this   time,   the 
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usual  routes  of  the  French  t(j  the  Mississippi  f  134 )  had  been 
by  the  way  of  Detroit,  Green  Bay,  the  Wisconsin,  Lake  Michigan 
and  the  IlHnois  River.  They  had  five  villages  on  the  Mississippi, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois,  as  early  as  1749. 

"On  the  17th,"  continues  the  Journal,  "at  break  of  dav,  we 
began  the  portage,  the  i)rosecution  of  which  was  vigorously  main- 
tained. All  the  canoes,  provisions,  munitions  of  war,  and  mer- 
chandise intended  as  presents  to  the  Indians  bordering  on  the 
Ohio,  were  carried  over  the  three-quarters  of  a  league  which 
had  been  rendered  passable  the  day  previous.  The  route  was 
exceedingly  difficult,  owing  to  the  numerous  hills  and  mountains 
Avhich  we  encountered.  .Ml  ni}-  men  were  very  much  fatigued. 
We  established  a  strong  guard,  which  was  continued  during  the 
■entire  campaign,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  security,  but  for 
leaching  the  Canadians  a  discipline  which  they  greatly  needed. 
We  continued  our  advance  on  the  14th.  but  bad  weather  pre- 
Aentetl  our  making  as  much  progress  as  on  the  preceding  day. 
T  consoled  myself  for  the  delay,  as  it  was  caused  by  a  rain  which 
I  greatly  desired,  as  it  would  raise  tiie  water  in  the  river  suffi- 
cient to  float  our  loaded  canoes.  On  the  19th,  the  rain  having 
ceased,  we  accomplished  half  a  league.  On  the  20th  and  21st 
we  continued  our  route  with  great  diligence,  and  arrived  at  the 
end  of  the  portage  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Chatacoin  on  the  22d. 
The  whole  distance  may  be  estimated  at  four  leagues.  Here  I 
repaired  mv  canoes  and  recruited  my  men." 

It  is  a  little  over  eight  miles  in  a  direct  line  from  the  mouth 
of  Chautauqua  Creek  on  Lake  Erie  to  the  head  of  Chautauqua 
Lake.  The  route  taken  by  the  expedition  would  of  course  be 
more,  and  i)robably  equal  to  the  four  leagues,  or  ten  miles,  stated 
by  Celoron.  The  difficulties  they  encountered  must  have  been 
exceedingly  formidable.  Chautauqua  Lake  is  726  feet  above 
Lake  Erie,  and  in  order  to  reach  the  water-shed  between  the 
two  lakes,  an  ascent  of  at  least  one  thousand  feet  had  to  be 
overcome.  Although  at  that  early  day.  when  the  forests  were 
vet  undisturbed,  the  Chautaucjua  Creek  flowed  with  fuller  banks 
than  now.  yet  even  then  but  little  use  could  be  made  of  it  by 
loaded  canoes,  except  near  its  mouth.  The  portage  could  only 
be  accomplished  for  the  greater  part  of  the  way  by  carrying  the 
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canoes,  baggage,  provisions  and  supplies  on  the  shoulders  of  the 
men  up  the  steep  mountain  sides  to  the  summit,  from  which  the 
waters  flowed  southward  into  Chautauqua  Lake.  Looking  back 
from  this  elevation,  a  magnificent  panorama  must  have  presented 
itself  to  Celoron  and  his  companions.  Lake  Erie  lay  at  their  feet, 
with  the  Canada  shore,  forty  miles  distant,  in  plain  sight,  while 
the  extremities  of  that  great  inland  sea,  extending  east  and  west 
were  lost  below  the  horizon. 

(135)  The  expedition  did  not  loiter  long  on  the  banks  of 
Chautauqua  Lake.  On  the  23d  they  launched  their  bark  flotilla 
on  its  clear,  cool  waters,  and  paddling  south-eastward  through  the 
lake,  passed  the  narrows  at  what  are  now  known  as  Long  and 
Bemus  Points.  The  shape  of  the  lake  is  quite  peculiar.  Its 
northwestern  and  southeastern  extremities,  which  are  nearly 
equal,  and  comprise  the  greater  part  of  the  lake,  are  connected 
by  two  short  irregular  straits,  between  which  nestles  a  small 
beautiful  bay.  The  singular  configuration  of  the  whole  gives 
plausibility  to  the  interpretation  of  the  Indian  name,  Chautauqau, 
which  is  said  to  signify  "a  sack  tied  in  the  middle." 

On  the  evennig  of  the  23d  of  July  the  expedition  encamped 
on  shore  within  three  miles  of  the  outlet:  The  lake  is  stated  by 
Celoron  to  be  "nine  leagues,"  or  about  twenty-twO'  miles  long.  The 
actual  length  is  less  than  sixteen.  Distances  are  almost  always 
overstated  by  the  early  French  voyageurs  in  America.  In  the  eve- 
ning a  party  of  Indians,  who  had  been  engaged  during  the  day 
in  fishing  in  the  lake,  reported  they  had  seen  the  enemy  watching 
them  from  the  adjacent  forest.  They  had  fled  as  soon  as  dis- 
covered. Early  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  the  expedition  en- 
tered the  outlet,  a  narrow  stream,  winding  through  a  deep 
morass,  bordered  by  a  tall  forest,  which,  over-arching  the  way, 
almost  shut  out  the  light  of  day.  The  water  being  found  quite 
low,  in  order  to  lighten  the  canoes,  they  sent  the  greater  part 
of  their  .loading  about  three-quarters  of  a  league  by  land,  over 
a  path  pointed  out  by  the  Sieur  de  Saussaye,  who  was  acquainted 
with  the  country.'^  The  distance  they  accomplished  this  day  by 
water  did  not  exceed  half  a  league.  It  probably  carried  them 
through  the  swamp  as  far  as  the  high  land  in  the  neighborhood 
of   the   present   village   of   Jamestown.       The   next    day,   before 
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resuming  their  niarcli.  Celeron  deemed  it  exjiedient  to  convene  a 
council  to  con><ider  what  should  be  done  in  view  of  the  evident 
signs  of  an  enemy  in  the  vicinity,  who  on  being  discovered  had 
abandoned  their  canoes  and  effects  and  tied,  carrying  the  alarm 
to  the  adjacent  village  of  Faille  Couj^ce.  The  council  decided  to 
dispatch  Lieutenant  Joncaire,  some  Abenakis  and  three  Iroquois, 
with  three  belts,  to  assure  the  fugitives  of  the  friendly  object 
of  the  expedition.  After  the  departure  of  the  embassy  the 
march  was  resumed  over  the  rai)ids,  with  which  the  outlet 
abounded. 

"We  proceeded,"  says  the  Journal,  "about  a  league  with 
great  difficulty.  In  many  places  I  was  obliged  to  assign  forty 
men  to  each  canoe  to  facilitate  their  passage.  On  the  26th  and 
27th  we  continued  our  voyage  not  without  many  ol)stacles ;  not- 
withstanding all  our  precautions  to  (136)  guard  our  canoes,  they 
often  sustained  great  injury  by  reason  of  the  shallow  water. 
On  the  29th  at  noon  I  entered  the  'la  Belle  Riviere.'  I  buried  a 
plate  of  lead  at  tlie  foot  of  a  red  oak  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
river  Oyo  (Ohio)  and  of  the  Chanougon,  not  far  from  the  vil- 
lage of  Kanaouagon,  in  latitude  42°  5'  23".^  It  is  unnecessary 
to  give  a  copy  of  the  inscription  on  the  above  plate,  as  it  is 
similar  to  the  one  which  was  sent  to  Governor  Clinton,  as  before 
related,  except  slight  variations  in  the  spelling,  accents  and  ar- 
rangement of  lines.  The  three  plates  which  thus  far  have  been 
discovered  present  the  same  differences.  The  places  aiid  dates 
of  deposit  are  coarsely  engraved,  evidently  with  a  knife.  In  the 
one  just  described  the  blanks  were  filled  with  the  words:  "Au- 
conflnoit  dc  rOhio  ct  Kanaamgon,  le  2q  Juillct.'' 

"At  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Kanaaiagon  the  29th 
of  July." 

The  river,  spelled  "Kanaaiagon"  on  the  plate.  "Chanougon" 
by  Celeron  in  his  Journal,  and  "Kananouangon,"  on  Bonne- 
camps'  map,  is  a  considerable  stream  that  rises  in  western  New 
York,  and  after  receiving  the  Chautauqua  outlet  as  a  tributary, 
empties  into  the  Alleghany  just  above  the  village  of  Warren. 
It  is  now  known  as  the  Conewango.  On  the  site  of  Warren,  at 
the  northwesterly  angle  of  the  two  rivers,  there  was.  at  the  time 
of    Celeron's   \isit,    an    Indian   village,    composed    principally   of 
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Senecas,  with  a  few  Loups,  bearing  the  name  of  Kanaouagon. 
It  was  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Conewango,  on  the  south  bank 
of  the  Alleghany,  that  the  leaden  plate  was  buried.  The  follow- 
ing is  Father  Bonnecamps'  entry  in  his  diary : 

"L'on  a  cntcrre  unc  lame  de  plomh,  avec  ime  hiscription,  sur 
la  hve  meridionalc  dc  ccttc  riviere,  ct  zns-a-z'is  le  confluent  des 
deiia'  rivieres." 

"We  buried  a  leaden  plate  bearing  an  inscription  on  the 
south  bank  of  this  river,  and  opposite  the  confluence  of  the  two 
rivers." 

The  place  of  deposit  is  a  little  differently  described  in  the 
proces  verbal  drawn  up  on  the  occasion : 

"All  pied  d'un  chene  rouge,  sur  la  rive  meridionale  de  la 
riviere  Ohio,  ef  zns-a-ins  la  pointe  d'une  ilette.  ou  se  joignent  les 
deux  rivieres  Ohio  et  Kanaougon." 

"At  the  foot  of  a  red  oak  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Ohio 
river,  and  opposite  the  point  of  a  small  island,  at  the  confluence 
of  the  two  rivers  Ohio  and  Kanaougon." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  inscription  on  the  plate  recites 
that  it  was  buried  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohio,  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  "Chanougon"   (Conewango). 

This  presents  a  discrepancy  between  the  inscriptions  as  given 
in  the  Journals  of  Celoron  and  Bonnecamps,  and  the  one  on  the 
plate  forwarded  by  Colonel  Johnson  to  Governor  Clinton  in  1751 
as  above  described.  (137)  The  latter  states  it  to  have  been 
buried  "at  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Tchadakoin."  The 
solution  of  the  difficulty  seems  to  be,  that  the  latter  plate  was 
never  buried  or  used,  but  was  abstracted  by  the  Iroquois  friendly 
to  the  English,  and  another  plate,  having  a  correct  inscription, 
was  substituted  by  the  French.  The  inscription  on  the  one  sent 
to  Governor  Clinton,  was  undoubtedly  prepared  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  Chautauqua  outlet  emptied  into  the  Ohio.  But 
when  that  outlet  was  found  to  be  a  tributary  of  the  Conewango, 
and  that  the  latter  emptied  into  the  Ohio,  a  corrected  plate,  con- 
taining the  name  of  the  Conewango  instead  of  the  Chautauqua, 
was  substituted  and  buried,  as  stated  in  Celeron's  journal.*  The 
latter  plate  has  never  been  found.  This  solution  is  strengthened 
by  the  fact  that  none  of  the  accounts  of  the  plate  sent  to  Gov- 
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ernor  Clinton  state  tiiat  it  had  been  buried,  or  had  been  chig  up. 
The  Cayuga  Sachem,  in  his  speech  quoted  in  Colonel  Johnson's 
letter  of  December  4th,  1750,  states  that  "the  Senecas  got  it  by 
some  artifice  from  Jean  Coeur." 

Governor  Clinton,  in  his  letter  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  states 
that  some  of  the  upper  nations,  which  include  the  Senecas,  "stole 
it  from  Jean  Coeur,  the  French  interpreter  at  Niagara,  on  his  way 
to  the  river  Ohio."  The  Ciovernor  slates  the  same  in  substance 
in  his  letter  to  Governor  Hamilton,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  theft 
must  therefore  have  occurred  wdiile  the  expedition  was  on  .its 
way  to  the  Ohio,  and  before  any  of  the  plates  were  buried.  The 
original  plate  was  probably  soon  after  carried  to  England  by 
Governor  Clinton.  The  names  "Chatacoin"  and  "Chatakouin," 
as  spelled  by  Celeron  in  his  journal,  and  "Tchadakoin,"  as  in- 
scribed on  the  plate,  and  "Tjadakoin,"  as  spelled  by  Bonne- 
camps  on  his  map,  are  all  variations  of  the  modern  name  Chau- 
taucjua.  It  will  be  found  differently  written  by  several  early 
authors.  Pouchot  writes  it  "Shatacoin ;"  Lewis  Evans.  175B, 
"Jadachque :"  Sir  William  Johnson,  "Jadaghque;"  Mitchell.  1/55, 
"Chadocoin ;"  Alden.  as  pronounced  by  Cornplanter,  "Chaud- 
dauk-wa."  It  is  a  Seneca  name,  and  in  the  orthography  of  tliat 
nation,  according  to  the  system  of  the  late  Reverend  Asher 
Wright,  long  a  missionary  among  them,  and  a  fluent  speaker  of 
their  language,  it  would  be  written  "Jah-dah-gwah,"  the  first  two 
vowels  being  long  and  the  last  short.  Dift'erent  significations 
have  been  ascribed  to  the  word.  It  is  said  to  mean  "The  place 
where  a  child  wa>^  swept  away  by  the  waves."  The  late  Dr. 
Peter  Wilson,  an  educated  Seneca,  and  a  graduate  of  Geneva 
Medical  College,  told  the  writer  that  it  signified  literally,  "where 
the  fish  was  taken  out." 

He  related  an  Indian  tradition  connected  with  its  origin. 
A  party  of  (138)  Senecas  were  returning  from  the  Ohio  to  Lake 
Erie.  While  paddliiig  through  Chautauqua  Lake,  one  of  them 
caughi  a  strange  fish  :\nd  tossed  it  into  his  canoe.  After  passing 
the  portage  into  Lake  Erie,  they  found  the  fish  still  alive,  and 
threw  it  in  the  w\ater.  From  that  time  the  new  species  became 
abundant  in  Lake  Eric,  vvhere  one  was  never  known  before. 
Hence,  they  called  the  place  where  it  was  caught.  Jah-dah-gwah. 
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the  elements  of  which  are  Ga-joh,  "fish,"  and  Ga-dah-gwali, 
"taken  out."  By  dropping  the  prefixes,  according  to  Seneca 
custom,  the  compound  name  "Jah-dah-gwah"  was  formed. 
Among  other  significations  which  have  been  assigned  to  the  word, 
but  without  any  authority,  may  be  mentioned  "The  elevated 
place,"  and  "The  foggy  place,"  in  allusion  probably,  to  the  situa- 
tion of  the  lake,  and  the  misls  which  prevail  on  its  surface  at 
certain  seasons. 

It  will  be  noticed  the  Alleghany  is  called  by  Celeron  the 
Ohio,  or  "La  Belle  Riviere."  This  is  in  accordance  with  the 
usage  of  all  early  French  writers  since  the  discovery  of  the  river 
by  LaSalle.  The  same  custom  prevailed  among  the  Senecas. 
They  have  always  considered  the  Alleghany  as  the  Ohio  proper. 
If  you  ask  a  Seneca  his  name  for  that  river,  he  will  answer  O-hee- 
yuh.  If  you  ask  him  its  meaning,  he  will  give  it  as  "Beautiful 
river." 

Mr.  Heckewelder,  the  Moravian  missionary,  supposing  the 
word  to  be  of  Delaware  origin,  endeavors  to  trace  its  etymology 
from  several  word?,  signifying  in  that  language,  "The  white 
foaming  river."  The  late  Judge  Hall  of  Cincinnati  adopted  the 
same  derivation.  Neither  of  them  seem  to  have  been  aware 
that  it  is  a  genuine  Seneca  word,  derived  from  that  nation  by  the 
French,  and  by  the  latter  written  "Ohio."  Its  pronunciation  by 
a  Frenchman  would  exactly  represent  the  word  as  spoken  by  a 
Seneca,  the  letter  "i"  being  sounded  like  "e."  The  name  "Ohio" 
was,  therefore,  correctly  inserted  on  the  plates  buried  on  the 
banks  of  the  Alleghany,  above  its  junction  with  the  Monongahela 
at  Pittsburgh. 

At  the  time  the  plate  was  interred  opposite  the  mouth  of 
the  Conewango.  as  already  narrated,  all  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  expedition  being  drawn  up  in  battle  array,  the  chief  in  com- 
mand proclaimed  in  a  loud  voice,  "Vive  le  Roi,"  and  that  pos- 
session was  now  taken  of  the  country  in  the  name  of  the  King. 
The  royal  arms  were  affixed  to  a  neighboring  tree,  and  a  proces 
verbal  was  drawn  up  and  signed  as  a  memorial  of  the  ceremony. 
The  same  formality  was  adopted  at  the  burial  of  each  succeeding 
plate.  This  proces  verbal  was  in  the  following  form,  and  in  each 
instance  was  signed  and  witnessed  by  the  officers  present:     (139) 
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"L'aji,  1/49,  nous  Celeron,  Chevalier  de  I'ordre  Royal  et  ni-ilitaire 
de  St.  Louis,  Capitaine  Cojumandant  un  detachement  cnvoyc  par 
les  ordres  de  M.  le  Marquis  de  Galissouiere,  Commandant 
General  en  Canada,  dans  la  Belle  Riviere  accompagne  des  prin- 
eipaux  officiers  de  notre  detaclienieiif,  a^-oiis  enterre  (Here  was 
inserted  tl.e  place  of  deposit.)  une  plaque  de  plomb,  et  fait 
attacker  dans  le  ineme  lieu,  a  un  arbre,  les  Armes  du  Roi.  En 
foy  de  qnoi,  nous  avons  dresse  et  signe,  avec  M.  M.  les  officiers, 
le  present  proces  verbal  a  notre  camp,  le  (the  day  of  the  month) 
i/4p."  "In  the  year  1749  we.  Celeron,  ChevaHer  of  the  Royal 
and  military  order  of  St.  Louis,  ccmmander  of  a  detachment 
sent  by  order  of  tlie  Afarquis  of  Galissoniere.  Governor  General 
of  Canada,  to  the  Ohio,  in  presence  of  the  principal  officers  of 
our  detachment,  have  buried  { Here  was  inserted  the  place  of 
deposit)  a  leaden  pb.te.  and  in  the  same  place  have  affi.xed  to  a 
tree  the  Arms  of  the  Kins^.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have 
drawn  up  and  signed,  with  the  officers,  the  present  proces  verbal, 
at  our  camp,  the  (dny  of  the  month),  1749."  This  method  of 
asserting-  sovereignty  over  new  territory  is  peculiar  to  the  French, 
and  was  often  adopted  by  them.  La  Salle,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  in  1682.  thus  proclaimed  the  dominion  of  Louis  Le 
Grand,  and  more  recently  the  same  formality  was  observed  when 
a  French  squadron,  look  possession  of  some  islands  in  the  Pacific 
Ocean. 

A  few  miles  from  Kanaouagon  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Alleghany,  just  below  its  junction  with  the  Brokenstraw  Creek, 
was  the  Indian  village  of  ''Faille  Coupee,"  or  Cut  Straw,  the 
name  being  given  by  Celoron  as  Kachuiodagon,  occupied  i)rin- 
cii)al!y  bv  Scnecas.  The  English  name.  " Broken  Straw,"  arid  tiie 
French  name,  "Faille  Coupee,  were  both  i>robably  derived  from 
the  Seneca  name,  which  is  De-ga-syo-noh-dyah-goh.  which  signi- 
fies literally,  broken  straw.  Kachuiodagon.  as  given  by  Celoron. 
and  Koshemuiteagunk,  as  given  on  the  Historical  Map  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  Seneca  name,  are  all  three  the  same  word  in 
different  orthography.  th(-  variation  in  the  first  two  being  occa- 
sioned by  the  difference  between  the  French  and  English  mode 
of  spelling  the  same  Indian  word.      Father  Bonnecamps  states 
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the  village  to  be  in  latitude  41^   54'  3"  and  in  longitude  79°   13' 
west  of  Paris. 

While  the  expedition  was  resting  in  the  vincinity  of  these 
Cwo  Indian  villages,  a  council  Avas  held  with  the  inhabitants,  con- 
ducted by  Joncaire,  whom  Celoron  states  had  been  adopted  by 
the  Senecas,  and  possessed  great  influence  and  power  over  them 
They  addressed  him  in  the  council  as  "our  child  Joncaire."'  He 
was  probably  the  person  of  that  name  met  by  Washington  at 
Venango  four  years  afterwards/'  and  a  son  of  (140)  the  Jon- 
caire mentioned  bv  Charlevoix  as  living  at  Lewiston  on  the 
Niagara  in  1721,  "who  possessed  the  wit  of  a  Frenchman  and 
the  sublime  eloquence  of  an  Iroquois."  The  father,  who  w^as  a 
captive,  died  in  1740,  leaving  two  half-breed  sons,  who  seem  to 
have  inherited  his  in^uence  and  distinction.  Their  names  were 
Chabert  Joncaire,  Junior,  and  Philip  Clauzonne  de  Joncaire. 
Both  were  in  the  French  service,  and  brought  reinforcements 
from  the  west  to  Fort  Niagara  at  the  time  it  was  besieged  by  Sir 
William  Johnson  in  1759.  I'heir  narites  are  affixed  to  the  capitu- 
lation which  took  place  a  few  days  later.  The  former  was  in 
command  of  Fort  Schlosser,  his  brother,  who  was  a  captain  Jn 
the  marine,  being  with  him.  They  were  both  in  the  expedition 
of  Celoron. 

The  result  of  the  council  held  by  Joncaire  was  not  satis- 
factory to  the  French.  It  was  very  evident  there  was  a  strong 
feeling  among  the  Indians  on  the  Alleghany  in  favor  of  the 
English.  It  did  not,  however,  prevent  the  French  from  descend- 
ing the  river.  After  pledging  the  Senecas  in  a  cup  of  "Onontio's 
milk"  (brandv)  the  expedition  left  the  villages  of  Kanaouagon 
and  Paille  Coupee  on  the  first  day  of  August,  and  after  proceed- 
ing about  four  leagues  below  the  latter,  reached  a  village  of 
Loups  and  Renards,  composed  of  ten  cabins.  The  Loups  were  a 
branch  of  the  Delawares,  called  by  the  English  Munseys.  Four 
or  five  leagues  farther  down  they  passed  another  small  village, 
consisting  of  six  cabins,  and  on  the  third  of  August  another  of 
ten  cabins.  The  next  was  a  village  on  the  "Riviere  aux  Boeufs." 
According  to  Father  Bonnecamps,  they  passed  between  Paille 
Coupee  and  the  Riviere  aux  Boeufs  one  village  on  the  left  and 
four  on  the  right,  the  latitude  of  the  third  on  the   right  being 
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41^  30'  30",  and  the  longitude  79'  21'  west  of  Paris.  The 
Riviere  aux  Boeufs  is  now  known  as  French  Creek,  it  having 
been  so  called  by  \\'a.5hington  on  his  visit  there  in  1753.  The 
KniE^lish  named  it  X'enango.  A  fort  was  built  l)y  the  French  in 
1753-4  on  its  wes*^ern  bank,  sixty  rods  below  its  junction  with  the 
Alleghany,  called  Fort  Machault.  in  1760,  when  the  English 
took  i)ossession,  they  l)uilt  another,  forty  rods  higlTer  up,  and 
nearer  the  mouth  of  French  Creek,  which  they  called  Fort 
Venango.  In  1787  the  United  States  (jovernment  sent  a  force  to 
protect  the  settlers,  and  l)uilt  a  fcjrt  on  tlie  south  bank  of  the 
creek,  half  a  mile  above  its  mouth,  which  was  called  Fort  Frank- 
lin. From  all  of  which  it  appears  that  this  was  at  an  early  day 
an  important  point  on  the  river.  It  is  now  the  site  of  the  flour- 
ishing village  of  Franklin.  At  the  tmie  of  Celeron's  visit  the 
Indian  village  numbered  abotit  ten  cabins. 

(141)  After  passing  the  Riviere  aux  Boeufs  and  anothei 
on  the  left,  the  expedition  reached  en  the  same  day  a  bend  in 
the  river  about  nine  miles  below,  on  the  left  or  eastern  bank 
of  which  la}-  a  large  botilder,  nearly  twent_\--two  feet  in  length 
by  fourteen  in  breadth,  on  the  inclined  face  of  which  were  rude 
mscriptions,  evidcntlv  of  Indian  workmanship,  representing  b} 
various  syml)ols  the  triuniphs  of  the  race  in  war  and  in  the 
chase.  It  was  regarded  by  the  natives  attached  to  the  expedition 
as  an  "Indian  God."  and  held  in  superstitious  reverence.  It  was 
a  well-known  landmark,  and  did  not  fail  to  arrest  the  attention 
of  the  French.  Celoron  deemed  it  a  favorable  point  at  which  to 
bury  his  second  leaden  plate,  lliis  was  done  with  due  form 
and  ceremony,  the  plate  bearing  an  inscription  similar  to  that 
on  tlic  first,  differing  onlv  in  the  date  and  designation  of  the 
place  of  deposit.  Celoron's  record  is  as  follows  :  "Aoiit  ^inc, 
lyiQ.  Rntcrrc  nnc  plaque  dc  plouih  siir  la  rive  vicridionalc  dc 
la  riviere  Oyo.  a  /  lieiies.  an  dessons  de  la  riviere  aux  boeufs, 
vis-a-vis  une  niontagne  pelle,  et  aiipres  d'une  grosse  pierre,  sur 
laquellc  on  voit  phtsieiirs  figures  essez  grossieremcnt  gravces." 
"Buried  a  leaden  plate  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Ohio  river,  four 
leagues  below  the  river ^'\ux  Boeufs,  opposite  a  bald  mountain, 
and  near  a  large  stone,  on  which  are  many  figures  rudely  en- 
srraved." 
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Father  Bonnecamps  states  the  deposit  to  have  been  made 
under  a  large  rock.  An  excellent  view  of  the  rock  in  question, 
with  a  fac-simile  of  the  hieroglyphics  on  its  face,  may  be  found 
in  Schoolcraft's  work  on  the  "Indian  Tribes  in  the  United  States," 
Vol.  vi,  p.  1/2.  It  was  drawn  by  Captain  Eastman  of  the  U. 
S.  Army  while  standing  waist  deep  in  the  river,  its  banks  being 
then  nearly  full.  At  the  time  of  the  spring  and  fall  freshets  the 
rock  is  entirely  submerged.  The  abrasion  of  its  exposed  sur- 
face by  ice  and  floodwood  in  winter  has  almost  obliterated  the 
rude  carvings.  At  the  time  of  Celoron's  visit  it  was  entirely 
uncovered.  It  is  called  "Hart's  rock"  on  Hutchins'  Topographi- 
cal Map  of  Virginia.  The  distance  of  "four  leagues"  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Aux  Boeufs,  or  French  Creek,  to  the  rock, 
as  given  by  Celeron,  is.  as  usual,  a  little  exaggerated.  The 
actual  distance  by  the  windings  of  the  river  is  about  nine  miles. 
The  league  as  used  by  Celoron  may  be  estimated  as  containing 
about  two  miles  and  a  half.  The  leaden  plate  deposited  at  this 
point  has  never  been  found,  and  some  zealous  antiquarian  living 
in  the  vicinity  might,  from  the  record  now  given,  be  able  to 
restore  it  to  light,  after  a  repose  of  more  than  a  century  and  a 
quarter. 

From  this  station  Celoron  sent  Joncaire  forward  to  Attigue 
the  next  day,  to  announce  the  approach  of  the  expedition,  ii" 
being  an  Indian  settlement  ( 142)  of  some  importance  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river,  between  eight  and  nine  leagues  farther  down, 
containing  twenty-two  cabins.  Before  reaching  Attigue  they 
passed  a  river  three  or  four  leagues  from  the  Aux  Boeufs,  the 
confluence  of  wh.ich  with  the  Alleghany  is  described  as  "very 
beautiful,"  and  a  league  farther  down  another,  having  on  its 
upper  waters  some  villages  of  Loups  and  Iroquois. 

Attigue  was  probably  on  or  near  the  Kiskiminitas  river 
which  falls  into  the  south  side  of  the  Alleghany  about  twenty 
five  miles  above  Pittsburgh.  It  is  called  the  river  d'Attigue  by 
Montcalm,  in  a  letter  dated  in  1758.^°  There  were  several  Indian 
villages  on  its  banks  at  that  date.  They  reached  Attigue  on  the 
sixth,  where  they  found  Joncaire  waiting.  Embarking  together 
they  passed  on  the  right  an  old  "Chaouanons"  (Shawnees)  vil- 
lage.    It  had  not  been  occupied  by  the  Indians  since  the  removal 
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of  Cliarlicr  and  his  ba.nd  lo  the  river  X'ermillion  in  the  Wabash 
coiuitry  in  1745,  hy  ordei'  of  the  Marquis  de  Beauharnois.  Leav- 
ing Attigue  the  next  day,  they  passed  a  village  of  Loups.  all  the 
inhabitants  of  which,  except  three  Iroquois,  and  an  old  woman 
who  was  regarded  as  a  Queen,  and  devoted  to  the  l-lngHsh.  had 
lied  in  alarm  to  Chininguc.  This  village  of  the  Loups.  Celoron 
declares  to  be  the  finest  he  saw  on  the  river.  It  must  have  been 
situated  at  or  near  the  present  site  of  Pittsburgh.  The  descrip- 
tion of  the  place,  like  many  given  by  Celoron,  is  so  vague  that 
it  is  impossible  to  identify  it  with  any  certainty.  The  clear, 
bright  current  of  the  A!legi":any,  and  tiie  sluggish,  turbid  stream 
of  the  Monongabela,  flowing  together  to  form  the  broad  Ohio, 
their  banks  clotiied  in  luxuriant  summer  foliage,  must  have 
presented  to  the  voyagers  a  scene  strikingly  picturesque,  one 
which  would  hardly  have  escaped  th.e  notice  of  the  chief  of  the 
expedition.  If,  therefore,  the  allusion  to  "the  finest  place  on  the 
river"  has  no  reference  to  the  site  of  Pittsburgh,  then  no  mention 
is  made  of  it  whatever.  (Jn  landing  three  leagues  farther  down, 
they  were  told  by  some  of  their  Indians  that  they  had  passed  a 
rock  on  which  were  some  inscriptions.  Father  Bonnecamps  and 
Joncaire.  who  were  sent  to  examine  it.  reported  nothing  but  some 
English  names  written  in  charcoal.  This  was  near  the  second 
entrepot  of  the  Knglish. 

Their  cam])  being  only  two  leagues  above  Chiningue.  they 
were  enabled  to  reach  the  latter  the  next  day.  They. found  the 
village  one  of  the  largest  on  the  river,  consisting  of  fifty  cabins 
of  Iroquois,  Shawnees  and  Loups;  also  Iroquois  from  the  Sault 
St.  Louis  and  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains,  with  some  Nippis- 
singues,  Abcnakis  and  vOttawas.  Bonnecamps  estimated  the  num- 
ber of  cabins  at  eighty,  and  says,  "we  called  it  (143)  Chiningue, 
from  its  vicinity  to  a  river  of  that  name."  He  records  its  lati- 
tude as  40 ""  35'  to"  which  is  nearly  correct,  and  longitude  as 
80°  19'.  The  place  was  subsequently  known  as  "Logstown."  a 
large  and  flourishing  village  which  figures  prominently  in  Indian 
history  for  many  years  after  this  period.  Colonel  Croghan.  who 
was  sent  to  the  Ohio  Indians  by  Governor  Hamilton,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  August.  1749,  mentions  in  his  journal  that  "Monsieur 
Celaroon  with  two  hundred  French  soldiers,  had  passed  through 
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Logstown  just  before  his  arrival. "^^  Crogan  inquired  of  the 
inhabitants  the  object  of  the  expedition,  and  was  told  by  them 
that  "it  was  to  drive  the  English  away,  and  by  burying  iron 
plates,  with  inscriptions  on  them  at  the  mouth  of  each  remarkable 
creek,  to  steal  away  their  country." 

On  reaching  Chiningue  Celoron  found  several  English 
traders  established  there,  whom  he  compelled  to  leave.  He 
wrote  by  them  to  Governor  iiamilton,  under  date  of  August  6th, 
1749,  that  he  was  surprised  to  find  English  traders  on  French 
territory,  it  being  in  contravention  of  solemn  treaties,  and  hoped 
the  Governor  would  forbid  their  trespassing  in  future.  De 
Celoron  also  made  a  speech,  in  which  he  informed  the  Indians 
that  "he  was  on  his  way  down  the  Ohio  to  whip  home  the 
Twightwees  and  Wyandots  for  trading  with  the  English."  They 
treated  his  speech  with  contempt,  insisting  that  "to  separate  them 
from  the  English  would  be  like  cutting  a  man  into  halves,  and 
expecting  him  to  live."--  The  Indians  were  found  so  unfriendly 
to  the  French,  and  suspicious  of  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  as 
to  embarrass  the  movements  of  de  Celoron.  His  Iroquois  and 
Abenaki  allies  refused  to  accompany  him  farther  than  Chiningue. 
They  destroyed  the  plates  which,  bearing  the  arms  of  the  French 
King,  had  been  affixed  to  trees  as  memorials  of  his  sovereignty. 

After  leaving  Chiningue,  they  passed  two  rivers,  one  on 
either  side,  and  crossing  the  present  boundary  line  between  Penn- 
sylvania and  Ohio,  reached  the  river  Kanououara  early  on  the 
13th.  Here  thev  interred  the  third  leaden  plate,  with  the  usual  in- 
scription and  customary  ceremonies.  The  blank  in  the  plate  was 
filled  as  follows:  "Enterre  a  I' entree  de  la  riviere,  et  stir  la 
rive  Septentrionale  de  Kanououara,  qui  se  decharge  a  I'est  de  la 
riviere  Oyo."  "Buried  at  the  mouth  and  on  the  north  bank  of 
the  river  Kanououara,  which  empties  into  the  easterly  side  of 
the  Ohio  river."  Neither  Celoron  nor  Bonnecamps  gives  such 
a  description  of  the  locality  as  to  warrant  a  positive  identification 
of  the  site.  The  plate  was  probably  buried  on  the  northerly 
bank  of  Wheeling  Creek,  at  its  junction  with  the  Ohio,  in  the 
present  state  of  (144)  Virginia,  and  near  where  Fort  Henry  was 
subsequently  built  in  1774.  No  vestige  of  the  plate  has  been 
discovered  so  far  as  known. 
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Tlie  expedition  resumed  its  voyag-e  on  the  14th,  passing  the 
mouths  of  three  streams,  two  on  the  left  and  one  on  the  right. 
Deer  al^ounded  along  the  banks.  Two  of  the  rivers  are  stated 
to  be  striking^ly  beautiful  at  their  junction  with  the  Ohio.  On 
the  15th  they  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum,  called  by 
Father  Bonnecamps  Yenanguakonnan,*  and  encamped  on  the 
shore.  ilcre  the  fourth  leaden  plate  was  buried  on  the  right 
bank  of  that  river,  at  its  junction  with  the  Ohio.  Celoron  de- 
scribes the  place  of  deposit  as  follows:  "Entcrrc  an  pied  d'nn 
crablc,  qui  forme  trepied  avcc  unc  cliciie  rouge  et  an  ornie,  a 
r entree  de  la  Ycnanguakonan,  siir  la  rive  occidentale  de  cctte 
riviere."  "Buried  at  the  foot  of  a  maple,  which  forms  a  triangle 
with  a  red  oak  and  elm.  at  the  moutli  of  the  river  Ycnanguako- 
nan. and  on  its  western  bank." 

Ii;  1798.  half  a  century  later,  some  boys,  who  were  b'uliing 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum,  discovered  something  project- 
ing from  the  perpendicular  face  of  the  river  bank,  three  or  four 
feet  l)cl()w  the  surface.  With  tlic  aid  of  a  ])ole  thev  loosened 
it  from  its  1)ed.  and  found  it  to  be  a  leaden  i)late,  stamped  with 
letters  in  an  unknown  language.  Unaware  of  its  historic  value, 
and  being  in  want  of  lead,  then  a  scarce  article  in  the  new 
country,  they  carried  it  home  and  cast  a  part  of  it  into  bullets. 
News  of  the  discovery  of  so  curious  a  relic  having  reached  the 
ears  of  a  resident  of  Marietta  he  obtained  possession  of  it,  and 
found  the  inscription  to  l)e  in  French.  The  l)o\-s  had  cut  ofT 
quite  a  large  part  of  the  inscription,  but  enough  remained  to 
indicate  its  character.  It  subsequently  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Calcl)  Atwatcr.  the  historian,  who  sent  it  to  Goveronr  Do  \WXi 
Clinton.  The  latter  presented  it  to  the  Antiquarian  Society  of 
Massachusetts,  in  the  library  of  wdiich  it  is  now  deposited.  A 
poor  fac-simile  o^  the  fragment  is  given  in  ITildreth's  Pioneer 
History  of  the  Ohio  \'alley.  at  page  20.  It  ai:)pears  to  have 
been  substantially  the  same  as  the  other  plates  which  have  been 
disco\ered,  with  the  exception  of  a  different  arrangement  of  the 
lines.  The  place  of  dei)osit  is  given  as  "riviere  Yenangue"  on 
the  part  of  the  plate  which  was  rescued  from  the  boys.  Mr. 
Atwater,  Governor  Clinton  and  sc\eral  historians,  misled  l)v  the 


*Incorrect.  see  page 
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similarity  between  the  names  "Yenangue"  and  "Venango,"  sup- 
posed that  it  had  originally  been  deposited  at  Venango,  an  old 
Indian  town  at  tl^e  mouth  of  French  Creek  in  Pennsylvania,  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum, 
and  had  been  carried  downi  by  a  freshet,  or  removed  (145)  by 
some  party  to  the  place  where  it  was  discovered.  The  Journal 
of  de  Celoron  removes  all  doubt  on  the  subject,  and  conclusively 
establishes  the  fact  that  the  plate  was  originally  deposited  where 
it  was  found,  on  the  site  where  old  Fort  Harmer  was  subse- 
quently built,  and  opposite  the  point  Vvdiere  the  village  of  Marietta 
is  now  situated. 

After  the  deposit  of  che  fourth  plate  was  completed,  the 
expedition  broke  up  their  forest  camp,  embarked  in  their  canoes, 
and  resumed  the  descent  of  the  river.  About  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  below  the  Muskingum,  Father  Bonnecamps  took  some  ob- 
servations, and  found  the  latitude  to  be  39°  36'  and  the  longi- 
tude 81°  20'  west  of  I^aris.  They  accomplished  twelve  leagues 
on  the  i6th,  and  on  the  17th,  embarking  early,  they  passed  two 
fine  rivers,  one  on  each  si^de,  the  names  of  which  are  not  given. 
On  the  1 8th,  after  an  early  start  they  were  arrested  by  the  rain 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Kanawha,  which  is  called  by  Father 
Bonnecamps  "Chinodaichta."  The  bank  of  this  large  stream, 
flowing  from  the  southeast,  and  draining  an  extensive  territory, 
was  chosen  for  the  deposit  of  the  fifth  plate.  Only  a  brief 
record  of  the  ceremonv  is  given.  A  copy  of  the  inscription  is 
omitted  by  Celoron,  but  his  record  of  the  interment  of  the  plate 
is  as  follows  :  "Entcrrce  au  pied  d'an  orme,  sur  la  rive  meridion- 
alc  de  I'Oyo,  et  la  rive  oricntalc  de  Chinondaista,  le  18  Aout, 
1/49."  "Buried  at  the  foot  of  an  elm  on  the  south  bank  of 
the  Ohio,  and  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Chinondaista,  the  i8th 
day  of  August.  17-19. 

Fortunately  the  discovery  of  the  plate  in  March,  1846,  leaves 
no  doubt  of  the  inscription.  It  was  found  by  a  boy  while  play- 
ing on  the  margin  of  the  ICenawha  river.  Like  that  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Muskingum,  it  was  projecting  from  the  river  bank,  a  few 
feet  below  the  surface.  Since  the  time  it  was  buried,  an  ac- 
cumulation of  soil  had  been  deposited  above  it  by  the  annual 
river  freshets   for  nearly  one  hundred  years.      The  day  of  the 
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deposit,  as  recorded  on  the  plate,  corresponds  precisely  with  the 
one  stated  by  de  Celoron.  The  spelling  of  the  Indian  name 
of  the  river  differs  slightly  from  the  Journal,  that  on  the  plate 
being  "Chinodahichetha."  Kenawha.  the  Indian  name  of  the 
river  in  another  dialect,  is  said  to  signify  "The  river  of  the 
woods."  The  place  selected  b\-  Celoron  for  the  interment  of  the 
plate  must  have  been  one  of  surpassing  beauty.  The  native 
forest,  untouched  by  the  pioneer,  and  crowned  with  the  luxuriant 
foliage  of  Northern  Kentucky,  covered  the  banks  of  both  rivers. 
and  the  picturesque  scenery  justified  the  name  of  "Point  Pleas- 
ant," which  was  afterwards  bestowed  by  the  early  settlers.  On 
the  i6th  day  of  October,  1774,  it  became  the  scene  of  a  bloody 
(146)  battle  between  an  army  of  X'irginians,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Lewis,  and  a  large  force  of  western  Indians,  under  the 
leadership  of  the  celebrated  Cornstalk,  Logan,  and  others,  in 
which  the  latter  were  defeated.^'' 

The  expedition  was  detained  at  this  point  by  the  rain.  It 
re-embarked  on  the  20th,  and  when  they  had  proceeded  about 
three  leagues.  Father  Bonnecamps  took  the  latitude  and  longitude, 
which  he  records  at  ;^i>''  39'  ^y"  for  tlie  former,  and  82°  i'  for 
the  latter.  Joncaire  was  sent  forward  the  next  day  with  two 
chiefs  from  the  Sault  St.  Louis  and  two  Abenakis,  to  propitiate 
the  inhabitants  of  "St.  Yotoc,"  a  vilbge  they  were  now  approach- 
ing. They  embarked  early  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and 
reached  St.  Yotoc  the  same  day.  This  village  was  composed 
of  .Shawnees.  Iroquois.  I>oups,  and  Miamis.  and  Indians  from 
the  Sault  St.  Louis,  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains,  as  well  as 
representatives  from  nearly  all  the  nations  of  the  "upper  coun- 
try." The  name.  "St.  Yotoc"  seems  to  be  neither  French  nor 
Indian.  It  is  probablv  a  corruption  of  Scioto.  Father  Bonne- 
camps  calls  it  "Sinhioto"  on  his  ma]x  He  records  the  latitude 
of  the  south  bank  of  the  (  )liio.  ojipositc  its  mouth,  at  38°  50'  24", 
and  the  longitude  82°  22'.  Pouchot,  in  his  "Mcmoircs  sur  la 
dernier c  (jiierre,"  French  edition,  vol  iii,  page  182.  calls  the 
river  "Sonhioto."  This  village  of  St.  ^'otoc,  or  Scioto,  was  ])rob- 
ably  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Ohio,  a  little  below  the  mouth  of 
the  Scioto,  now  the  site  of  \lexandria.  Its  principal  inhabitants 
were  .Shawnees. 
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The  expedition  remained  here  until  the  26th  of  August.  On 
the  27th  they  proceeded  as  far  as  the  riviere  La  Blanche,  or 
White  river,  which  they  reached  at  ten  at  night.  On  the  bank 
of  the  Ohio,  opposite  the  mouth  of  this  river,  Bonnecamps 
found  the  latitude  to  be  39''  12'  01",  and  the  longitude  83°  31'. 
Embarking  on  the  30th,  they  passed  the  great  north  bend  of  the 
Ohio,  and  reached  the  riviere  a  la  Roche,  now  known  as  the 
Great  Miami.  Here  their  voyage  on  the  Ohio  ended,  and  they 
turned  their  little  fleet  of  bark  gondolas  northward  into  the 
channel  of  its  great  tributary. 

The  sixth  and  last  of  the  leaden  plates  was  buried  at  this 
place.  The  text  of  Celoron's  Journal  reads  as  follows  :  "Entcrree 
sur  la  pointe  formec  par  la  rive  droite  de  I'OJiio,  ct  la  rive  gauche 
de  la  riznere  a  la  Roche,  Aoitt  57,  1749."  "Buried  on  the  point 
formed  by  the  intersection  of  the  right  bank  of  the  Ohio,  with 
the  left  bank  of  the  Rock  river,  August  31,  1749."  So  far  as 
known,  this  plate  has  never  been  discovered.  Celoron  calls  the 
Great  Miami  the  Riviere  a  la  Roche,  and  Pouchot,  quoted  above, 
and  other  French  writers  give   it  the   same  name. 

The  expedition  left  its  encampment  at  the  mouth  of  this 
river  on  the  ( 147 )  first  day  of  September,  and  began  the  toil- 
some ascent  of  the  stream,  now  greatly  diminished  by  the  summer 
drought.  On  the  13th  they  arrived  at  "Demoiselle's,"  which 
Father  Bonnecamps,  with  his  constant  companion  the  astrolabe, 
found  to  be  in  latitude  40°  2-^'  12",  and  longitude  83°  29'.  This 
was  the  residence  of  La  Demoiselle,  a  chief  of  a  portion  of  the 
Miamis  who  were  allies  of  the  English.^*  The  fort  and  village 
of  La  Demoiselle  were  mentioned  by  M.  de  Longueil  in  1752. 
It  was  probably  situated  on  what  was  afterwards  known  as 
Loramie's  Creek,  the  earliest  point  of  English  settlement  in  Ohio. 
It  became  quite  noted  in  the  subsequent  history  of  the  Lidian 
wars,  and  was  destroyed  by  General  Clark  in  his  expedition  of 
1782.  A  fort  was  built  on  the  site  several  years  afterwards  by 
General  Wayne,  which  he  named  Fort  Loramie.  Here  the 
French  remained  a  week  to  recruit,  and  prepare  for  the  portage 
to  the  Maumee.  Having  burned  their  canoes,  and  obtained  some 
ponies,  they  set  out  on  their  overland  journey.  In  arranging 
for  the  march,  M.  de  Celoron  took  command  of  the  right,  and 
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M.  de  Contrecoeiir  of  the  left.  The  distance  was  estimated  by 
Celeron  as  fifty  leaf^ucs,  and  five  and  a  half  days  were  allotted 
for  its  acconipli'^hmcnt. 

They  completed  the  portage  on  the  25th,  and  arrived  at 
Kiskakon.  This  appears  to  he  the  Indian  name  for  the  site  of 
Fort  Wayne,  which  was  built  there  in  1794.  Celoron  found  it 
a  French  post,  under  the  command  of  M.  de  Raymond.  It  un- 
doubtedly took  the  name  of  Kiskakon,  from  a  branch  of  Ottawas- 
that  removed  to  tliis  place  from  Missillimackinac.  where  they  had 
resided  as  late  ?.s  1682.  It  was  here  that  de  Celoron  provided 
pirogues  and  provisions  for  the  descent  of  the  Maumee  to  Lake 
Erie.  The  Miami  Chief  "Pied  Froid."'  or  Coldfoot  resided  in 
the  village.  He  appears  not  to  have  been  very  constant  in  his 
allegiance  either  to  the  French  or  the  English. 

Leaving  Kiskakon  on  the  27th  of  September,  a  part  of  the 
expedition  went  overland  to  Detroit,  and  the  remainder  descended 
the  river  by  canoe.  The  latter  landed  near  Detroit  on  the  6th 
of  October.  Having  renewed  his  supplies  and  canoes  for  the 
transportation  of  his  detachment,  Celoron  prepared  for  the  re- 
turn to  Montreal  by  way  of  Lake  Erie.  His  Indian  allies,  as 
usual,  occasioned  some  delay.  They  had  stopped  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Maumee,  and  were  overcome  by  a  drunken  debauch  on 
the  white  man's  fire  water.  It  was  not  until  the  8th  of  October 
that  the  party  finally  launched  tlieir  canoes,  and  descended  the 
river  into  Lake  Erie.  Their  first  night  was  spent  on  its  northern 
shore  at  Point  Pellee.  Nothing  worthy  of  note  occurred  during 
their  traverse  of  the  lake.  I'hey  reaclu.d  Fort  Niagara  on  the 
19th,  where  they  remained  three  (148)  days.  Leaving  there  on 
the  22d,  they  coasted  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  and  ar- 
rived at  Fort  Frontenac  on  the  6th  of  November,  their  canoes 
l)adly  shattered  by  the  autumnal  gales,  and  their  men  greatly 
fatigued  with  the  hardships  of  the  voyage.  They  pushed  on, 
however,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  to  Montreal,  which  they 
reached  on  the  loth  of  October,  having,  according  to  the  esti- 
mate of  both  de  Celoron  and  Father  Bonnecamps,  traveled  at 
least  twelve  hundred  leagues. 

Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  changes  which  took  place 
in  the  ( )hio  \'allev  prior  to  the  expedition  of  de  Celoron.      Those 
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which  have  since  occurred  are  no  less  remarkable.  Both  the 
French  and  the  English  continued  equally  determined  to  possess 
the  cotmtry  north  of  the  Ohio.  The  former  stretched  a  chain 
of  posts  from  Niagara  to  the  Mississippi,  as  a  barrier  against 
English  encroachments,  and  to  exclude  the  Indians  from  their 
influence  and  control.  To  counteract  these  demonstrations.  Gist 
was  sent  by  the  Ohio  Company  in  1750  to  survey  its  lands  pre- 
liminary to  their  occupation  and  settlement.  In  1753  Washing- 
ton was  dispatched  by  Governor  Dinwiddle  to  Venango  and  Le 
Boeuf  on  what  proved  to  be  a  fruitless  mission.  A  post  was 
established  the  same  year  by  the  English  at  Pittsburgh,  which 
was  captured  the  next  by  the  French,  and  called  after  the  Marquis 
du  Quesne.  It  was  occupied  by  the  latter  until  retaken  by  Gen- 
eral Forbes  in  1756. 

This  was  followed  the  next  year  by  an  expedition  under 
Washington,  who  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  drew  his  maiden 
sword  at  the  Great  Meadows  in  an  encounter  with  a  detachment 
of  French  under  Jumonville,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  the 
latter.  Washington  pushed  on  farther  west,  but  the  advance 
of  the  enemy  with  strong  reinforcements  compelled  him  to  fall 
back  to  the  Great  Meadows,  which  he  strengthened  and  fortified, 
under  the  significant  name  of  Fort  Necessity.  Here  he  was 
attacked  by  the  Frencli  under  Coulon  de  Villiers,  a  brother  of 
Jumonville,  with  a  vigor  inspired  by  the  desire  of  avenging  his 
brother's  death.  Washington  was  compelled  to  capitulate.  The 
French  were  thus  enabled  to  acquire  complete  control  for  the 
time  being  over  the  disputed  territory.  Thus  was  the  opening 
scene  in  the  great  drama  of  the  "Old  French  War"  enacted.  The 
disastrous  defeat  of  Braddock  followed  the  next  year,  and  ex- 
posed the  whole  frontier  to  the  hostile  incursions  of  the  French 
and  Indians. 

In  1759  the  grand  scheme  for  the  conquest  of  Canada,  con- 
ceived by  the  illustrious  Pitt,  was  carried  into  execution.  The 
expeditions  of  Amherst  against  Ticonderoga,  Wolfe  against 
Quebec,  and  Prideaux  against  Niagara,  resulted  in  the  fall  of 
those  important  fortresses.  (149)  Major  Rogers  was  sent 
to  the  Northwest  in  1760  to  receive  possession  of  the  French 
posts,  which  had  been  surrendered  to  the  English  by  the  capitu- 
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latioii  of  Quebec,  lie  was  met  at  Cuyalioga  by  I'ontiac.  tlie  Ot- 
tawa, who  forbade  his  farther  progress.  "I  stand,"  says  he, 
"in  your  path;  you  can  march  no  farther  without  my  permis- 
sion." A  friend  to  the  Frencli,  a  leader  in  the  attack  on  Brad- 
dock,  ambitious  and  vindictive,  Pontiac  was  a  chief  of  command- 
ing intellect  and  well  qualified  for  bold  enterprises  and  strategic 
combinations.  These  qualities  were  indicated  in  his  great  con- 
spiracy for  the  simultaneous  capture  of  the  ten  principal  posts 
in  tlie  Northwest,  and  the  massacre  of  the  English  trading  in 
their  vicinity.  F.iglit  of  those  posts,  embracing  Sandusky,  St. 
Joseph,  Miami,  Ouatanon.  Mackinaw.  I'resque  Isle.  Le  Roeuf 
and  \'enango  successively  fell  before  the  deep  laid  plans  of  the 
wily  chieftain.  Forts  Pitt  and  Detroit  successfully  withstood 
the  most  vigorous  assaults,  and  the  latter  a  protracted  siege  con- 
ducted by  Pontiac  himself. 

Now  war  in  all  its  horrors  raged  with  savage  intensity  along 
the  entire  frontier.  The  unprotected  settlers,  men,  women  and 
children,  were  massacred  and  scalped,  or  if  spared,  borne  away 
into  a  hopeless  captivity.  Tlie  English  colonists  were  aroused 
to  meet  the  emergency,  and  Colonel  Bouquet  was  sent  in  1763 
with  a  large  force  into  the  Indian  territory  to  relieve  the  w':>stern 
posts,  but  was  compelled  to  halt  at  Pittsburgh. 

The  succeeding  spring  found  the  Indians  again  on  the  war- 
path, and  Detroit  was  invested  for  the  second  time  by  l'*ontiac. 
An  expedition  was  sent  to  the  Northwestern  posts  under  Brad- 
street,  and  another  imder  Bouquet  penetrated  the  interior  of 
Ohio.  Bradstreet  was  duped  by  his  crafty  adversaries  into  a 
peace  not  intended  to  be  kept,  but  Bouquet,  undeceived  by  sunilar 
artifices,  pushed  on  to  the  heart  of  the  Indian  country.  \t  the 
junction  of  the  White  \\'oman  and  Tuscarawas  rivers  he  dictated 
a  peace  by  his  bold  and  energetic  movements,  which,  witli  the 
exception  of  occasional  outbreaks,  was  destined  to  last  until  the 
commencement  of  the  great  contest  between  the  colonists  and 
the  mother  country. 

The  treaty  of  1783  left  the  western  tribes  without  an  ally, 
and  the  United  States  became  free  to  extend  the  arts  of  peace 
over  their  new  territory'.  The  pioneers  shouldered  the  axe  and 
the  rifle,  and  marching  westward  in  solid  column,   invaded  the 
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land.  The  frail  canoe  and  sluggish  batteau,  which  had  so  long 
and  wearily  contended  with  the  adverse  currents  of  the  Ohio, 
were  soon  replaced  by  the  power  of  steam.  The  dense  forests 
that  for  a  thousand  miles  had  fringed  both  borders  of  the  (150) 
river  were  opened  to  the  sunlight,  and  thriving  cities  and  smiling 
villages  arose  on  the  ruins  of  the  mound  builders.  The  narrow 
trails  of  the  Indian,  deep  worn  for  centuries  by  the  tread  of 
hunter  and  warrior,  were  now  superseded  by  the  iron  rail  and 
broad  highway.  The  hardy  emigrants  and  their  descendants 
subdued  the  wilderness,  and  with  the  church,  the  school-house, 
the  factory  and  the  plough  planted  a  civilization  on  the  ruins 
of  a  fallen  barbarism. 

The  dominion  and  power  of  France  have  disappeared,  and 
no  traces  of  her  lost  sovereignty  exist,  save  in  the  few  names  she 
has  left  on  the  prominent  streams  and  landmarks  of  the  country, 
and  in  the  leaden  plates  which,  incribed  in  her  language  and 
asserting  her  claims,  still  lie  buried  ©n  the  banks  of  the  "Beauti- 
ful River."* 

NOTES. 

1.  This  name  is  usually  spelled  Celeron,  but  incorrectly. 
M.  Ferland,  in  his  Cours  d'Histoire  dii  Canada,  vol.  ii,  p.  493, 
calls  him  Celoron  de  Blainville. 

2.  Joncaire. 

3.  N.  Y.  Col.  Doc,  vi,  p.  604. 

4.  The  Indian  name  of  Sir  William  Johnson.  It  signifies 
"Superintendent  of  Affairs." 

5.  Penn.  Col.  Records,  v,  p.  508. 

6.  N.  Y.  Col.  Doc,  ix,  p.  1097. 

7.  This  observation,  like  most  of  those  taken  by  Father 
Bonnecamps,  is  incorrect.  Either  his  instruments  were  imper- 
fect or  his  methods  of  computation  erroneous.  The  true  latitude 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Conewango  is  less  than  41°  50',  as  it  is 
twelve  miles  south  of  the  boundary  line  between  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania. 

8.  On  Crevecoeur's  Map  of  1758,  in  Depots  des  Cartes, 
Ministere  de  la  Guerre,  Paris,  the  Conewango  is  called  the 
"Chatacouin"  as  far  down  as  its  junction  with  the  Alleghany. 

*  How  differently  subsequent  history  might  have  read  had  the  French 
government  followed  the  advice  of  Galissoniere  to  send  ten  thousand 
French  peasants  to  settle  in  the  valley  of  the  Ohio.  C.  B.  G. 
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9.  Governor  Clinton,  in  his  address  before  tlie  New  York 
Historical  Society  in  1811,  inquires  if  the  Joncaire  met  by  Char- 
levoix and  Washington  were  the  same.  They  could  not  have 
been,  for  the  one  mentioned  by  Charlevoix  died  in  1740. 

10.  N.  Y.  Col.  Doc,  ix,  1025;  X,  iv.,  901. 

11.  N.  Y.  Col.  Doc,  vii.,  p.  267. 

12.  N.  Y.  Col.  Doc,  vi.,  pp.  532-3. 

13.  See  Vol.  i.,  p.  747,  Magazine  of  American  History. 

14.  N.  Y.  Col.  Doc.  X,  pp.   139,    142,  245  and  247. 

15.  Major  Long  of  the  U.  S.  Army,  in  his  second  expedi- 
tion to  the  St.  Peter's  River  in  1S23,  traveled  over  the  same  routes 
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Passes  the  portage  to  Lake  Chataquin, 

15. 
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the     Beautiful     River     (Alleghany); 
buries  first  leaden  plate,  17. 
Meets   Indians  at  Cut   Straw,   18. 
Quiets    their    fears;    they    welcome   the 
French   with   a   speech,   20,   to  which 
Celoron    replies    for    himself,     Galis- 
soniere   and   the    French    King,    21. 
The    Iroquois    of    the    village    answer, 

22,  and  receive  presents,  23. 
Celoron  proceeds  to  a  village  of 
Loups  and  Renards  which  was  al- 
most deserted;  at  a  village  farther 
down  the  river  he  speaks  by  ap- 
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Leaden  plate  buried  "opposite  naked 
mountain  and  near  immense  stone", 
20. 

Joncaire  precedes  expedition  to  .At- 
tique,   26. 

Celoron  addresses  Indians  at  .Xt- 
tique;  passes  ancient  village  of 
Chauenons  abandoned  since  1745,  27. 

Meets  English  soldiers  with  horses  and 
furs,    27. 

Writes  letter  to  "governor  of  Phila- 
delphia",   27,    2S. 

Passes  village  of  Written  Rock,  a  vil- 
lage  ruled  by  an   Indian  queen,   28. 

More  English  traders  ordered  to  leave 
French  territory,  28. 

Indians  report  writings  on  a  rock 
which  Joncaire  and  Father  Bonne- 
camps  found  to  be  English  names 
written    with   charcoal,    28. 

Proceeds   to   Chiningue,    29. 

Celoron  meets  Indians  from  village 
and  gives  them  "milk  of  their 
father   Onontio"    (brandy),    29. 

Finds   English   flag  in   village,   2!». 

Celoron  suspicious  of  Indians  in  vil- 
lage and  orders  British  flag  taken 
down ,    29. 

Pitches    camp   near    village,    30. 

Indian  chiefs  present  address,  30. 

Celoron   replies,   31. 

Prepares  for  eventualities  in  case  of 
attack,   31. 

Indians  with  reinforcements  come  to 
Celoron's  tent  with  pipes  of  peace, 
32. 

Address  of  Celoron  to  Indians  of 
Chiningue,   32. 

Message   of   Galissoniere,    33,   34. 

Indians  pleased,  promise  to  answer 
next    day,    34. 

British  merchants  ordered  to  leave  and 
letter  written  to  governor  of 
Carolina,    .'54. 

Indians  of  Chiningue  return  and 
present    reply,    35. 

Answer    of    Celoron,    36. 

Continuation   of   reply   of   Indians,    36. 

Celoron    leaver    Chiningue,    36. 

Meets  Englishman  from  St.  Yotoc, 
36. 

Indians  hunt  buffalo  but  they  find 
only   a    few   deer,    36,    37. 

Deposit  of  leaden  plate  at  mouth  of 
the    Kanonuara.    37. 
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Celoron,    expedition   of  —  Continued. 

Deposit  of  leaden  plate  at  movith  of 
the   JenangueKouan,   37. 

Deposit  of  leaden  plate  at  mouth  of 
the    Chinodaista,    40. 

Re-embarks  and  meets  Loup  Indian 
returning  from  war  with  Chien  na- 
tion,  42. 

'Gets  information  regarding  St.  Yotoc, 
42. 

•Celoron  dispatches  canoe  to  pacify 
Indians   at    St.   Yotoc,   42. 

Joncaire  returns  with  Indians  under 
white  flag  and  reports  natives  at 
St.  Yotoc  in  panic  at  approach  of 
Celoron,    43. 

Hostile    attitude   of    Indians,    43. 

Speech  of  Iroquois  chief  and  Cel- 
eron's  reply,    43. 

Indians  of  St.  Yotoc  prepared  to  re- 
sist approach  of  French  but  are 
pacified,    44. 

'Celoron  reaches  village  and  Indians 
fire   salute,    44. 

Encamps    opposite   village,    44. 

Indians  approach  camp  with  arms  and 
are   censured  by   Celoron,    44. 

Pipes   of   peace  brought,    44. 

Parley  held  with  Indians  of  village 
composed   of  many   nations,    45. 

Their   address   to   Celoron,   45. 

Celoron's    reply,    45,    46. 

Message  of  Galissioniere  to  Indians, 
46,    47,    48. 

Indians  frightened  at  report  of  ad- 
vance  of   enemies   from   Detroit,    48. 

Celoron  explains  and  quiets  fears,  48. 

Answer  of  Indians  to  message  of 
Galissoniere,    49. 

Indian  traders  requested  to  withdraw 
and  letter  written  to  governor  of 
Carolina,    49. 

Celoron  meets  Ontarios  sent  by 
Sabrinois,    49. 

Leaves  St.  Yotoc  and  arrives  at 
White   River,   49. 

M.  Devillier  sent  to  Indian  village,  50. 

Arrangement  for  meeting  of  Indians 
at  village  of  the  Demoiselle,  50. 

Sixth  leaden  plate  deposited  at  the 
mouth   of   Rock  River,    50. 

Celoron  reaches  village  of  the  Dem- 
oiselle,   51. 

Indians  not  disposed  to  return  to 
Kiskakon,    51. 


Celoron,    expedition   of — Concluded. 

Message    of    Galissoniere    to    Indians 

of    Demoiselle    and    Baril,    52,    53. 
Indians  receive   presents,   53. 
Reply  of  the  Demoiselle  and  the  Baril 

to    message,    53,    54. 
Answer   of   Celoron,    54. 
Reply  to  answer,  55. 
Indians     promise     to     return     to     Kis- 
kakon in  spring,    55. 
Celoron  has  little  faith  in  promise,   55. 
Proceeds   northward,    55. 
Coldfoot     at     Kiskakon     declares     the 

Demoiselle    "a    liar",    56. 
At  mouth  of  the  Maumee  River,   56. 
Arrives     at     Point      Pelee,      at     Fort 

Frontenac,   5G. 
Burning  of  Piquette's  fort  by  Indians; 

arrival  at  Montreal,   57. 
Celoron    ends    expedition    and    reports 

to   Jonquiere   in   Quebec,   57. 
Celoron's     reflections     on     results     of, 

57-58. 
Notes  on  Celoron's  journal  of,  58-77. 
Bonnecamp's   journal    of,    78-98. 
Marshall's    account    of,    106-131. 
Chadakoin  — 

See    Chautauqua. 
Channanous   Indians,    39. 

See   also    Shawnee   Indians. 
Chanougan,    114. 

See   also    Conewango. 
Chaouanons  — 

See   Chaouenons. 
Chaouanous  — 

See   Shawnee  Indians. 
Chaouenous  — 

See   Shawnee  Indians. 
Chaouonous  — 

See   Shawnee  Indians. 
Chartiers  town,  66. 
Chatacoin  — 

See    Chautauqua. 
Chatakouin  — 

Portage   of,    14,   81,    111. 
See  also   Chautauqua. 
Chatakuin  — 

See  Chautauqua. 
Chataquin  — 

See  Chautauqua. 
Chautauqua    (Chatacoin,    Chatakuin,    Cha- 
taquin,      Chatakouin,       Tchadakoin, 
Tjadakoin,    Yjadakoin)  — 
For    other    variations    of    spelling    see 
pages  116-117. 
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Chautauqua   Creek,    112. 

See  also  Chautauqua  river. 
Chautauqua   Lake,   15,   16,   17,  61,  62,   82, 

112,  113. 
Chauchias,  46. 
Chauenons  — 

\'illage   of,   27. 

See   also   Shawnee   Indians. 
Chavenois  Indians,  45. 

See   also   Shawnee   Indians. 
Chien   Nation,    42. 
Chiningue,  village  of  — 

Indians  flee  to,  28. 

Deputation  from,  29. 

Noisy   reception  at,   29. 

Attack  on  Celoron  planned,  30. 

Speech    of    Indians    at    and    answer, 
30-31. 

Speech   of   Celoron,   32. 

Celoron   answers   request  for   "one   of 
the  Joncaire",    36. 

Reply  of  Indians,  36. 

Letter     to     Governor     Hamilton     not 
written  at,  66-67. 

Indian   queen    flees   to,    68. 

Errors   relative   to,   69. 

Location   of,   09-70,   101,    122. 

Description   of,    87-88,    122-123. 
Chinodahichetha,    126. 

See   also    Chinodaista. 
Chinodaista    River  — 

Leaden   plate  deposited   at   mouth   of, 
8,   40,   41,   71,   125. 

See   also    Kanawha   river. 
Chinodiagon,    village    of  — 

Message  of  to  Galissoniere,  22-23. 
Chinondaista  — 

See  Kanawha. 
Chuachias,  46,  71. 
Clarion   creek,    64. 

Clinton,    Governor    George,    7,    lOS-109. 
Coldfoot,  chief  of  Miamis  at  Quiskakon  — 

Warns     Celoron     against     the     Dem- 
oiselle, 56,  128. 
Conewango    river  — 

Leaden    plate    deposited    at    mouth    of, 
18,    19,   63,   114. 
Contrecoeur,   M.  — 

Sent    to    "make    the    portage"    around 
falls  of  Niagara,   14. 

Leads  left   of   expedition   over  Miami- 
Maumee  portage,    55,    128. 

Notice  of,   107. 
Cotton  wood-tree,    86. 
Councils   with   Indians  at  — 

Cut    Straw,    20- i'?. 


Councils  with   Indians  at  —  Concluded. 

Chiningue,    32-36. 

St.    Yotoc,   44-49. 

Village  of  the  Demoiselle,  51-55. 
Courtemanche,    M.  — 

Notifies    Celoron    of    arrival    of    mes- 
senger  from  the  Demoiselle,  61. 
Crabs,   92. 
Crevecoeur's   map  — 

Represents    the    "Chatacouin"    as    ex- 
tending  to   the   Allegheny,   131. 
Croghan,    Celonel  — 

Journal    of   quoted,    122-123. 
Cut   Straw,    village  of — 

Distant   from   Lake   Erie,   15. 

Indians   flee   to,    17. 

Celoron   invites   Indians    to   meet   him 
at,   18. 

Council   with  Indians  at,   20. 

Departure   from,   23. 

Location   of,   63. 

See  also  Paille  Coupee. 

Demoiselle,    The,    chief   of   the    Miamis  at 
Pickawillany  — 

Sends  chiefs  to  meet  Celoron,  51. 

Celoron    fails    to    induce    him    and    his 
chiefs   to   go   to    Quiskakon,    00. 

Sketch  and   fate  of,   72,   103. 

The     Baril     requested     to     accompany 
Celoron  to  village  of,  90. 

Celoron   meets,   91. 

Residence  of,    127. 
Demoiselle,    village    of  — 

See  Pickawillany. 
Detroit  — 

Arrival  of  expedition  at,   93. 

Description  of,  91. 
Detroit   River,   93. 

Drinking    of    Indians    delays    Celoron,    66. 
Duquesne  — 

See   Fort   Duquesne. 

English  and  French  — 

Efforts    to    control    Ohio    country,    10, 
106-107. 
English  traders  — 

Summoned  to  depart  from  Ohio  coun 

try.    27,   31,   49,    85,    123. 
I'ound  in  all  Indian  villages,  90,  91. 

Forest   Trees,    82,    86.    101. 
Fort  Cataracoui.   79. 
Fort    Duquesne  — 

Register  of,    12,  60,   61. 
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Fort  Frontenac  — 

Expedition   sets   out   from,    13. 

Location  and  name  of,  60. 
Fort  Loramie  — 

Built   on    site   of    village   of   the   Dem- 
oiselle,  127. 
Fort  Miamis  — 

Located  at  Kiskakon,   104. 

Captured     and     named     Fort     Wayne, 
104. 
Fort  Niagara  — 

Description    of,    SO. 

Arrival  of  expedition  at.  111. 
Fort  Pontcliartrain,   104. 
Fossils    of  animal    remains,    103. 
Frazer,    John,   25,   64. 
French  and  English  — 

Efforts    to    control    Ohio    country,    10, 
106-107. 
French  Creek,   63,   120,   125. 

Galissoniere,    Marquis   de   la  — 
Portrait,    4. 
Sketch   of,    4,   59. 
Intentions   made   Known,    16. 
Orders  of,   17. 
Message  to  — 

Village    of    Iriquois    Sonontuerna, 

21-22. 
Loups  and  Renards  and  answer  of 

Loups,    24,    2'5. 
Indians    of    Chiningue,    33-34. 

Answer   to   message,    35. 
Indians  of   St.   Yotoc,   46-48. 
Indians  of  the  Demoiselle  and  the 
Baril,     51-53. 
Term   of  office,    96. 
Ganaouagon,    village    of  — 

At  a  distance  from  Lake  Erie,  15,  111. 
Celoron   and  Indians  exchange   salutes 
at,   18. 
Ganaouskon,    village    of  — 

Indians  reply  to  Galissoniere,   22. 
Gist,    Christopher  — 

Visit  to   Old  Britain,   9. 
Great   Kanawha   River  — 
See   Kanawha   river. 
Great    Meadows  — 
Battle    of,    129. 
Great   Miami   River  — 
See  Rock   river. 

Hamilton,    Governor  — 

Letter   of  Celoron  to,   27,   66-67. 
Governor    Clinton    sends    copy    of    in- 
scription  on  leaden   plate  to,    110. 


Illinois  Cattle,   88. 

"Indian   God,"   the,   64,   120. 

Iroquois  Indians,  25,  26,  28,  30,  43,  45,  88. 

Jamestown,   Pa.  — 

Advance    of    Celoron    to    present    site 
of,    113. 
Jenuanguekouan    River  — 
See   Muskingum  river. 
Jesuit  Relations 

References    to,    5. 
Johnson,    Colonel   William  — 

Indians  send  him  leaden   plate,  109. 
Sends    copy    of    inscription    on    leaden 
plate  to  Governor   Hamilton,   110. 
Joncaire,   M.  — 

Sent  to  quiet  fears  of  Indians,  17,  114. 

Brings  chiefs  to   Celoron,   18. 

Dispels  terror  of  Indians  and  sets  out 

for  Cut   Straw,   20,   83. 
Relates  experience  at  Attique,  27. 
Accompanies      Bonnecamps      to      read 

writing  on  rock,  28,  29,  86. 
Discovers  Indian  plot,  30,  31. 
Reports    conditions    at    St.    Yotoc,    43, 

44,   88. 
Sketch   of,   62,    97,    119. 
Not    identical     with    Joncaire    met    by 
Charlevoix  and  Washington,   131. 
Jonquiere,    Marquis   de   la  — 

Governor-General   of  New   France,   95. 

Kachinodiagon,   village    of  — 

Another  name  for  Cut  Straw,  20. 
Kanaaiagon  — 

See  Kanaouagan. 
Kanaauagon  — 

See  Ganaouagon. 
Kanaouagon,  village  of — ■ 

Celoron  approaches,  IS. 

Join  Indians  of   Cut   Straw  in   address 
to   Celoron,    20. 

Leaden  plate  buried  near,   114. 
Kanaougon   River  — 

Leaden    plate    deposited    at   mouth    of, 
18,    19,    114,    115. 

See  also   Conewango. 
Kananouangon,    village   of  — 

Description   of,    100. 

Leaden   plate   deposited   at,    114. 

See   also    Conewango. 
Kanawha  River  — 

Leaden    plate    deposited   at   mouth    of, 
8,   40,   41,    71,    125. 

Traders  penetrate  West  via,  72. 
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Kanonouaora  — 

See    Kanonuara. 
Kanonuara    River  — 

Leaden   plate   deposited   at   mouth   of, 
37,   102,   123. 
Kanoiiouara  — 

See    Kanonuara. 
Kaskaske,   Indian  X'illage  — 

Location    of,    103. 
Kekionga  — 

See  Quiskakon. 
Kiskakon  • — 

See   Quiskakon. 
Kiskiminetas  River  — 

Location  of  Attique  with  reference  to, 
6.-),    101,   121. 
Kiskiminitas   River  — 

See    Kiskiminetas. 
Kittanning  — 

On  site  of  Attique,  65-66,  101. 

La   Chine,   13,   78. 
La   Demoiselle,    or  Old   Britain  — 
Killed   and   eaten,    9,    72,    103. 
Lake    St.    Francis,    13. 
Lambing,    Rev.   Andrew  Arnold  — 

Translator  of  Celoron's  Journal,  5,  6. 
N'aried  spelling  of  proper  names,  10. 
Sketch    of,    11. 

Introductory  note  to   Journal,   12. 
Notes   on   Celoron's  Journal,    58-77. 
Lanaudiere  — 

Sketch  of,   76-77. 
See  also  Naudiere. 
Langlade,   Charles  — 

Plundering    expedition    of,    9,    10,    72, 
103. 
La   Salle,   106. 
Leaden  plates  — 
Deposited  — 

Along   the    Ohio,    6,    7,    8,    108-111. 
At  the  mouth   of  the   Muskingum, 

7,   8,  37-40,   71,  102,   lit. 
At      the      mouth      of      the      Great 
Kanawha,   8,  40,  71,  88,  102,  124. 
At  the   mouth   of  the  Conewango, 

18,    19,    83,    100,    115,    117-118. 
Below      mouth      of      River      aux 

Boeufs,  26,  100,  120-121. 
At  the   mouth   of  the   Kanonuara, 

37,   88,   102,   123. 
At  the  mouth   of  Rock  River,  60, 
102,   127. 
Character  of  inscriptions,  7,  8,  115-116. 
Bvirial  of  plates  peculiar  to  French,  63. 
Lentil-tree,    86.    101. 


Little   Miami    River,    72. 
Logstown,  101. 

Loup   Indians,    23,    24,    25,   26,   27,    2S,   30, 
42,   45,   63,   &3,   84,   85,    119,    121,   122. 

M'Kee's  Rocks,  68. 

Mahoning    Creek,    64. 

Map  of   Father   Bonnecamps  — 

Opposite   page  10. 
Marshall,  Orsamus  Holmes  — 

Sketch   of,    105. 

Account  of  Celoron's  expedition  to  the 
Ohio    in   1749,    5,   6,    100-132. 
Maumee   River  — 

Origin   of  name  of,   73. 

Condition   of   forts   on,   92,    104. 
Miami  Indians  — 

.At  village  of  the  Demoiselle,   51. 

Assure    Celoron   that   they   will    return 
to    Quiskakon,    55. 

Location  of  village  of,  103,  104. 
Miami    River  — 

See   Maumee   river. 
Milk  of  Onontio,   brandy,   18,   63,   119. 
Minerville,    M.  — 

Retained   as   Indian   hostage,   43,   88. 

Returned  to   camp,   44. 

Sketch   of,    102. 

See  also  Niverville. 
Montagnes  Indians,  60. 
Montreal  — 

Return    of    expedition    to,    94. 
Mountains,   65. 
Muskingum   River  — 

Leaden    plate    deposited   at   mouth   of, 
7-8,   37-40,    71,   102,   124. 

Naudiere,   M.  — 

Celoron  acts  on  his  advice,  14. 

Sketch  of,   76-77. 
Niagara,    13,   63,   81,    94. 
Nicholas,    Indian   Chief,    104. 
Niverville,   88,   102. 

See   also   Minerville. 
Nonnenbin,    mountains  of,   99. 

Ohio   River  — 

Origin    of    the    word    Ohio,    61-62,    99^ 
117. 

Name   applied   to   the   Allegheny,    117 
Ohio  \'alley  — 

Changes  in,  128-129. 
Old    Britain  — 

See    Demoiselle. 
Onanguisse    Bay,    93. 
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Onontio  — 

Indian  title  for  Galissoniere  and  other 
governors-general  of  Canada. 

Milk  of  Brandy,  See  Milk  of  Onontio. 
Ontario   Indians  — 

Arrive  with  letter   from  Detroit,   49. 
Ontario   Lake,   14. 
Oyo,   the  — 

See  Ohio   River. 

Faille  Coupee,  83,  100,   111,  114,  118,  119. 

See  also  Cut  Straw. 
Pelee,   Point,  94,   128. 
Philadelphia  — 

Letter  addressed   to   governor   of,    27, 
28. 
Pickawillany  — 

Significance  of  destruction  of,   10. 

Village  of  the  Demoiselle,  51. 

Arrival   of  Celoron  at,   51. 

Answer  of  the  Demoiselle  and  the 
Baril  to  message  of  Galissoniere, 
63-54. 

Answer  of  Celoron  to  the  Demoiselle 
and  the   Baril,   54-55. 

Location   of,    127. 
Pictured   Rocks,   84-85,   lOO. 
Pioneer  History   of  the   Ohio   Valley,   8. 
Piquet,   Francois  — • 

Establishment    of,    13,    79,    94. 

Sketch  of,    59-60,   98-99. 
Point  Claire,   13. 
Pontiac,    Indian    Chief  — 

Conspiracy   of,   130. 

Quebec  — 

Return   of  expedition   to,    95. 
Queen   of   Indians    (Aliquippa)  — 

At  Written   Rock,    28. 
Quiskakon,   village  of  — 

Celoron  asks  Miamis  to  return  to,   51. 

Miamis   say   they  will   return   to,   55. 

Celoron  starts  to  Detroit  from,   55. 

Location  of,   72,   104,  128. 

Raimond,  M.  — 

Requested  to  send  interpreter  to 
Celoron,    50. 

Fails  to   send   interpreter  on   time,    51. 

Interpreter   arrives,    55. 

Meets    Celoron    at    Quiskakon,    56,    92. 
Rattle   Snake,   84. 
Red    Bank   Creek,    64. 
Renard   Indians,   23,  63,   119. 
Richardie,   104. 
"Riviere  au  Fiel,"  64. 


Reviere  aux  Pommes,   81. 
Reviere   la    Blanche,    49-50,   72. 

See   also   White   River. 
Riviere  la  Roche,  50,  72,  91. 

See  also  Rock  River. 
"Rocher    ecrite,"   67. 
Rock  River  — 

Leaden  plate  deposited  at,  60,  91,  102, 
127. 

Sabrevois   de    Bleury  — 

Sketch  of,  77,  102. 

See    also    Sabrinois. 
Sabrinois,   M.  — 

Joined   by   Celoron,    14. 

To     provide     canoes     for     return     of 
Celoron,    49. 

Sketch,   60,   77. 

See  also   Sabrevois. 
Saetaguinrale    Indians  — 

See  Ceganeis-Kassin. 
St.  Francis  Lake,  78,  79. 
St.  Yotoc,  village  of — 

Celoron    seeks    information    in    regard 
to,  42. 

Plans  to  pacify  Indians  at,  42. 

Joncaire  sent  to  visit,  42. 

Inhabitants   frightened,   43. 

Iroquois     chief     from     addresses     Cel- 
oron;   reply,    43. 

Stone    fort   built   by   Indians   at,    44. 

Hostile    disposition   of   inhabitants,    44- 
45,   89. 

Celoron  refuses  to  go  to  council  house 
in,    44-46,    89. 

Speech     of    Indians    to    Celoron;     an- 
swer,   45-46. 

Answer    of     Indians     to     message    of 
Galissoniere,   48-49. 

Departure   of   Celoron    from,    49,    90. 

Location   of,   71,   90,   102,    126. 
Saussaye,    S.,   16,   113. 
Scioto,    Indian  village,   71. 

See  also   St.   Yotoc. 
Shawanees   Indians,    71. 

See  also  Shawnee  Indians. 
Shawnee  Indians  — 

Chief  of,   addresses  Celoron,  44. 

Chief  disturbs  council  with,   48. 

Deserted  village   of,   67. 

Reception  by,   not  "gracious",  88. 

Pleasant   location   of  village   of,   90. 
Sonhioto  — 

See  St.  Yotoc. 
Sonontouans  — 

Established  at  Cut  Straw,  20. 
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Sonontouans  —  Concluded. 

Speech   of,    to  Celoron  and   reply,   20- 
2i. 

Two    cabins    of,    at    White    River,    60. 
Sonontuerna   Indians    (Iroquois),    21. 
Soulange,    13. 

Tchadakoin  — 

See  Chautauqua. 
Thousand    Rocks,    13,   79. 
Thvvaites,    Reuben  Gold,  5. 
Tjadakoin  — 

See  Chautauqua. 
Trees  — 

See  forest  trees. 
Turkeys,  81. 

United   States  — 

Westward  course  of,   130-131. 

X'enango,   7,   124. 
Vermillion    River,    27,    101,    122. 
X'illiers,   M.,   14,   15,  60,   111. 
Vincennes,   M.,    52,   54,   72-73. 
X'irginia   Land    Company  9. 


Wabash    River.    27. 
Warren,  Pa.,  114. 
Washington,    George,    68,    129. 
Wayne,    General    Anthony,    104. 
Wheeling   Creek  — 

See  Kanonuara. 
White   River  — 

Arrival   of  Celoron  at.   49-51,   127. 

Indians   arrive   at,    to    accompany   ex- 
pedition to  village  of  the  Demoiselle, 
50,   72,   90. 
Wild  animals,   73-74. 
Written   Rock,   village   of,   28. 

Yadakoin  — 

See  Chautauqua. 
Yenanguakonnan  — 

See  Jenanguekouan. 
Yenanguekouan  — 

See   Jenuanguekouan. 
Yenuanguekouan  — 

See  Jenuanguekouan. 
Yjadakoin  — 

See   Chautauqua. 


